
Dear Friends, 
The ministry called Family Promise of Gainesville (FPG) began in our 
city in 1998 under the name of Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(IHN).  The name was changed to bring multiple ministries under 
one umbrella, Family Promise (FP) Nationwide.  There are currently 
185 affiliates of FP Nationwide.  The Family Promise mission 
statement is:  

Through the collaborations of local faith communities, Family 
Promise of Gainesville provides homeless children and their 
families with compassionate care that includes case 
management, education, housing, meals and transportation 
until they can transition to a home of their own. 

Here at First, we have been committed to this ministry.  This has been 
accomplished through our rotation in housing up to fourteen people 
or four families for up to four weeks per year.  The families sleep in 
our Education Building, we provide breakfast, a bag lunch and a hot 
meal for dinner.  Transportation is available.  We provide hosts each 
night to be present for the needs of the clients.      -Continued on Page 2 
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For years, we have also supported Family Promise through contributions from our budget.  We provide 
the building on the south side of our parking lot as their office and day center rent free. 
 

Family Promise is in a financial and leadership crisis.  I met with Dr. Otto Johnson, FPG board member, 
Ray Davis, Elder and Orene Schoenfeld, Elder and Chair of our Local Missions Committee.  The desperate 
need of FPG became clear. 
 

After that meeting, I met with Tom Coiffi from Family Promise National.  Bobra Palmer, Curtis Murphy 
and I attended a meeting at Trinity United Methodist Church on Tuesday August 12, 2014.  There were 
over seventy people from our community in attendance. 
 

We learned from the board that the ministry of FPG will be on hold until several things are corrected.   
Currently their bank account balance is $2,648.  Even with the ministry on hold, they have outstanding 
financial commitments equaling $3,300 per month. 
 

The FPG board desires to restart the ministry as soon as possible.  Their criteria for doing so includes at 
least the following: 
 

 Increase Host Congregations from 8 to a minimum of 13. (We are one of the 8) 

 Receive a new commitment from the current 8 hosting congregations. 

 Develop a diverse fundraising plan that will be based on contributions from individuals, churches,      
civic groups, events and foundations in that order. 

 Raise $40,000 to $50,000 to start up again. 

 Increase board members from 8 to 12. 
 Establish four teams to help in the transition days.  The teams are: 

Host Recruiting Team to obtain host churches. 
Fund Development Team to facilitate fundraising. 
Communication Team to keep all informed of the progress. 
Leadership Team to help to get FPG reopened. 

 

All of this is to say First has been a vital part of this ministry for years.  We have been a part of the 50,000 
bed-nights, the 150,000 meals served, the 150,000 volunteer hours and 20,000 nights of transitional housing. 
 

This is a unique ministry and if it does not return, there will be families and children who are not provided 
a way to get back on their feet and off the streets.  Sixty percent of the clients are children.  One graduate of 
FPG shared that if it wasn’t for FPG, they would be homeless.  Now they have a home and a job to support 
their family. 
 

Join me in prayer and support for this ministry.  The next meeting will be September 9, 2014 at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church.  You can follow progress on the web at www.ihngvl.org I invite you to 
join one of the four teams to help with the transition.  If you are interested in one of these teams, please 
contact Orene Schoenfeld, chair of our Local Missions Committee at 339-0100. 
 

Every miracle Jesus performed was from compassion for the needs of others.  Lord, we need a miracle 
again for the needs of families and children who need a hand up. 
 
Sunday, August 17 in my sermon, What is Your Custom?  I asked the question, What is your custom 
regarding your church membership here at First? 
 

Thom S. Rainer in his book, I am a Church Member states his research of 557 churches between 2004-2010 
found nine out of ten churches in America are declining or growing at a pace slower than of their 
communities. 
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Fellowship Dinner 
Thursday,  

September 18th  
6:00 p.m. 

Gordon Memorial Hall 
Wear your School Colors 

 

Rainer writes, “Congregations across America are weak because many of our church members have lost 
the Biblical understanding of what it means to be part of the body of Christ.” 
 

Here are the questions I posed and the pledge responding to that question penned by Rainer.   
 

What is your custom as a member of this congregation?  Are you a functioning church member? 
  

I am a church member. 
I like the metaphor of membership.  It’s not membership as in a civic organization or a country club.  It’s 
the kind of membership given to us in 1 Corinthians 12:  “Now you are the body of Christ, and individual 
members of it” (1 Cor. 12:27).  Because I am a member of the body of Christ, I must be a functioning mem-
ber, whether I am an “eye,” an “ear,” or a “hand.”  As a functioning member, I will give.  I will serve.  I 
will minister.  I will evangelize.  I will study.  I will seek to be a blessing to others.  I will remember that “if 
one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice 
with it” (1 Cor 12:26). 
  

What is your custom regarding the unity of the body of Christ? 
 

I am a church member. 
I will seek to be a source of unity in the church.  I know there are no perfect pastors, staff, or other church 
members.  But neither am I.  I will not be a source of gossip or dissension.  One of the greatest contribu-
tions I can make is to do all I can in God’s power to help keep the church in unity for the sake of the  
gospel. 
  

What is your custom regarding the church here at First when it comes to your preference or our purpose? 
  

I am a church member. 
I will not let my church be about my preferences and desires.  That is self-serving.  I am in this church to 
serve others and to serve Christ.  My Savior went to a cross for me.  I can deal with any inconveniences 
and matters that are not just my preference or style. 
 

What is your custom regarding the leadership of First? 
  

I am a church member. 
I will lead my family to be good members of this church as well.  We will pray together for our church.  
We will worship together in our church.  We will serve together in our church.  And we will ask Christ to 
help us fall deeper in love with this church, because He gave His life for her. 
  

What is your custom regarding your membership in this congregation? 
 
I am a church member. 
This membership is a gift.  When I received the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, I became a part 
of the body of Christ.  I soon thereafter identified with a local body and was baptized.  And now I am 
humbled and honored to serve and to love others in our church.  I pray that I will never take my member-
ship for granted, but see it as a gift and an opportunity to serve others and to be a part of something so 
much greater than any one person or member. 
 

I am a church member. 
And I thank God that I am. 
 

Please pray over and through these pledges with me as we seek to  
be the church of Jesus Christ in downtown Gainesville. 
 

To God alone be the Glory. 



   New Member Orientation 
Iona Chapel 
9:40 a.m. 

 

Sunday, September 7th  
 

Sunday, September 14th 
 

Reception on September 14th  
following the 10:55 a.m.   Worship Service in  

Gordon Hall 

Many of you know most of the work I do here at our church is centered around working with the college 
students.  However, within my job, I also have the privilege of working with the middle school and high 
school students.  Since many of our college students return home during the summer, this gives me a 
chance to spread out my time a little more with our younger students.  This summer a few of our college 
students and I were able to take both our high school and middle school students to a camp they won’t 
soon forget.   
 

The first trip on our docket was what is known as “Fun in the Son.”  This camp is geared toward rising 9th 
graders through graduating seniors.  Located at Hilton Head Island in South Carolina, this camp’s 
activities include, the beach, tennis, basketball, volleyball, ultimate Frisbee, soccer, running a 5k, sand 
castle building, scavenger hunts, and even a little bit of shopping.  At first glance, one might think this is a 
sports camp; however, it is so much more.  Much of the heart behind Fun in the Son is centered around 
team building activities.  With this in mind, we were able to link arms with various Presbyterian Churches 
from all over the United States.   
 

As great as the sports activities and beach time are, they are just a drop in the bucket compared to the 
worship experience these students had.  Imagine if you will, over 500 high school students coming 
together in one room to worship our Savior.  Each day these students were challenged on multiple levels 
to take their faith and share it with the world before them.  Through talks led by our keynote speaker, 
seminars relative to where high school students are at today, and a strong message through music the 
students experienced a feeling unlike any other.  I am proud to say that at one point during our trip I 
looked over at our students as they were texting some of their friends back home saying, “You’ve got to 
come with me next year to Fun in the Son!!!” 
 

After arriving home safely from Hilton Head, it was time to turn around and take our middle school 
students on their trip to the Great Escape in Mississippi.  Once again, our trip was spectacular.  Of course, 
our kids always have a blast when it comes to horseback riding, zip-lines, rock climbing, riflery, archery, 
hours of lake time, and smashing a pie in your leaders face at the annual carnival.  However, more than 
anything else it’s the worship that continues to bring us back.   This year several more of our students gave 
their lives to Christ for the first time and others rededicated their lives to the Lord.  Weeks after our trip, I 
have had several different parents come up to me and say that since their kids have arrived home they 
continue to read their Bibles almost every night.   
 

It’s funny to me how these trips work.  As adults, we often expect that these trips are just for the kids, but 
somewhere along the way we as leaders find ourselves getting just as much out these moments as our 
students.  From both trips, students and leaders, it brought me great joy to hear, “I can’t wait for next 
year!” 
 

A special thanks to the leaders who donated a week of their time to make these trips happen.  Thank you 
to the congregation for your continued prayers for our youth.  Our Lord showed up in a mighty way this 
summer, continue to pray with me as we take this momentum and enter the fall.       
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The Twenty-Ninth Annual Festival of Choirs will be held on Sunday, September 28, 
2014 at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary.   Jonathan Willcocks will conduct the combined 
choirs of Abiding Savior Lutheran, First United Methodist, Trinity United Method-
ist, Holy Trinity Episcopal, and First Presbyterian Church.  Having such a large en-
semble singing hymns and anthems, some composed by the guest conductor, togeth-
er with participation by the congregations, provides a unique worship opportunity 

for the community.  
 

Jonathan Willcocks was born in Worcester, England, and after early musical training as a boy chorister at 
King’s College, Cambridge, and an Open Music Scholar at Clifton College, he took an Honours degree in 
Music from Cambridge University where he held a choral scholarship at Trinity College. 
 

As a composer, Jonathan’s published music includes major choral works, works for children’s choir, many 
shorter pieces (including anthems and secular choral music), and instrumental works. There are now 
many recordings of his music which is frequently performed and broadcast in many parts of the world. 
 

He is currently conductor and musical director of Guildford Choral Society, the Chichester Singers, and 
the professional chamber orchestra Southern Pro Musica.  Freelance conducting engagements in recent 
seasons have taken him to many parts of the world including the USA, Canada, Australia, South Africa, 
Singapore, New Zealand, and most of the European countries, as well as the United Kingdom. Through-
out his career, Jonathan has maintained a strong interest in music education, most recently as Director of 
the Junior Academy, Royal Academy of Music in London, who awarded him an Hon RAM degree in 
recognition of his work in the development of talented young musicians. 
 

His extensive choral and orchestral conducting experience results in many invitations to take choral work-
shops and adjudicate competitions and festivals, and to act as a Consultant to leading Music Education es-
tablishments. He is an examiner for professional diplomas and graded music exams for the Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music and also a trainer and moderator for the ABRSM examiner panel. 

During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all       
children are invited to come to the front of the Sanctuary 
for a children’s lesson.  After the lesson the children then 
go to a structured time of learning in Kids-4-God the first 

three Sundays of each month or Little Kids-4-God all Sundays during the school year. 

 

College Students, join us at Trajectory every  
Wednesday night at 7:30 p.m. for a night of Bible 

Study, Fellowship, and Fun located in Gordon Hall.   
 

If you have any thoughts or questions, please contact Scott Stuart at college@1stpc.org  

English for Speakers of Other Languages  E.S.O.L. 
 

English for Speakers of Other Languages is looking for families and volunteers to ex-
tend a hand of welcome to international scholars and their children this summer and 
throughout the academic year.  To find out more, see Patty Hill in Gordon Hall or 
email her at hillpm57@att.net.  Our fall semester starts September 10. 

mailto:college@1stpc.org
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Sunday School Adult Classes 
Sunday School Classes meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Gordon Hoover Class - (Room 115) New Members are welcome to come and learn with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Word Class - (Room 211) The Present Word Sunday School Class will resume on September 7th. 

The Fall Series is entitled Sustaining Hope and they will start off with Unit I: The Days Are Surely 
Coming 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Odyssey - (Room 207) On September 7, this class will resume for the fall semester. For further 

information, please contact Jim Garlington, jcg@bellsouth.net or Betsy Berry, betsyberry03@hotmail.com.  
 

September 7 Acts Chapter 9 Bob Bailey 

September 14 Acts Chapter 10 Jed Keesling 

September 21 Acts Chapter 11 Ray Davis 

September 28 Acts Chapter 12 Perry Foote 

September 7 A Vision of the Future Jeremiah 30:1-3, 18-22 

September 14 Restoration Jeremiah 31:31-37 

September 21 A New Future Jeremiah 32:2-9,14-15 

September 28 No Class-Sunday School Open House  

The Twenty-Ninth Annual 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jonathan Willcocks  

Conductor 
featuring the choirs of 

Abiding Savior Lutheran 
First Presbyterian Church 

First United Methodist Church 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
 

Sunday, September 28, 2014 
5 P.M.   

 
First Presbyterian Church 
300 SW Second Avenue  

Montreat Worship 
and Music  
Conference  
Luncheon 

Sunday, September 21 
12 noon 

Gordon Memorial Hall 
 

Please join us as we 
share 

Memories of 
Montreat 2014 and say 

THANK YOU  
for your support. 

 
RSVP  

378-1527 
or communica-
tions@1stpc.org 
by September 17 

cost $5 per person 
Maximum $20 per  

family 
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Nursery 

The nursery is available every Sunday for infants 
(starting at 6 weeks), toddlers, and children 
through Kindergarten beginning at 9:15 a.m. 

through the 10:55 a.m. worship service. 

College Café  
 

College Students, are you hungry?   
 

Join us after the 10:55 a.m. Worship Service on  
Sundays for a FREE home cooked meal.  

We are always looking for individuals 
who are willing to volunteer in our 
Christian Education Ministries.  If you 
are interested in finding out more about 
this or any other opportunities, please 
contact Vicki Sumner in the church office 
352-378-1527. 

 

 
 

Youth Connection is for youth in grades 6 
through 12.  We meet Sunday evenings at     
5:30 p.m. From 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m., we eat 
supper; then from 6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m., we 
meet and discuss how our faith affects our 
lives and actions. The evening concludes 
with recreation from 6:45 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.!  
We are always looking for volunteers to cook 
our meals. Please reference 
the sign up sheet located on 
the Bulletin Board in Gordon 
Hall. We look forward to 
seeing you Sunday! 

Sunday School for Children and Youth  

 
Sunday School Classes meet on Sunday mornings at  

9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education Building. 

 
Classes, Teachers, and Rooms 

Fall 2014 

Nursery Christine Cutting, Matt Sumner, Church Volunteers Room 107, 109 

4yr - 2nd Grade Patty Hill, Janine Hubbell, Carol Turner, Beth Wood Room 202 

3rd - 5th Grade Jon & Alison Cannon Room 215 

6th - 8th Grade Sarah Whitfield  Room 217 

9th - 12th Grade Scott Stuart  Room 218 

Sacred Rhythms Class: October 5-November 9; Sundays, 9:30 a.m. Room 201,  
Facilitated by Dr. Robert Shettler 
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Children age 4 through 2nd grade are invited to children’s worship following the Time for Young Disciples.  

 
All children will meet upstairs in the Art Room (in the Christian Education Building)  

for a time of children’s worship, an activity and a lesson for the week.  
 

Parents are encouraged to meet their  Kids-4-God students in Gordon Hall following the service.     
 

Let Our Focus Be on Jesus Christ! 
Philippians 2:1-2 

LOGOS ministry is an after-school, mid-week program designed to nurture children and youth in Christian 
discipleship. 
 

The LOGOS ministry includes development in worship skills through five children/youth choirs, growth in 
Kingdom beliefs and values through Bible study, service to others before self, and building lasting relationships 
through recreation and a shared meal. This program is offered throughout the school year, Wednesdays from 
3:45-6 p.m. Dinner is served at 6 p.m. where children, parents, leaders, and church members share a delicious 
meal in fellowship around the table. 
 

Leadership involves parents and draws in many members of the congregation with the participation from our 
college students. This multigenerational system of Christian example as the church family comes alongside 
parents in their special responsibility to lead their children to become fully developed disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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Presbyterian Women 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   As you can see above, we have groups that meet morning, noon, afternoon, evening, and at night. A cir-
cle is a group of women that meet on a regular basis for Bible study, fellowship, and mission work. We 
would love to have you join us. 
   Some of these circles meet weekly or bi-weekly. Others meet once a month from September through 
May. If you are interested in joining one of these groups, contact Beth Wood at Beth.6302@yahoo.com or 
talk to her in Gordon Hall after the 10:55 service. She will be happy to talk to you about which group you 
should join. 
   This summer we started a Young Professional Women circle. This is open to young women who have 
graduated from college. We met twice a month in June, July, and August.  We will slow down and meet 
once a month starting in September.  The first meeting of the fall will be after church on Sunday, Sept. 7th.  
We know you multi-task  well, so bring a sandwich and study with other young women. It is a wonderful 
way to meet some new people and share your faith. We should be done by 1:30 p.m. Come join us. 

LOCAL MISSIONS & SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 

As fall arrives, you may need to know how you can fulfill your commitment to helping those in need. The 
local missions committee provides a relationship with community ministries that are church supported. 
We are happy to enable you to volunteer your time or supplies .  Listed below are the main groups that we 
support: 
 

 Gainesville Community Ministry- each week we take non-perishable food over to the GCM to be dis-
tributed to needy families. A cart stays in Gordon Hall as a collection site for goods that the congrega-
tion contribute. We emphasize the BOGO program as a reminder to bring your supplies on Sunday. 

 

 Helping Hands Clinic- sponsored by the 1st United Methodist Church, this free medical clinic for 
those who have no healthcare is supported by our church  financially and by volunteers  and sees ap-
proximately 50 clients each week on Monday and Thursdays. 

 

 St. Francis House- the first and third Mondays we need volunteers to prepare and serve a meal for 25-
35 people who are in the shelter. This requires only an hour of your time and allows hands-on time 
with those in need. 

 

 ESOL- this weekly program enables learning English as a second language and is held in the education 
building of our church. Volunteers are always welcome. 

 

There are other programs that we support including Habitat for Humanity, Concerned Christians, and 
school supplies for Rawlings Elementary. We are happy to have your help in making our church one who 
cares for those around us. Please call Orene at 339-0100 to obtain more detailed information or to volun-
teer in any of these programs. 

Circles 3 and 4 September 9 10:00 a.m. Gordon Hall 

Circle 5 September 9 7:00 p.m. TBA 

Circle 6 September 9 Noon Church Parlor 

Chocolate Lover’s Circle September 10 1:30 p.m. Conference Room 

Koinonia Bible Study September 9 10:00 a.m. Oak Hammock 

Beth Moore: James September 8 10:00 a.m.  Church Parlor 

Beth Moore: Daniel September 10 5:45 p.m. Library, 2nd Floor 

Young Professional September 7 12:30 p.m. Library, 2nd Floor 
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September Bugle 

The Bugle is available both by email electronically and  

print version by mail. Please let Carol Israel 

know if you would like to change your  

method of receiving your copy. 

2014 

September 1 
Labor Day  

Office and Preschool Closed 
 

September 3 
LOGOS Begins 

 
September 9 

New Member Orientation 
 

September 14 
New Member Orientation and Reception 

 
 
 

September 18 
Fellowship Dinner 
“School Colors” 

 
September 21 

Montreat Luncheon and Report 
 

September 28 
College Sunday 

Festival of Choirs 
 


