
As We Gather Sunday 
 

January 4 
Second Sunday after 

Christmas Day 
Wise Men Still Worship Him 

Matthew 2:1-12 
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 

Communion 
 

January 11 
Baptism of the Lord 
Haven’t Been There 

Joshua 2:24-3:16 
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 

 

January 18 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Benefits 
Psalm 103:1-5 

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 

January 25 
Youth Sunday 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Being a Light in a Dark Place 

  Matthew 5:14-16 
    

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 

Worship Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship in Iona Chapel • Communion served  
10:55 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
Cox Channel 11 - Sundays 9-10 a.m. 
Live Streaming Sunday 11 a.m. at www.1stpc.org 
352.378.1527•www.1stpc.org 
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First Presbyterian Church  

A free lunch will be served for all.  Childcare will be provided for nursery 
through eighth grade.  Please save the date of January 11, 2015.  Make your 

reservation now through email or phone call to Carol Israel at 
assistant@1stpc.org or 352-378-1527. 
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Last month, my article followed the timeline of the ground work for the Capital Campaign.  We have spent 
many months coming out of the ground and in the New Year, we will see the structure taking shape. 
 

The theme of the campaign is Together in Faith for Tomorrow.  The future of First Presbyterian 
Church is one filled with potential as we build on the past, live in the present and prepare for the future.   
The theme yields three major thoughts:  Together, Faith and Tomorrow.   
 

Together:  The only way we can accomplish the goals of the campaign by joining together.  Paul wrote it 
this way in Philippians 1:27b-28.  “Then…I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel.” 
 

Reaching financial goals and accomplishing a successful Capital Campaign is one thing.  Yet another is for 
the community of Christ at First to be drawn together in a way that we see the transforming presence of 
Christ.  
 

Together we can accomplish more than we can do individually.  With the power of Christ within each of us 
we can stand firm, in one spirit, side by side to be transformed Children of God. 
Faith:  A capital campaign is an incredible undertaking.  That is why it is a faith journey.  It can be 
framed in these two thoughts:  We face a journey we know is beyond our ability and simultaneously we 
face a journey we know is not beyond God’s ability.  Thus it is a journey where we by faith trust in God to 
guide us. 
The Bible is full of many examples of those who journeyed with God in faith.  One of the first to receive 
the call of God to make this type of journey was Abram.  Here is the call from God to Abram.   
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3 NRSV) 
 

Our Capital Campaign will lead the people of God on a new journey.  The journey is a journey of faith to 
move us from where we are to where God wants us to go, together.  The journey can only be completed 
by faith.  The journey is for us to be faithful to God so future families, students, lives will be blessed 
through what we do today. 
 

Tomorrow:  Yes, the campaign is about journey for the future.  This campaign is about tomorrow.  This 
includes taking care of the future of the physical plant the church building.  There is also the need to 
provide ministries for a new demographic, a younger generation of young adults and families.  At the 
same time we will continue our ministry to those who have been faithful to God for years here at First.  
The press of human needs will continue to be with us in the downtown community so we want to be 
prepared to meet those needs.  The Together in Faith for Tomorrow campaign affords us to leave a 
legacy of faith for the future.      
 

The Capital Campaign Committee has added new members and structured the focus of the committee 
into the Capital Campaign Steering Team.   These leaders and their positions are part of the structure for 
the campaign used by Generis.  Below is the Steering Team for the First Presbyterian Church Capital 
Campaign: 
 Executive Director:  Dink Henderson 
 Campaign Manager:  Brenda Pickens 
 Leadership Director:  Erin Henderson 
 Major Gifts Director:  Perry Foote   
 Spiritual Emphasis and Prayer Directors:   Andy and Bev Vloedman 
 Student and Children Director:  Tammy Bleeker 
 Major Events Director:  Bob Lentz 
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It is funny to think in the midst of winter we are just now starting our spring semester.  

Regardless of what season it is we have an exciting lineup ahead of us.  To kick off our new 
year, the college students and I are taking off to Atlanta to enjoy this year’s “Passion 

Conference.”  Passion Conference is an event held every year in downtown Atlanta.  It is a time 
when over 50,000 college students gather together in the Georgia Dome to enjoy great speakers, 
awesome worship, and enjoy fellowship with believers from all over the United States.   
 

We will be in Atlanta on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of January.  Our hope in doing this is to 
recharge our batteries before we launch into the new school year.  Hopefully after gaining some 
physical rest over the Christmas break my students can then have an opportunity to recharge 

spiritually by listening to some insightful messages as well as engage in some terrific worship.  
As a student and former member of Campus Crusade for Christ I was able to attend 

conferences like this every year.  As I think back to my own spiritual growth I realize how 
pivotal these moments were in my own development.  My desire is to give the same 
opportunities to my students that were given to me. 
 

Another exciting opportunity we are looking forward to is the arrival of our new coffee tumblers.  
We recently ran out of our drinking cups and pens that we use to distribute on campus.  Our 
focus this semester will be to take advantage of the cold weather and use our new coffee 

tumblers to serve hot chocolate on campus.  By taking our large water jug and filling it full of 
hot water, students will be able to fill their tumbler and mix in a packet of Swiss Miss as they 
walk to class.  As the students take a tumbler they will notice our information explaining who 

we are, what events we have, and where we are located.  This is great way to serve the students, 
get our information out there, but also create some good conversation as we look to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

We have a lot to look forward to this upcoming semester.  Between Passion, our continual 
outreach, Ruth Barton, and the Veritas Forum, we are going to have our plates full this year.  I 

would invite you all to start praying for these things now as they will be here before we know it.  
Again thank you for your support and encouragement this year, I look forward to keeping you 
posted as we continue to do ministry together.      

 Administrative Director:  Margaret Weech 
 Communications Director:  Allison VanDenend 
 Generis Strategist: Tom Melzoni  
 Pastor: Robert Shettler 
 

The preview of the Capital Campaign, Together in Faith for Tomorrow will be on Sunday, January 11, 
2015 immediately following the 10:55 a.m. worship service.  There will be a presentation regarding the 
campaign, the purpose of the campaign and the different levels of giving and what they will accomplish.  
During this preview meeting, contributions will not be solicited at this event.  This is an information 
meeting. 
 

A free lunch will be served for all. Childcare will be provided for nursery through eighth grade.  Please 
save the date of January 11, 2015.  Also you may make your reservation now through email or phone call 
to Carol Israel at assistant@1stpc.org or 352-378-1527. 
 

Please, join me in prayer for these days filled with potential for the future as we journey, Together in 
Faith for Tomorrow. 
 
Blessings, 

mailto:assistatn@1stpc.org
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Music 
2014-2015 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
300 Southwest Second Avenue 

 

 

Alan Morrison 
 

Organist 
Sunday, January 11, 2015 

4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Church  
Triumphant 

Marjorie Decker 

December 2,  
2014 

We Welcome the Newest 

Members of our Church 

Family Who Joined  

Susan V. Kossuth 
November 23, 2014 

Gordon Hutchinson 
December 1, 2014 

Elizabeth “Bette” North 
November 23, 2014 

Encouragement Sunday 
January 18th is Encouragement Sunday.   
There will be cards in the pews and Gordon Hall 
before and after the 11 service.  Please think of 
those in our church family that you would like to 
thank, encourage or support and send them a 
card.  You can drop the card off in Gordon Hall 
and a committee member will address it for you 
and put it in the mail.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Application forms for the Kirkpatrick family, J. 
Wayne Reitz, John R. Greenman, William K. “Bill” 
Robertson, Ruth Maren and Charles and Mary 
Ross scholarships are available in the church 
office or by email at business@1stpc.org.  The 
deadline for submission of the application, 
transcripts and two letters of recommendation is 
Monday, April 1, for support 
during the 2015-2016 academic 
year.  

On Sunday, January 11, 2015 at 4 p.m. organist Alan Morrison will present a concert in the sanctuary. In-
cluded on the program are compositions by J. S. Bach, Johann Bernhard Bach, M. Duruflé, C. M. Widor, 
and Americans Harold Stover and John Weaver.   
 
Alan Morrison is recognized as one of America’s premier concert organists. His achievement as a per-
former is seen in concert appearances in the most prestigious organ venues. Among those, nationally and 
internationally, are Alice Tully Hall Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Verizon Hall at Kimmel Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, Philadelphia; Meyerson Symphony Center, Dallas; National Cathedral, Wash-
ington, DC; Grace Cathedral, San Francisco; and Glazunov Hall, St. Petersburg, Russia.  
 
Morrison is Head of the Organ Departments at both the world-renowned conservatory The Curtis Insti-
tute of Music, Philadelphia, where he holds the Haas Charitable Trust Chair in Organ Studies at Curtis, 
and Westminster Choir College of Rider University, where he is Associate Professor of Organ.  He is also 
College Organist at Ursinus College in Collegeville, Pennsylvania.  He is a graduate of The Curtis Insti-
tute of Music and The Juilliard School of Music, receiving degrees in both organ and piano accompa-
nying/chamber music.  His teachers include John Weaver, Cherry Rhodes, Sarah Martin (organ), Robert 
Harvey, Vladimir Sokoloff and Susan Starr (piano). 
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January 4 Acts Chapter 23 Bob Bailey 

January 11 Acts Chapter 24 Pam Bailey 

January 18 Acts Chapter 25 Perry Foote 

January 25 Acts Chapter 26 Ray Davis 

Nursery 
The nursery is available every Sunday for infants (starting at 6 weeks), toddlers and children through 
Kindergarten beginning at 9:15 a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. service. 
 

Gordon Hoover (Room 115) New members and visitors are welcome to come learn with us!  

 
 
 
 
Present Word (Room 211) The Present Word class will continue their winter quarter study “Acts of 

Worship.”  January study will be “Unit II: Learning to Pray.” 

Children and Youth Sunday School Classes meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian 

Education Building. 
Classes and Rooms 

Spring 2015 
 
 

January 4 A Model for Prayer Luke 11:1-13 

January 11 Jesus Prays for the Disciples John 17:6-21 

January 18 Jesus Intercedes for Us Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

January 25 We Pray for One Another James 5:13-18 

During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited 

to come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.  After the lesson the children then go to a 

structured time of learning in Kids-4-God the first three Sundays of the month. 

During the 10:55 a.m. worship service, children age 4 through 2nd grade have a 
special learning and worship time beginning at 11:30 a.m.  Children are dismissed 
from the worship service after the Time for Young Disciples for a structured time of 
learning about Christ…while having fun !   
 

Let Our Focus Be on Jesus Christ! 
Philippians 2:1-2 

4 years - 2nd Grade Room 202 Janine Hubbell, Beth 
Wood, Carol Turner 

3rd - 5th Grade Room 215 Patty Hill and Vicki 
Sumner 

6th - 8th Grade Room 217 Sarah Whitfield and 
Richard Johansen 

9th - 12th Grade Room 218 Scott Stuart and Beth 
Decker 
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Youth Connection is for youth in middle 
and high school. We meet Sunday 
evenings at 5:30 p.m. From 5:30 to 6 p.m. 
we eat supper, then from 6 to 6:45, we 
meet and discuss how our faith affects 
our lives and actions. The evening 
c o n c l ud e s  wi t h  s o m e 
recreation from 6:45 to 7:15!  
We hope to see you there!  

 
Trajectory  

 
 

College Students, join us at Trajectory every Wednesday night at 7:30 for  
a night of Bible Study, Fellowship, and Fun located in Gordon Hall.   

 
If you have any thoughts or questions, please contact Scott Stuart at college@1stpc.org  

 

 
College Café  

 
College Students, are you hungry?   

 
Join us after the 10:55 a.m. Worship Service on Sundays for a FREE home cooked meal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you (or your children) are between the ages of 4 years 
and early 20’s, please join us on Wednesday afternoons for 
our fun children/youth/young-adult mid-week 
ministry.  Enjoy Bible study, worship skills, recreation and 
family dinner and become a disciple of Jesus Christ.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Vicki Sumner at  
352-378-1527  or by email at children@1stpc.org.   

Beth Moore’s newly released, 9-week Bible study, "Children of the Day, 1 & 2 Thessalonians is being of-
fered by Presbyterian Women beginning 2/4/2015.  This circle meets on a weekly basis (Wednesday af-
ternoons, 5:45 p.m.- 7:45 p.m.) at church for discussion, fellowship and the viewing of a DVD presenta-
tion. The timeframe is designed to appeal to women who are unable to attend our daytime Bible studies 
and who wish to add a time of fellowship at the end of a workday before spending the evening at home.  
This study will be completed on 4/1/2015.  During this nine-week study, we will learn how to let go of 
past mistakes.  We will discover that our circumstances are not coincidental and that God's timing is im-
peccable. It is a Bible study of encouragement that will guide us into a richer, more fulfilling relationship 
with our Heavenly Father. 
 
Contact Chris Riggs at 352-505-3838/cwrgizmo@cox.net for questions.  We welcome new members! Study 
books (approximately $17 each) will be ordered mid-January for participants. 

mailto:college@1stpc.org
tel:352-226-8495
mailto:alisonwcannon@gmail.com
tel:352-226-8495
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Presbyterian Women 

On Saturday, January 31st we will be taking a van over to Woodlawn Presbyterian Church for the 
annual gathering of the Presbyterian Women of St. Augustine Presbytery. We will worship, eat lunch, 
and talk about future mission work while we are there. If you are interested in going, please speak with 
Beth Wood. 
   On a much grander scale, Presbyterian Women will hold a national meeting in Minneapolis this 
summer from June 18th through June 21. There will be Presbyterian Women from all over the world 
attending. There are worship services, classes, and tours spread out over the 4 days. If you are 
interested, but aren't sure, please see Beth Wood. She will introduce you to women who have attended 
other national gatherings so you will know what to expect. She also has booklets that explain what will 
happen and when during the 4 days. You will be moved in many unexpected ways. Registration begins 
in January. 

 
The Young Women’s Circle is beginning Beth Moore’s study of Esther on January 12, 2015.  The YWPW 
group meets once a month on the first Sunday of the month.  Meetings are held at 12:30 pm in room 215 
to the right of the library.  Please contact Allison VanDenend at agoodhawkins@gmail.com / 
561.308.4480 with questions or if you would like to join the group.  Do join us!   

Presbyterian Women January 2015 Circle Meetings 

     

Circle Date Time Place Subject 

Circles 3 & 4 Tuesday, January 6 10:00 AM Gordon Hall 2 Corinthians 

     

Circle 5 Tuesday, January 6 6:00 P.M. 
Bev Vloedman's 

home 2 Corinthians 

     

Circle 6 Tuesday, January 6 Noon Church Parlor Old Testament 

     

Chocolate Lovers Wednesday, January 7 1:30 PM Conference room 2 Corinthians 

     

Koinonia Wednesday, January 7 10:00 AM Oak Hammock 2 Corinthians 

     

Beth Moore: James Monday, January 5 & 19 9:45 AM Church Parlor James 

     

Beth Moore: 1&2 
Thessalonians Will begin Wed. Feb. 4 5:45 PM Rm 211, 2nd floor 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

     

Young Professional Sunday, January 11 12:30 PM Rm 207, 2nd floor Beth Moore: Esther 

Would you like to join a women's Bible study group? You are welcome at any of the above meetings. 
As you can see we meet on several days of the week and at various times. Surely one of these groups 
fits your calendar. Start off the New Year with a weekly or bi-weekly or monthly study group.  It is a 
great way to meet other women in the church and we would love for you to join us. 
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Can you measure the giving of 1st Presbyterian to our neighbors in the downtown community for this fall?  

Besides numerous items of clothing, blankets, weekly food donations, and over the top baskets filled for 

transitional housing, there is a huge amount of love and care that have gone into filling these needs. Local 

Mission Committee is here to give you ideas for fulfilling your mission to serve others, and we hope that 

you have found at least one opportunity that you have a passion in your heart to support. Working in con-

junction with circles, Sunday school classes, college ministry, and other groups has given us a sense of uni-

ty in our mission. Thanks to all of you for individually and collectively supporting our neighbors in need. 

Online Contributions: The Budget and Finance Committee has just approved a quick, easy and secure 
way to make contributions to the church electronically.  The program is called Pushpay and enables you 
to make contributions from your bank account, Visa, Mastercard or American Express credit card or debit 
card in as little as 10 seconds.  You simply download the Pushpay app onto your smartphone, tablet, enter 
some information (one time to register) and you can then use your smartphone, tablet or computer for 
gifts to the church for general budget offering, capital campaign or “other” which would include any oth-
er donations to the church, such as special offerings, fundraisers, etc.  You can make a one-time contribu-
tion or set up a recurring gift.   
 

The same link is available on our website to make contributions from your computer.  Check it out here 
https://pushpay.com/pay/1stpchurch     
 

The church pays a 2% fee on all donations.  To offset this you may choose to add 2% to your donation.  As 
always, your contribution information is secure and only available to the Business Manager.  If you need 
help setting up your app, please contact Carol Israel at 378-1527 or assistant@1stpc.org.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your financial support to the First Presbyterian Church. 

The Capital Campaign: Together in Faith for Tomorrow will be launched on Sunday, January 11 with a 
preview and informational meeting. The preview will be immediately following the 10:55 a.m. worship 
service. A meal will be provided for all. Childcare will be available for nursery through eighth grade. This 
is an information meeting and contributions will not be solicited at this event. Please RSVP to Carol Israel 
at assistant@1stpc.org or 378-1527 by January 3. 

Call to Prayer from the Men’s Prayer Group: Between now and Easter Sunday several major events for 
our church will be completed. Nine Lessons and Carols and our Christmas Eve service, The Veritas Forum 
with John Lennox, Keeter Lectures with Ruth Barton from the Transforming Center and our Capital Cam-
paign will have taken place.  We don't think there has ever been a time in our Church when so many sig-
nificant events have taken place in such a brief period of time. Our Advent and Christmas Eve services 
provide us an opportunity to reach people with the Good News of Jesus Christ who don't normally attend 
church. The Veritas Forum and the partnership being built could provide the foundation for a student 
ministry beyond anything we have ever envisioned. Ruth Barton's lectures and sermons could transform 
our definition of leadership. The capital campaign could provide the resources to support ministry over 
the next 15 years and be a strong statement by our membership of their belief in the future of First Presby-
terian.  
 

We have got to be supportive of these events with prayer in a focused way and with greater participa-
tion.  Therefore, beginning next Sunday, we invite all in the church to join with us in the Chapel at 10:30 
for 15 minutes of prayer. We'll have a timekeeper so we don't interfere with attending the service. We will 
pray for both services, church staff and their ministries, and whatever else the Spirit lays on our minds. 



First Presbyterian Church  

106 South West Third Street 

Gainesville, Florida 32601 

(352) 378-1527 

Return Service Requested 

NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Permit # 302 

GAINESVILLE, FL 32601 

 

January 2015 Bugle 

Join us Sunday, January 25, 2015 

Being a Light in a Dark Place 

1st Reading Romans 12:1-2 

2nd Reading Matthew 5:14-16 

    


