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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

Digital Ways to Join Us for Worship!

1 Worship Videos on 
YouTube the day of 
the service

2         Audio Livestream  
Sundays at 10:55 a.m. 
on 1stpc.org

3 Sunday services on 
Cox Channel 11 at 
9:00 a.m.  

May Bugle
Volume 48 

Issue 5

 "Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who has promised is 

faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting 

to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching."
Hebrews 10:23-25
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Hello First Presbyterian Church,
I know this isn’t an easy time for anyone, but I hope this finds you trusting and sharing your challenges and 
fears with both our God and the community He has provided. Thank you for your flexibility over the past 
several Sundays. Many of you have found our services posted on YouTube, or you’ve watched the week 
delayed broadcast on TV at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings (either on Cox Cable’s MyTV Channel 11 or WMYG/
WGFL-DT2). Thank you for all the kind comments we have received. We know it’s not like being together, 
but we are glad we can offer you a worship service that is hopeful and comforting during this difficult season. 
Thank you for your kind words as we work to minister both inside and outside our church while our world 
endures this crisis. 
Where do we go from here? That’s a question that no one can answer right now. Our Session has suspended 
our public worship services and closed our offices to all but staff indefinitely. Although that means we have no 
public events scheduled, we all know at some point we will be allowed to return. Until then, we will continue 
to monitor the recommendations of the CDC, the state of Florida, and Alachua County, following their lead 
about when it is safe to return. Once Session believes that we can return safely, and with the blessing of these 
public health groups advising us, they will vote to return to hosting public gatherings. In the meantime, we 
will continue to provide virtual worship experiences as well as continuing to transition many of our Sunday 
School classes, committee meetings, Bible studies, and other gatherings online. If you would like information 
about how to join any of these, please call us or email. 
Also, thank you for your continued financial support of your church. It’s a scary time for all of us, but we are 
thankful for your generosity. At this point, our giving is down a little over 10% for the same time frame as last 
year. If you are able to catch up any giving you had planned, or if you are able to give more at this time, we 
would really appreciate it. 
Our staff team is available to you. If you have any questions, if you are sick or have any needs, please let us 
know. We are still the church, even in these difficult times.
Joyfully,

Contact Pastor Mark at pastor@1stpc.org.

Our Next Steps  
& An Update on Our Financial Situation
from Mark Hults

Member Information
Church Triumphant

Tim Ray, April 26, 2020
Larry Reid, April 27, 2020

Births
Elise Valentine, January 28, 2020
Graham Heard, March 30, 2020
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Adulting . . . When the days turn into months…
from Fred Lundy

A lot has changed since you received the last Bugle.
That was the beginning of April. And for those of us who contribute to the Bugle, the due date is much earlier – the 
middle of March. So as I write this on Monday, April 13, I keep thinking back to what it was like when I wrote the 
previous month’s piece.
At that time, our family had just returned from Washington D.C. – the first big trip of its kind for all four of us: 
leaving early for the Jacksonville Airport, watching our pre-teenage kids experience jet-powered flight, exploring 
the museums and monuments that help us remember how blessed we are to live in the land of the free because of 
the brave. It was a fantastic trip!
And while the coronavirus was on our mind, it was akin to a tummy bug or the flu – not something you wanted 
to get, but not something that was drastically life changing. We took the extra step to buy wipes for the armrests 
and folding tray table on the plane and we bought water bottles that protected the place where you drink from. Yet 
every day, we geared up and walked around The Mall, carrying on like we normally do.
We got back the middle of the first week of March and within a week we were trying to figure out how to adjust 
our lives for COVID-19. Yet even then, we understood very little of what just the next four weeks would look like. 
We found out an extra week would be allotted to our kids’ spring break and it would start a week early. The church 
service on Sunday, March 15 was recorded to an empty sanctuary and made available to watch by that evening. And 
the adjustment of our lives began.
So as I write today, I write with a deep and not fully realized sense of gratitude:

• I am grateful we went to our nation’s capital when we did – and more grateful it was not one week later. 
• I appreciate those in our church who led us to make the decision to cancel church that first Sunday and who 

have continued to give us wisdom in these days and weeks as to how we should operate.
• I am overwhelmed by the dedicated servants and volunteers who have altered their schedule to record and 

post our services on YouTube, the website, and TV replay so we can continue to “join” together as a church 
family.

• I am blessed to serve on staff with such a dedicated group of ministry minded individuals – folks who continue 
to go above and beyond to make sure our church family and each other are ministered to so well.

Yet most of all, I am grateful to our Lord for reminding me of how little I am in control of anything while also 
lovingly reminding me that He is in a much better place to play that role.

• I am humbled by The Prince who would leave His Throne in Glory, to save a wretch like me.
• I am encouraged that He trusts me and fellow believers to be a dwelling place for the Holy Spirit with the 

full expectation that I will live out those aspects of His Character I can be trusted with in my daily life. A life 
focusing on Grace, Forgiveness, Love, Mercy, Hope, His Word, and Goodness all the while trusting to the 
Lord alone those Character Traits that only He should have Sovereignty, Majesty, Wisdom, Truth, Judgment, 
Justness, Wrath, Severity, and Jealousy.

For I believe that as long as the Lord has each of us on this planet, He has a purpose for us.
Truth is, I do not know what the rest of this day looks like any more than I do the next 30 – yet I do know that as I 
live and breathe, I am a child of God and I am a co-heir of Christ – not because of anything I have done other than 
accept, believe, and follow that Savior of Easter, for He is the Savior of my soul.
So in the days ahead, as we learn more, improve at our ability to wait upon the Lord, are asked to continue to live 
a life with more of a focus on others, and are asked to do small things each and every day for others around us, I 
invite you to ask yourself the same question I am asking myself: Isn’t that what we are supposed to do as those who 
call themselves Christians?
That is certainly what He has done and continues to do for us.
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A friend of mine recently asked me, “How has ministry 
changed in midst of COVID-19?” To say a lot would 
be somewhat of an underestimation, being that our 
whole world has changed in a matter of months. The 
way I am hardwired, I thrive with social interaction 
and being face-to-face. There is something about being 
in front of someone over coffee, lunch, small groups, 
Bible Study, or church that you can’t replace. The way 
we shake each others hands, embrace with a warm 
hug, or look someone in eye when we ask “how are 
you really doing?” is something that is deeply missed. 
Much like you I long to be with my friends, peers, 
and students face-to-face. Simply put, we are more 
than social creatures, we were created to commune 
with one another since creation itself, as Genesis 2:18 

reminds us, “It is not good that the man should be alone.”
However, in the midst of new beginnings, I am reminded that we are not alone, for Jesus tells his disciples before 
ascending to heaven, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” How true these words are, for our God is with us even 
in the midst of chaos or in our case, “COVID-19.” As I look around I see the evidence of God’s hand working in 
mighty ways. Just think for a moment, if this outbreak had happened ten or twenty years ago would we even be 
able to see each other at all? Rather because of the timing and the technology that is at our fingertips, we are able 
to see each other through our phones, tablets, and computers. 
While we can’t ever replace seeing each other face-to-face, we can however work with what we have. What we 
have are programs like “ZOOM” that allow us to not just see one person, but to see hundreds at a time and to 
hear each other’s voices. Leading Bible study and just checking in with students one-on-one through ZOOM has 
been a wonderful way to create discussion and to hear about life. YouTube has also been a wonderful means to 
have worship. Being able to tape our worship service and have it ready for Sunday has been a helpful resource 
that allows us to hear the word of God and to make a joyful noise unto Him.
Our God is a God of redemption and while we might not have the normal conveniences of what we are used to, 
God is still working and redeeming His creation. I would invite you all in these moments to look for God’s hand 
in the midst of our world today. It doesn’t have to be digitally based either; it could be something as simple as 
the way you do family-time. On that note I will say, I have had a lot more walks and picnics, have caught more 
bugs, and have had chalk in the driveway with Annabel more than ever before. I would invite you to look for 
God’s hand in all of this; and as you do, please share it with me. I would love to hear from you. My email address 
is college@1stpc.org. 
Blessing to you my friends, 

God-Sightings
from Scott Stuart

Gainesville Community Ministry is in need of a 
dentist part-time. If you are retired and still maintain your license or still have a thriving 
practice and want to give back to the community, consider volunteering here twice a month 
or even every Wednesday morning.
There are many in Alachua County who cannot afford to go to the dentist. If you are 
interested in volunteering your time, please contact Lisa Gray, Dental Coordinator at 
(352) 548-4806 or Michael Wright, Director of GCM at (352) 372-8162.
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Class of 2020 
High School
Dylan Tillery

Dylan Tillery is the son of Ragen Tillery and James Tillery and will graduate from F.W. Buchholz High School on May 
29, 2020. Dylan initially attended First Presbyterian as a student in the preschool program and has been active in the 
church since joining choir in the second grade. He has been involved in many of the children and youth ministries our 
church offers as both a participant and a volunteer while also participating in marching band, concert band, theater, 
and the drama club at Buchholz High School and volunteering regularly at Gainesville Community Playhouse. Dylan 
hopes to attend the Montreat Worship and Music Conference this summer with his church family and will attend Santa 
Fe College in the fall where he will pursue a degree in Technical Theater.

College
Arnold Baburam
Megan Giovenco 

Megan Miller
Tori Morgan

Andrew Osmun
Stephen Walley

Ben Williams
Sam Williams

Scholarship Recipients
The Scholarship Committee on behalf of the Trustees is pleased to announce the following 

Scholarship Recipients for 2020-2021: 
John R. Greenman Scholarship Emilee LeMaire
Kirkpatrick Family Scholarship Derrick Hardin
Ruth H. Maren Education Scholarship Elias Moore
Billy Matthews Scholarship John Lingg
Howard and Emily Patton Scholarship Alexis Vellis
J. Wayne Reitz Scholarship Dylan Tillery
William K. Robertson and 
Hank and Margaret Weech Scholarships Elizabeth Osmun
Charles and Mary Ross Scholarship Avery Kitchens

On behalf of the Trustees, the Scholarship Committee would like to thank the donors and the families of the donors 
for their generous contributions to the Scholarship endowment funds that continue to make it possible for First 

Presbyterian Church to award scholarships to qualified applicants year after year.  

Scholarship Committee members: Geoff Spiegel, Chair, Carol Israel, Penny Jones, Brenda Pickens, 
Margaret Weech, and Mark Hults, Pastor.

Megan Giovenco is graduating cum laude from UF with a 
degree in Nutritional Sciences and a minor in Spanish. She 
will be applying to PA school this summer with hopes to 
begin school in the summer of 2021. 
Megan Miller is graduating with honors with a Bachelor of 
Music in Voice and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. 
She will be attending Boston University School of Law this 
September. 
Tori Morgan is graduating with a Ph.D. in Agricultural 
and Biological Engineering. She has received Certificates 
in Biosystems Modeling and Engineering Leadership, a 
Department Graduate Student Mentoring Award, and is a 
Department of Defense Graduate Student Fellow Finalist. 
Tori has a post-doctoral job offer with the Environmental 
Protection Agency for Water Distribution and Treatment, 
and a post-doctoral job offer with the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation at the University of Illinois for Water 
and Sanitation improvements in developing countries.

Andrew Osmun graduated cum laude with a Bachelors in 
Sustainability and the Built Environment. His plan is to 
continue his career at Publix while working to become a 
Green Associate and then Accredited Professional so that 
he can conduct building ratings on his own. 
Stephen Walley is graduating from UF with a Master’s 
in Voice Performance. He is moving to NY/NJ to further 
pursue a professional operatic career. 
Ben Williams will defend his dissertation on May 13 
and receive a Ph.D. in Chemistry from Boston College. In 
July, he will switch research groups and begin work as a 
postdoctoral scholar at Boston College. 
Sam Williams will graduate on May 1 from the University 
of North Florida with a major in chemistry and minors in 
Physics and Mathematics. Sam will be taking a gap year as 
a whitewater rafting guide this summer and next if COVID 
allows, He will also be applying to grad schools in the fall 
for chemistry, physics, or engineering. 
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Music Camp 2020
We continue to hold on to hope that First Presbyterian 
Church will offer music camp this summer, June 8-12 for 
those entering Kindergarten-grade 8 in the fall of 2020. 
The day camp would begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude 
at 1:00 p.m. Activities include worship, choir, Orff or 
handbells, crafts, and recreation. The cost would not 
exceed $50. Extended camp care would be available for 
those who are in need for an additional fee. Please let us 
know if your chorister is interested in attending. Please 
let us know if you have any questions. Mitch Rorick 
music2@1stpc.org or Mark Coffey music@1stpc.org.

A Technicolor Disaster
We were and we know 
that you, as members of 
the congregation, were 
disappointed that the 
Alleluia, Cherub, Junior, and 
Senior Choirs’ presentation 
of the musical “A Technicolor 
Promise” scheduled for 
Sunday, March 15 was 

postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We hope 
and pray that one day soon we will be able to gather and 
sing praises to God. We sent everyone in the children 
and youth choirs their Technicolor Promise t-shirt. The 
Cherub, Junior, and Senior Choirs have light blue colored 
t-shirts while the Alleluia Choir have the seven colors 

of the rainbow distributed amongst them. What an 
awesome reminder of God’s covenant with us. We look 
forward to the day when our colors will be one fabulous 
rainbow at First Presbyterian Church. We also included a 
chant from the musical and asked the children and youth 
a question:  
Are your brothers, sisters, parents, dogs, cats, rabbits, 
and gerbils getting along? Thinking about being at home 
might remind you of the speech chant from the musical 
A Technicolor Promise where the animals are on Noah’s 
Ark for FORTY DAYS. Have you experienced any of 
these days recently? We sure have.

Day ONE, what a ball, party fun free-for-all. 
Day TWO, still online, everything is going fine!
Day THREE, day FOUR, who could ask for more? 
FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT, still we celebrate! 
Numbers NINE and TEN, starting to wonder when; 
ELEVEN, TWELVE, Ooh THIRTEEN, things are not so    

keen; 
FOURTEEN, really sore, did you know you snore? 
FIFTEEN, SIXTEEN, think I’m going to scream! 
On to SEVENTEEN, EIGHTEEN, feeling mean; 
NINETEEN, TWENTY and ONE and TWO, ooo p-yew! 
Now it’s TWENTY-THREE, we need a referee! 
TWENTY-FOUR, what a crunch, would you like my fist  

for lunch? 
TWENTY-FIVE, TWENTY-SIX, fleas and lice and   

nasty ticks! 
TWENTY-SEVEN, EIGHT and NINE, you sure ain’t my 

valentine; 
Day THIRTY, THIRTY-ONE, someone else might call 

this fun! 
Now it’s THIRTY-TWO, would you like to join our zoo? 
THIRTY-THREE, you bother me! 
THIRTY-FOUR, this is war! 
THIRTY-FIVE, pulverize! 
THIRTY-SIX, bats and sticks! 
THIRTY-SEVEN, ain’t no heaven! 
THIRTY-EIGHT, fumigate! 
THIRTY-NINE, explosion time! 
FORTY!

Stay healthy.
Mitch Rorick and Mark  Coffey

Summer Choir
Summer Choir is scheduled to begin on May 17 and 
will conclude on July 5. Rehearsals will be held on 
Sunday mornings from 9:30 a.m. –10:40 a.m. in the 
choir room immediately preceding worship. Well 
aware of summer schedules, it is not necessary for 
members of the summer choir to be present every 
summer Sunday. The anthems are selected to match 
the abilities of those in attendance. 
Please contact Mark Coffey music@1stpc.org 
or Mitch Rorick music2@1stpc.org if you have 
questions.



7

           On Saturday, June 20, 65 children, 
youth, and brave adults will 
board one charter bus and two 
12-passenger vans and travel to 
Montreat, North Carolina for 
the 2020 Worship and Music 
Conference. The theme of this 
year’s conference is A Great 

Cloud of Witnesses. Well aware of the impact that 
COVID-19 might have on our Montreators being 
able to gather for the annual conference, the theme 
might be changed to A Great iCLOUD of Witnesses!! 
Our Montreatrors will be challenged by stimulating 
conductors and teachers and inspiring preachers 
and worship leaders for a mountaintop worship and 
music conference as they sing, ring, dance, play, pray, 
and worship.

Please become a Noteworthy Sponsor. You 
may mail a check to the church office memo 
Noteworthy Sponsor. To date we have raised 
$13,167 towards our goal of $25,000.

Contact Mark Coffey at music@1stpc.org.

Celebrating 
with New Paraments
First Presbyterian Church is replacing our tattered 
paraments. Read more in our April Bugle (See the 
final page.)
Please consider contributing to this project. Print 
this and mail it with a check to the church office 
at 106 SW 3rd Street, 32601. Note “paraments” in 
the memo line. Or use this link to donate through 
Pushpay. Note “paraments” and your dedication 
under Other.

This donation toward the paraments is made

In Loving Memory of:

      

In Honor of:

Given By: 

Sunday Morning Worship

Worshiping together in the sanctuary has been postponed 
until further notice. Please join us Sunday mornings with 
full-service audio found on the webpage or videos on 
YouTube. Search "1stpc" on YouTube or links are sent in the 
Weekly Invite email late in the week. **For closed captioning 
on YouTube, hover over the bottom of the video and click 
on the       sign for auto-generated subtitles.

The Church Office is closed to visitors until further 
notice. Our church staff is still available at (352) 378-1527 
during regular office hours, Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or via email. Calls are forwarded on the 
weekends. Please wait through the entire recording to be 
connected or to leave a message.

First Presbyterian Preschool
The First Presbyterian Church Preschool is currently 

closed through June 1. We will continue to 
keep you updated.

College Trajectory Bible Study 
will meet again for the summer starting May 13. For more 
information, please email Scott Stuart at college@1stpc.org. 

Young Adult Ministry 
We are meeting regularly via Zoom. For more information 
on Young Adult Ministry or specifically on these meetings, 
please email Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org.

The Gordon Hoover Class is Zooming! 
They will meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome! 
If you’re interested in joining the class, please contact Perry 
Foote at palbertfoote@gmail.com.

Church Notes

Gordon Hoover Class
Everyone is welcome to join us!

May 3 Haggai 1-2 Tim Schubert
May 10 Nahum 1-3 Perry Foote
May 17 Zechariah 1-5 Matthew Morse
May 24 Zechariah 6-8 Bob Bailey
May 31 Zechariah 9-11 Pam Bailey

mailto:assistant%401stpc.org?subject=
mailto:college%401stpc.org?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20contact%20list
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What Do We Do Now?
We encourage you to look around and see who needs 
help… and ask yourself “Can I Help?”  
As we remember Pastor Mark’s message from Maundy 
Thursday and Mr. Andy’s message from the week after 
Easter, we know we are called to look at what needs to be 
done in the world and do it. For us, we are looking at our 
families as we social distance ourselves. How can you help? 
Could you help by taking the garbage out? What about 
by assisting with setting or clearing the table? Maybe you 
could help by playing with your sibling or sharing a toy. 
Let’s all help one another and share God’s love.

What Have You Been Up To?
We have been social distancing 
ourselves for a while now and are 
wondering what your families have 
been up to?
Have you taken up any new hobbies? 
Did you create a masterpiece? What 
about spending extra time with family 
around the house or yard?

We would love to see what you're doing! Please consider 
submitting pictures or brief video clips of some of things 
you've been doing while we've been away from each other 
by 5 p.m. on May 8 for our church to see together.
You can email them to Vicki Sumner, our Director of 
Children's Ministries at children@1stpc.org or contact the 
church office and they will get you in touch with her for a 
way to submit via text message. Have fun and stay safe!

Welcome to #DigitalDiscipleship! 
As we begin winding up our 2019-2020 First Presbyterian 
Church academic year, we will shift from a “Weekday 
Dose” to a “Weekly Dose” of Digital Discipleship. We strive 
to remain a place to be refueled while not overwhelming 
everyone with emails as our families are pushing to the 
finish line with the end of the school calendar quickly 
approaching. We will still offer Face-to-Face Digital Space 
times with our children and youth to keep them connected 
to the church body during this time of social distancing. 
As always, we encourage any feedback regarding these 
adjustments and will adapt to best meet the needs of our 
church family. 

Face-to-Face Digital Space  
Are you feeling disconnected from your church family? 
Come connect with us on Zoom! We are meeting weekly 
with Preschool (3 yrs. through Pre-K), K-Grade 5, and 
Grades 6-12. Join us for check-ins, Bible lessons, games, 
and more. For details on these online sessions, please email 
Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

Children's Worship Guides
Each Sunday when the church 
sends out the Weekly Invite. In the 
invite email, we are including a link 
to a coloring page and a children's 
worship guide. We encourage your 
family to discuss their thoughts on 

worship together - even if you don't use the guide. If you 
aren't receiving the emails and would like to, please email 
the church office at assistant@1stpc.org.

Children and Youth Sunday School
Empowering Courageous Kids: Explore How Jesus’ 
Power Pulls Us Through 
During the month of May, we will continue our Digital 
Discipleship on Sunday mornings as we would during 
our normal Sunday school year. Our lessons are from 
Group Publishing and will conclude on Mother’s Day. 
Each lesson is created to reveal how Jesus’ power is 
bigger than the emotions kids and families are facing 

surrounding the coronavirus. Discover how to manage 
those negative emotions and explore Jesus’ miracles to 
see how Jesus’ power will help children and families 
overcome this time of fear and uncertainty.

May Sunday School Schedule:
May 3 Jesus’ Power Brings Hope
May 10 Jesus’ Power Lives In Us

 

People you are
praying for:

SPRINGTIME SERMON NOTES FROM HOME
One of today 's worsh ip songs :

What room are you in?
 
 

What are you sitting on?
 

What do you like about
worship at home?

Who is worshiping
with you?

Who
do
 

Draw you: PJ's or dress 
clothes or 

comfy clothes??
 
 

Are you snuggling 
with a blanket or 

a pet?
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One thing that is made abundantly clear by the writers of 
the New Testament is that faith in Christ does not free us 
from hardship. In fact, it is promised to us. Just as Christ 
could not escape the crucifixion, we also will not escape 
difficult times. What is also clear from scripture is that 
hardship is an opportunity granted to us to exemplify the 
spirit of Christ. The Book of James says, “Dear brothers and 
sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it 
an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your 
faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow” (James 
1:2-3). The Apostle Paul also says in Romans, “More than 
that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” (Romans 
5:3-5).
While these verses may have seemed abstract just a few 
months ago, now in the face of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
we have all been affected by this period of hardship in 
one way or another. Some of us are challenged with 
changing schedules, children that must be educated from 
home, under-employment, or unemployment. Some of 
our congregation work in the medical field, in grocery 
stores, or as first responders and thus are at greater risk of 
exposure. Some of us may be sick or know someone who 
has contracted the disease. I myself have been told that my 
company can make payroll until June 15th. After that, I do 
not know what my future will bring.

Amidst all this uncertainty it is tempting to withdraw, 
to wait and see how this plays out, instead of making 
commitments and plans. Especially when it comes to 
giving to our church. But, remember, we are not called to 
only give to God when times are peaceful, when we have 
an abundance, or when it is convenient. We are called to 
be the hands and feet of Christ at all times and especially 
when it is difficult to do so. The work of this church 
does not cease just because we cannot gather in person. 
Now more than ever, the spiritual needs of people need 
answering, children must be taught and comforted, the 
hungry must be fed, the homeless must be housed, and 
the gospel must be brought to those who have not heard 
it. Each of these is a ministry in this church and they need 
our support to continue. I know this firsthand because I 
was brought to faith by the Trajectory College Ministry. 
I arrived in Gainesville in 2014 as a young, self-assured, 
agnostic freshman having walked away from the faith many 
years prior. It was through the outreach of this church that 
I was saved and brought back. Once restrictions are lifted 
there will be thousands of students flooding back to the 
University of Florida in need of salvation. But we have to 
still be here when they come back. 
Every one of us has the capacity to give at some level. I 
am asking all of us to make a significant pledge of support 
for 2020-2021. I am personally committed to giving 10% 
of my annual salary to the church despite the uncertainty 
that I face. I am asking you to join with me in solidarity to 
support First Presbyterian of Gainesville. Soli Deo Gloria.
     - John Steinmeyer

Moment for Stewardship

The Great Escape
We are still scheduled to celebrate 
Christmas in July with Youth 
Connection. All youth who will 
enter 6th through 9th grade in the 
fall of 2020 have been invited 
to attend Youth Conference 
Ministry’s Great Escape Conference at Southwind in 
Ocklawaha, FL from Friday, July 24-Tuesday, July 28, 2020. 
As of April 15, this event is still scheduled to proceed as 
planned. We will continue to remain in close conversation 
with those hosting the event and keep our church family 
informed as any adjustments take place. Contact Vicki 
Sumner, children@1stpc.org, if you have further questions. 

Confirmation Sunday 
Normally, we would be recognizing our Confirmation 
students Kaylee Bleeker, Honest Chiputula, Breezy 
Dowling, Josephine Henderson, and Lacy Pirkle in worship 
on the first Sunday of May.  However, due to the COVID-19 
protocols, they have not been able to meet as a class since 
mid-March. They are preparing their statements of faith 
to share with the Session and we are looking forward to 
celebrating with them at a future date. 

We Still Gather - Over the last 6 weeks, our congregation 
members have been meeting virtually for bible study, 
fellowship, committee meetings, and more. 

Cover Art

Glorify God, Make Disciples of Jesus Christ, and Meet Human Needs
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Payroll Protection Program/CARES Act Explanation
Hello First Presbyterian Church,
I am writing to share good news. At the end of last week, our church received $173,855 from the federal government’s 
Payroll Protection Program. This is the program that was established by the CARES Act to pay for salaries and 
other approved expenses over a two-month period. As long as we use it for the designated purposes, it’s completely 
forgivable, we don’t have to pay anything back. 
It’s a lot of money, but we have to understand what it means in relationship to our budget. This loan is approximately 
2 ½ times our monthly staff salaries, which is the maximum we could apply for. Most of it will go toward paying our 
staff, some of it will go toward paying utilities, and maybe a tiny bit will go to other approved uses. In two months, 
it will be gone. 
We are grateful to God and our government for making these funds available, but this doesn’t eliminate our need to 
continue supporting our church. Your family’s expenses likely haven’t gone down that much during this time. Our 
church’s expenses are virtually the same, even though we are not holding worship services. Our giving is down a 
little over 10 % compared to this time last year, but we are continuing to pay all our staff. This includes our preschool 
staff, even though our preschool is closed, and we aren’t charging our families tuition. This money helps, but we 
still need your support. If you have any questions about this, don’t hesitate to touch base with me or with any of our 
trustees or Session members. 
Sincerely,

Rev. Mark Hults


