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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

Digital Ways to Join Us for Worship!

1 Worship Videos on 
YouTube the day of 
the service

2         Audio Livestream  
Sundays at 10:55 a.m. 
on 1stpc.org

3 Sunday services on 
Cox Channel 11 at 
9:00 a.m.  

April Bugle
Volume 48 

Issue 4

"Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 
and let the one who believes in me drink."

John 7:37-38

Holy Week Worship
April 5

Palm Sunday  
He's Back

Matthew 21:1-11 

April 9
Maundy Thursday 

John 13:1-17

April 10
Good Friday

The Seven Last Words of 
Christ 

April 12
Easter Sunday 
Matthew 28:1-10

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_mwrdrnSOrbc_mzc5uO7w?reload=9
http://1stpc.org
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Hello First Presbyterian Church,
This past month, I did something that I never imagined as pastor of 
our church. I preached, at the only service, in our big sanctuary, to a 
congregation of six to ten, including me. I preached. I really preached; 
this wasn’t practice. This unimaginable reality is the world we live in 
since the coming of COVID-19, also known as the Coronavirus. This 
world asks us to do something that seems contrary to the gospel, to 
separate from others. The first week I did this, there were actually seven 
of us at church. The seventh one was acting as a bouncer, turning away 
two people that tried to come to worship. UNREAL!
We did this because earlier last month, after considering a 
recommendation from a group of doctors, medical people, and 
researchers in our church, our Session voted to cancel both services 
on Sunday, March 15. Sunday, March 15. The Sunday that all those 
cute little kids, and talented music people, were going to present a 
musical based on the story of Noah. It would have been so great. And 
we had to postpone it. Ugh.
But this wasn’t the antithesis of the gospel. In fact, it was at its core a 
gospel act. Most of us that were there that day were not in the at-risk 
category. We were inconvenienced so people that are at-risk wouldn’t 
be tempted to come to church and risk getting infected. It was to be 
obedient to those in power over us, and to be good citizens of our 
town, our country, and our world. It was made from a selfless point of 
view. 
In the week ahead, look for an email (late in the week) from Session 
that lays out what the weeks before us might look like. This is a 
moving target. A good sounding decision today, could be a bad reality 
tomorrow. When we recognize that, we will change to accommodate. 
Please, please, please, let us know if something is going on with you. If 
you are affected by COVID-19 or some other challenge, we don’t want 
you going through it alone. Give us a call or shoot us an email. 
God loves us. God is with us in triumph and tragedy. The one who 
drank the cup in the garden is the same one who will not abandon us 
as we go through the challenges of life. It’s our call to trust him. 
It’s a joy to serve you,

Contact Pastor Mark at pastor@1stpc.org.

Living Our Faith
in the World of COVID-19
from Mark Hults

mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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Adulting . . . What G.I.F.T.S. are You Giving?
from Fred Lundy

As you might remember, in December we began looking at the 
acronym G.I.F.T.S. – Generosity, Intercession, Forgiveness, Time, and 
Salvation – and how important these are and should be to our lives. 
As well, we were reminded that it is the very gift of ourselves that 
really lets others know we care for them.
December was three months ago – yet if you are like me, the past 
few weeks have felt like they have each been at least a month long, 
some days feeling like weeks themselves.
And as we have moved forward with hearing about COVID-19 
and Coronavirus and as words like quarantine, isolation, and social 

distancing have become more and more part of our vocabulary, I think it is a good time for us to actually focus on 
the S – Salvation.
Truth be told, for most of us, salvation – coming into a personal relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
– has been the result of someone else living out the other four elements on behalf of us. Those elements that we have 
talked about in the past months: 

• Generosity involves our time, talent, and resources; the very things God has given and entrusted to each of us 
(Matthew 25:14-30) and is hoping we are cheerful with (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)

• Intercession and specifically intercessory prayer which is defined as, “prayer offered on behalf of others, or ‘a 
coming between’” 1

• Forgiveness, something that must be both received continually from God and given freely to others
• Time, which for us should be used wisely as it is one of the most valuable resources  and one of the most limited 

we have
So when we think about salvation, we must think about our role in it – specifically, have we received the greatest gift 
of all time, the gift of restored relationship with Almighty God through Jesus Christ, by faith, through grace?
Almost every Sunday, we include the following in our Worship Guide:

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus Christ, I admit I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but, through you, 
I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment, and 
offering forgiveness. I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior. Amen. (If you are saying this prayer for the first 
time today, please let the pastor or elders on duty know.)

I encourage each of you to read through these few sentences and really think about where you are with them. 
• Have you made this decision?
• Do you need to make this decision?
• If you have done this, have you talked to someone about it?
• If you have not, would it help to talk with someone about it? (Contact me at youngadult@1stpc.org)

If you have – Thanks be to God! Rejoice in your salvation! And please, be praying about your role in helping others do 
the same – pray for them, look for opportunities to live out and share the Gospel with them and remember the words 
of Ephesians 2:8-10 (NRSV): "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life."

1 Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms by Donald K. McKim – Copyright 1996 - p. 146

mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
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Over the past fifteen years, I have had the distinct pleasure of traveling to various countries to do mission 
trips. In my travels I have been to Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad, Dominican Republic, and Nicaragua. Each 
mission trip holds a special place in my heart for various reasons. Some of these trips were put in place so 
that we could help with labor intensive work. I can remember one trip to the Dominican Republic when we 
poured a concrete floor for a small church. We had a prayer of dedication and one woman gave her thanks. 
She expressed her gratitude in that she had been praying on her knees for ten+ years for a floor to kneel on; 
until that moment their church was dirt and gravel. 
On another trip to Trinidad, we covered the campus of the University of West Indies, sharing the gospel with 
students. In one particular moment I was partnered up with a local student by the name of Greg. Little did 
I know in his boldness he would lead me into a study room filled full of students just after we were paired 
together. As we walked in, he said, “Hey everyone can I have your attention? This is Scott and he wants to share 
something with you!” Talk about being put on the spot; but there, I did the best I could as I tried to share the 
gospel to a room full of students and answer as many questions as I could. 
Nicaragua also stands out to me because of the continual partnership that we have had with Shalom. Seeing 
this church grow in heart and number has been an incredible thing to witness. Especially knowing that only 
a few years ago members of the church came to us and wanted to build a seminary for in-depth spiritual 
training. This was an incredible request to say the least. While we couldn’t build a seminary, God had another 
idea and brought the seminary to them through educated teachers offering classes enriched with a deep 
theology.
This past month I had the privilege of taking a trip to Guatemala with fifty other students and leaders. For 
three days we backpacked water filters into a small village outside of Antigua. What we soon discovered 
is that many of the sicknesses were due to bacteria in the water. With these things in mind, we were able 
to demonstrate how to use and clean the water filter. When properly cleaning the system, it not only can 
support two hundred and fifty gallons of clean water a day, but can also last up to ten years.
As great as this was to give to the people of San Lucas, what followed was a beautiful illustration of the hope 
of Christ. While giving them the filter we were able to share the hope of the gospel by telling them that just 
like this water our lives are unclean. However, just like the filter makes this water clean, so Jesus does with 
our hearts. We can’t do anything by our own merits to purify our lives, but by accepting Jesus into our hearts, 
he makes us new. 
As we were flying home, I couldn’t help but think of the mission statement that our church tries to live by, 
“Glorify God, Make Disciples of Jesus Christ, and Meet Human Needs.” I loved this trip for so many different 
reasons, but I loved knowing that I had a chance to meet human needs and share the gospel with those who 
longed for hope.
I am so thankful that God would allow me the privilege to go on such a trip and so thankful to have the 
support of a loving congregation. Please pray for the thirty-six individuals who prayed to receive Christ and 
pray that they would get plugged into the local church body that we partnered with while there. If at any time 
you would like to ask me questions, I would love to share more with you. 
Blessings to you my friends. 

Living Water
from Scott Stuart

Calling All Graduating Seniors 
If you are graduating from high school, please let us know your plans for after graduation. 
Email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org or call the church office at (352) 378-1527. 
Graduating from college? Please let us know your degree and any after graduation plans. 
Please email Scott Stuart at college@1stpc.org.

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:college@1stpc.org
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Thank you to all who attended the 
Concordia Choir concert. Our appreciation to Chefs 
Andy and Beverly Vloedman, and Edzard van Santen, 
along with Tim Schubert, Patrick Townley, Pam Patton, 
Georgine Hager, Mimi Carr, Susan Roland, Brian and 
Kathy Decker, Betsy Berry, Deanna Cook, Beth Wood, 
Jennifer Clark, Laura Netardus, Evelyn Lewis, Orene 
Schoenfeld, Marilyn Hall, and Archie McCormick for 
a delicious dinner for the choir before the concert. 
The proceeds of $2,425 from the concert will support 
Gainesville Community Ministry. If you were unable 
to attend the concert, you may still contribute to 
Gainesville Community Ministry. Make checks payable 
to First Presbyterian Church, memo “Gainesville 
Community Ministry.”

Montreat 2020
On Saturday, June 20, 
sixty-five children, 
youth, and adults will 
board one charter bus 
and two 12-passenger 
vans and travel to 
Montreat, North 
Carolina for the 2020 
Worship and Music Conference. The theme of this 
year’s conference is A Great Cloud of Witnesses.
The Worship & Music Conference offers a full week 
of worship and music for professionals, musicians, 
clergy, laypersons, choirs, youth groups, and families. 
Held annually at the Montreat Conference Center, 
the Presbyterian Association of Musicians (PAM) 
offers two identical Worship and Music conferences 
each summer. Guided by the principles of Reformed 
worship, conferees explore opportunities for vital 
inter-generational worship experiences and enriching 
the liturgical life of the local church.
Contact Mark Coffey at music@1stpc.org.

We are in the midst of what would have been our time to host for Family Promise. Please consider making a meal 
for the 3 current families. Family Promise is housing the 3 adults and 7 children in a hotel from March 22 - April 

12. However, they need help to provide meals! For any of the below options, please contact Family Promise to set-
up your day and meal so they know food is coming at (352) 378-2030.

Buy online giftcards 
for Publix. Click the 
blue link above or 
visit publix.com.

Mail gift cards to the day 
center:

Family Promise
229 SW 5th Street

Gainesville, FL  32601

Sign-up online 
and read the 

instructions to make 
meals.

1
32

Order take-out from a local 
restaurant - Family Promise 

can even pick it up!
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Cover Art
In February, Scott Stuart and fifty other students and 
leaders traveled to Guatemala with Filter of Hope. They 

were blessed to deliver sustainable 
water filters to villages like the one 
in the photo. Their time with the 
people also included opportunities 
to share about Jesus, the Living 
Water. Ask Scott about his trip and 
read more about Filter of Hope 
(https://filterofhope.org/).

mailto:music@1stpc.org
https://ww4.publix.com/gift-cards/publix-gift-cards
http://publix.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0445adaf28a1ff2-food
https://filterofhope.org/
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Christian Education
In These Changing Times . . .
Hold on to the truths of the scripture.  One verse 
has become a bit of a theme verse for Children 
and Youth ministries from Hebrews 6:14:

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever!

Jesus Loves You!
We encourage you to recite 
the words "Jesus Loves Me" 

out loud today. 
Remember that we are holding 
you in prayer and trusting in 
the promises of our Lord. 

As you find questions come to mind or comments are to 
be made, please reach out by email to Vicki Sumner, our 
Director of Children's Ministries, at children@1stpc.org 
or call the church office at (352) 378-1527 and they will 
direct your call. 

Welcome to #DigitalDiscipleship! 
As most schools have begun engaging our children and 
youth with coursework, we want to remain a place to be 
refueled. Our goal is to send emails geared toward the 
whole family - regardless of age or amount of people. 
We will also continue to offer Face-to-Face Digital Space 
times with children and youth as we find our rhythm with 
whatever new things are being presented to each of us. 

Face-to-Face Digital Space  
Let's continue this #DigitalDiscipleship journey! We 
are meeting in online discussions with Preschool (3 yrs. 
through Pre-K), K-Grade 5, and Grades 6-12. Join us for 
check-ins, Bible lessons, games, and more.
For details on these online sessions, please email Vicki 
Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP 
GUIDES
Each Sunday when the church 
sends out the email Weekly Invite, 
we also are including a link to a 
coloring page and a children's 
worship guide. We encourage you 
to ask your children about their 
thoughts on worship - even if they 
don't use the guide.

Children and Youth Sunday School
Empowering Courageous Kids: Explore How Jesus’ 
Power Pulls Us Through 
Digital Discipleship on Sunday mornings includes 
lessons from Group Publishing. Each week we will 
send out interactive video lessons that guide your 
kids and families through meaningful experiences and 
discussions focused on Jesus’ miracles, demonstrating 
how his power pulls us through times just like this.

Each lesson is created to reveal how Jesus’ power is 
bigger than the emotions kids are facing surrounding 
the coronavirus. Lessons address the fear, loneliness, 
uncertainty, boredom, worry, and anger they might 
be feeling. Discover how to manage those negative 
emotions and explore Jesus’ miracles to see how Jesus’ 
power will help children and families overcome this 
time of fear and uncertainty. 

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Member Information
Births

Ned Rorick, March 21, 2020

Dear Friends, 
Did you know that you can make your contributions to First Presbyterian Church online through your computer 
or your smart phone? We have listed instructions on how to set up the various ways to contribute; however, feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions. And you may always mail your check to the church - Attn: Trudy 
Bonerba, 106 SW 3rd Street, Gainesville FL, 32601.  

At 1stpc.org:
Go to our website www.1stpc.org, scroll 

to the bottom of the homepage, and 
click on the red Pushpay icon. Complete 
the information. Choose one-time or 

recurring. Give to the General Budget or use the 
drop down menu to specify the designated ministry. 
If choosing "Other," please type the ministry in the 
memo section. 

Text Contributions on your phone: 
Send a text to 77977 and put 1stpc in the 
message. You will receive a link directly to 
Pushpay. It’s easy as that! Please be aware 
that message & data rates may apply.

Bill Pay through your bank:   
Please contact your bank for instructions 
on how to set up bill pay as each bank 
may be different. You will set up First 
Presbyterian Church as a recipient and 

put in our address. (106 SW 3rd Street, Gainesville, 
FL 32601) Then schedule the amount and date and 
your bank will send us a check through the mail. You 
can set up as one-time or recurring.

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT): 
Contact me, Trudy, at business@1stpc.org or (352) 
378-1527 if you are interested in setting up an EFT 
withdrawal. You will need to sign a form and submit 
a voided check. I can help you get this set up.

Please contact me if you have any questions or need help with any of the options above.  We are here to help you. 
Sincerely, 
Trudy Bonerba  
Business Manager 
Email: business@1stpc.org

Sunday Morning Worship
Worshiping together in the sanctuary has been postponed 
until further notice. Please join us Sunday mornings with 
livestreaming audio found on the webpage or full-service 
videos on YouTube. Search "1stpc" on YouTube or links 
are sent in the Weekly Invite email late in the week.

The Church Office
The church office is closed to visitors until further notice. 
Our church staff is still available at (352) 378-1527 during 
regular office hours, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., or via email.

First Presbyterian Preschool
The First Presbyterian Church Preschool 
is currently closed through April 5. We 
will continue to keep you updated.

College Trajectory Bible Study 
is meeting through Zoom. For more 
information, please email Scott Stuart at 

college@1stpc.org. 

Young Adult Ministry 
We are meeting regularly via Zoom. For more information 
on Young Adult Ministry or specifically on these meetings, 
please email Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org.

Communication While Practicing Social 
Distancing: Our best means of communication 
currently is via email. If you know of anyone in the 
congregation that is not receiving updates from our 
church, please let us know or ask them to contact the 
church office at (352) 378-1527 or assistant@1stpc.org.

Church Notes

mailto:business@1stpc.org
mailto:business@1stpc.org
http://1stpc.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_mwrdrnSOrbc_mzc5uO7w
mailto:assistant%401stpc.org?subject=
mailto:mailto:college%401stpc.org?subject=
mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
mailto:assistant%401stpc.org?subject=
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April Bugle

What strange circumstances!  I think it’s safe to say that none of us has ever had to celebrate Holy Week 
and Easter virtually instead of in a church sanctuary. But that appears to be our fate, and we should be 
thankful that we have the technology and skills in our fellowship to be together in some way for these 
central events of our faith in the church calendar. While our community’s social distancing directive 
was evolving, the Worship Committee and the Session were deciding it was time to replace some of 
the worn, faded and stained paraments, those textiles that are used on the pulpit, communion table, 
and lectern at the front of the sanctuary. These worship ornaments have served us for as long as anyone 
can remember and are ready for dignified retirement. Replacement of four good quality color sets used 
throughout the church calendar will cost just over $5,000 - not insignificant, but probably much less 
than what it would have cost for the magnificent textile art used to adorn the Tabernacle described in 
Exodus 26 & 27! Since we have no need to decorate our empty sanctuary with lilies this season, would 
you consider instead contributing along with others to the purchase of new paraments? Envision this 
procurement as a celebration of all God has brought us through and will bring us through. Our church 
has been richly blessed with a very smooth and fruitful transition in our pastorate, we will soon formally 
install the twelfth pastor of FPC, and we are creatively adapting to a world-wide pandemic. When this 
present danger has passed, we shall again joyfully occupy our sanctuary together. The bright color of the 
season’s paraments will catch our eye, taking on new and richer, perhaps even unprecedented, meaning 
for us: in every season, in triumph and tribulation, God is faithful.

This donation toward the paraments is made
In Loving Memory of :      In Honor of:

Given By:       (Please mail form and check to 106 SW 3rd St.)

An Opportunity to Celebrate


