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Once in Royal David's City

Upcoming Sermons
January 6

Seven Churches:
Ephesus: First Love

Revelation 2:1-7
Dr. Robert Shettler

January 13

January 20

Seven Churches:
Smyrna: Evidence of Love

First Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler, Pastor

Revelation 2:8-11
Dr. Robert Shettler
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January 27
Youth Sunday

Seven Churches:
Pergamum: Truth

Revelation 2:12-17
Dr. Robert Shettler

Courage
Acts

Youth Connection

4 Ways to Join Us on Sunday Mornings!
8:30 a.m. in
Iona Chapel

1

2

10:55 a.m. in
the Sanctuary
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10:00 a.m. on
Cox Channel 11

4

11:00 a.m.
on 1stpc.org

Hope for the New Year
Dear Friends,

A new year, 2019, is here and for me it is hard to
believe another year has passed.

from Dr. Bob

this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life
without payment."

These words from an unknown author are worthy of
reflection as we journey into a new year.

“I am the New Year. I am an unspoiled page in your
These verses are about the end times and need to be
book of time.
taken very serious about the future reign of Christ.
I am your next chance at the art of living. I am If we are called to believe the truth of these words for
your opportunity to practice what you have learned the end times, it appears to me that we also should
about life during the last twelve months.
be able to apply them to a new year.
All that you sought and didn’t find is hidden in God is the speaker of these words from the throne
me, waiting for you to search it but with more and gives us hope for the future through the truths
determination.
He speaks.

All the good that you tried for and didn’t achieve Here they are and I plan to claim them for you and
is mine to grant when you have fewer conflicting me and the ministry of First in 2019.
desires.
The teaching about making things new is also taught
All that you dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all that by Paul regarding salvation in 2 Corinthians 5:17:
you hoped but did not will, all the faith that you
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new
claimed but did not have—these slumber lightly,
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong
has come.
purpose.
I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to For all things to become new, we are to place our
faith in Jesus Christ.
Him who said, “Behold, I make all things new.”

The Thirty-Third Annual
The author is on point in the last words that are from This is followed by one of the “I AM” statements
of Jesus that He is the Alpha and the Omega, the
Revelation 21:5.
beginning and the end, or for us the A to Z.
Let’s look deeper into the Revelation passage,
Alpha and omega, of course, are the beginning
Revelation 21:5-7:
and ending letters of the Greek alphabet, a cultural
5
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, but all-encompassing way of stressing that before
I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write there was anything else, God was there; He is the
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First Presbyterian Church
300 SE Second Ave

beginning of all things. He is not only the beginning classes are for anyone who desires to know more
of all things, but He is also the end of all things.
about First or become a member.
We are also given the promise that our thirst will be
quickened by the Living water, Jesus Christ.

January 27 is Youth Sunday. Our youth will be the
worship leaders for both services on this Sunday.
To those who thirst, there is the promise of drinking Your prayers and presence are an encouragement to
free. This emphasizes the concept of grace. The and witness to our youth.
hope we have, the water we receive is free from the January 28-February 1 will be the second Mission
one who gives us living water.
Week on the campuses of The University of Florida
Remember Jesus said to the woman at the well, and Santa Fe College. Each day, there will be at least
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty three events on various topics regarding Christianity
again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give and the culture we live in.

him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will Beginning on January 6, I will start a seven sermon
give him will become in him a spring of water welling series on the seven churches in Revelation 2 and
up to eternal life.” (John 4:13-14)
3. We will approach this study with the question,
The water we drink from the world will never quench “What kind of church do we desire to be?”
our thirst, it is only from the well of the living water We also need to be in prayer for our Congregational
our thirst is quenched.
Nominating Committee, as they begin to assimilate a
As we begin the journey of a new year, let me Pastor Nominating Committee to be presented to the
congregation for their approval. The Congregational
encourage you to claim these promises:
Nominating Committee includes the following
Life in Christ brings new life.
members: Lorraine Barber, John Carswell, Kathy
Life in Christ is the certainty that He is in control Counts, Tom Evans, Kathy Lebo, Chris Patrick, and
from eternity to eternity.
Cyndie Williams, chair.
Life in Christ refreshes us through the living water, You are in my heart and in my prayers,
from the spring of the living water.
With this in mind, let’s look forward to the ministries
God has placed before us in January.
January 6 and 13 at 9:40 a.m. in the Chapel, I will
be leading new member orientation classes. These

Youth Sunday

Youth Sunday
January 27, 2019
Courage

This is a special service planned and presented by
the youth of First Presbyterian Church. They have
selected the liturgy and will serve as our ushers and
worship leaders. Please join us for these special
services at 8:30 a.m. in the Iona Chapel and 10:55
a.m. in the sanctuary.

C O U R A GE
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LASTING . . .
from Fred Lundy

As we end one year and begin another, I hope we each can see areas where the Lord has led, sustained, and been
involved in each of our lives.
I hope we all see, specifically in our relationships with the Lord and others, how He has and continues to direct us
and draw us closer, so that we follow Him more closely, are more faithful, and are more dedicated to Him, and so
from that live in the same way with others.
This month, I wanted to share a helpful resource for marriages. If you are not married, you may find this helpful to
share with married friends or family.
Lisa and I are always looking for things that will allow us, through Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit, to
deepen our connection with God and from that and because of that to deepen our connection to each other.
One of the things we found at the end of last year and after using for a few months are encouraging married folks
to try is an app called Lasting - https://www.getlasting.com/.
It can be downloaded on either Apple or Android devices. In set-up you just invite each other to see your results
and then start using it.
The premise is easy – spend a few minutes each session going screen by screen to learn, answer some questions,
and figure out things about you and your spouse; then take a few more minutes after you have both completed the
session to look through how you answered those questions and discuss the results with each other.
The basis is understanding each other’s emotional calls, the multitude of “tiny attempts to connect to each other
with hopes of getting attention, affection, or any emotional need,” in hopes that recognizing both how you send
these and how well you hear your spouse’s emotional calls will help you connect with each other in ways you are
not right now.
After you start with the five introductory sessions, you can discuss with your spouse what to do next: Communication,
Conflict, Appreciation, Intimacy, Family Culture, Money and Finances, Emotional Connection, In-Laws and
Friends, Parenthood, and Repair.
There other topics to consider as well, like Acceptance, Stress, Emotional Intelligence, Happiness, Forgiveness,
Habits, and Technology.
My advice is do go ahead and try it – at least the first five sessions.
And in all our relationships, may we live out Philippians 2 so that we “in humility value others above ourselves…
looking to the interest of others over our own interests…and, like Christ, take the very nature of a servant” and help
your marriage be one that not only Lasts, but one that grows, matures, and honors the Lord.
Happy New Year!

Reaching singles and marrieds who are navigating careers and/or families
Fred is the Director of Young Adult Ministries for post-college to empty-nesters at First Presbyterian Church of
Gainesville. For information about CommUnity events, Men’s Breakfasts, Ladies’ Time Together, and more, please
contact Fred Lundy by emailing youngadult@1stpc.org..
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January Blues
from Scott Stuart

According to certain statistics, January is considered to be the most
depressing month of the year. Some of the reasons that contribute to
such feelings include:
• no more vacation for a while,
• credit card bills piling up from Christmas,
• and while it might not always be this case for Florida, generally
speaking it is suppose to get colder, which means people are
usually confined to the indoors,
• and last but not least, chances are by week three of January,
most of us have already broken that New Year’s resolution.
If this describes you, let me just say, you are not alone my friends, as
I too feel your pain. If this is not you, feel free to write me and tell me
your secret to combat the “January Blues.”

Hello
January

I know what some of you must be thinking, “Usually Scott’s letters are
more cheerful than this!” Hang on with me for just a minute. While
it’s true I might not have a quick fix to the problem, I do want to offer
hope and it comes from 2 Corinthians 5:17 when Paul says, “Therefore,
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.” When I read God’s word, I cannot help
but be reminded that I am made new in Christ every day, not just
at Christmas when we celebrate His birth or on January 1st where I
make some resolution that I end up breaking less than a week later.
Simply put, I am made new everyday in Christ, for the old is gone and
the new has come, and for this reason I can rejoice!
I am sure that as you are reading this, I will be feeling a little January
sadness as well, because the truth is that the months of October to
December are my favorite times of year and it is a long way off till
I’ll see those seasons again. However, if I can start training my mind,
heart, and soul now to see things with a new perspective, I think I can
not only fight the “January Blues,” but actually come to a place where
I look forward to this season and embrace it for all it’s worth. For not
only am I made new in Christ, but I can remind myself “This is the
day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!” Therefore,
if He has given me another day to draw breath in my lungs, that is
something worth celebrating.
Blessings to you my friends as we walk 2019 together.

Member Information
Church Triumphant
Emerson Wilson, November 21, 2018
Helen Sanderson, December 3, 2018

Births
Elijah Tucker, November 27, 2018
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JANUARY 2019
Sunday

Monday

*In the cover photo, the congregation
celebrates Advent with Nine Lessons and
Carols that showed the development
of the loving purposes of God as seen
through the windows and words of
scripture.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2

Atlanta Passion
Preschool Closed
1:30 PM Chocolate
Lovers Presbyterian
Women's Meeting
{Library - CEB 213}
8:00 PM Beginners
Mind-Parlor {Parlor
134}

Atlanta Passion
Preschool Closed

7

8

9

10

6:00 PM Carol
Ringers
7:30 PM Chancel
Choir

8:00 PM No Name
Group {Parlor 134}

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

27

28

29
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8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages
9:40 AM New Member Orientation
with Dr. Bob (Iona Chapel)
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe
12:15 PM Montreat Committee
5:30 PM Youth Connection

8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages
9:40 AM New Member Orientation
with Dr. Bob (Iona Chapel)
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary - Holy
Communion
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe
12:00 PM Congregational Care
Committee
5:30 PM Youth Connection
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe

Youth Sunday
8:00 AM Senior Choir
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
12:00 PM College Cafe
3:30 PM Chancel Choir
5:00 PM Festival of Choirs

5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
5:30 PM St. Francis
House Serving Dinner
6:00 PM Kappa Phi
Epsilon Fraternity

5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
6:00 PM Kappa Phi
Epsilon Fraternity

Church Office and
Preschool Closed MLK Day
5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
5:30 PM Serving
Dinner at St. Francis
House
6:00 PM Kappa Phi
Epsilon Fraternity

Hungry Week at UF &
SFC
5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
6:00 PM Kappa Phi
Epsilon Fraternity

New Year's Day Church Office and
Preschool Closed

11:00 AM Preschool
Dance
11:30 AM Preschool
Committee
12:00 PM Circle 6
Presbyterian Women
{Church Parlor}
1:30 PM Staff
Meeting {Parlor}
4:30 PM Property
Committee {217}
5:30 PM Local
Missions {Church
Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer
Group {Parlor}
7:00 PM Circle 5
Presbyterian Women
11:00 AM Preschool
Dance
1:30 PM Staff
Meeting {Parlor}
5:00 PM Bugle
Deadline
5:00 PM Christian
Education Committee
{Library - 213}
6:00 PM Prayer
Group {Parlor}

11:00 AM Preschool
Dance
1:30 PM Staff
Meeting {Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer
Group {Parlor}

Hungry Week at UF &
SFC
11:00 AM Preschool
Dance
1:30 PM Staff
Meeting {Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer
Group {Parlor}

Saturday

4

5

11

12

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

30

31

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
11:00 AM Koinonia
Presbyterian
Women's Meeting
{Oak Hammock}
3:30 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS
Dinner - Vice Versa
Night
7:30 PM College
Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners
Mind-Parlor {Parlor
134}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
12:00 PM Executive
Commission {Library Rm 213}
3:30 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS
Dinner - Pajamas and
Pancakes Night
7:30 PM College
Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners
Mind-Parlor {Parlor
134}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
3:30 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS
Dinner - Invite an
Elder Night
7:15 PM Session
{Room 201}
7:30 PM College
Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners
Mind-Parlor {Parlor
134}
Hungry Week at UF &
SFC
10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
3:30 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS
Dinner - Souper Bowl
Night
7:30 PM College
Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners
Mind-Parlor {Parlor
134}
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Friday

1

6:00 PM Carol
Ringers
7:30 PM Chancel
Choir

6:00 PM Carol
Ringers
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

Atlanta Passion
Preschool Closed
8:00 PM No Name
Group {Parlor 134}

8:00 PM No Name
Group {Parlor 134}

7:30 PM Tom
Trenney - Organ
Concert

10:00 AM Chancel
Choir

Hungry Week at UF &
SFC
6:00 PM Carol
Ringers
7:30 PM Chancel
Choir

For our most up to date calendar, please visit:
http://1stpc.org/ifpc-calendar.html

Year-End Contribution Statements will be sent upon request after January 15th. Please contact
Trudy at business@1stpc.org or through the church office and specify if you prefer email or regular mail.
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Tom Trenney, Organ Concert
Friday, January 25, 7:30 p.m.

The Festival of Choirs
Tom Trenney, Conductor
Sunday, January 27, 5:00 p.m.

Two events in the New Year at First Presbyterian Church include a concert by organist Tom Trenney on Friday,
January 25, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. and on Sunday, January 27, 2019 at 5 p.m. the Thirty-Third Annual Ecumenical
Festival of Choirs with Tom Trenney conducting the choirs of First Presbyterian, First United Methodist, Holy
Trinity Episcopal, and Trinity United Methodist Churches. These programs are supported in part by a grant from
the Presbyterian Association of Musicians.
Known for his engaging improvisations on hymns, submitted themes, silent films, scripture, poetry, and artwork,
Tom Trenney became the first organist to be awarded First Prize and Audience Prize in the American Guild of
Organists’ (AGO) National Competition in Organ Improvisation in 2006.
Tom has performed at Royce Hall (UCLA), the Schermerhorn Symphony Hall (Nashville), Benaroya Hall (Seattle),
Ocean Grove Auditorium (New Jersey), Portland Municipal Auditorium (Maine), Spreckels Organ Pavilion (San
Diego), and Verizon Hall at Kimmel Center (Philadelphia); and has served as organist and clinician at regional
and national conventions of the American Guild of Organists, the Organ Historical Society, the Presbyterian
Association of Musicians, the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, National Association of Pastoral
Musicians, the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts, and the Calvin Institute of Worship.
Since 2009, he has served as Minister of Music to First-Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, where he shepherds
four adult choirs, accompanies the congregation on the organ, preaches sermons, and guides the Abendmusik
at First Plymouth Concert Series. In 2015-2016, three of First-Plymouth’s choirs were honored to perform at
conventions of the Nebraska Choral Directors Association, the Nebraska Music Educators Association, and the
North Central American Choral Directors Association. In March 2017, First-Plymouth’s chamber choir, Cantorei,
sang two worship services at the national ACDA convention in Minneapolis.
Ask any Montreator who attended the 2017 Montreat Conference on Worship and Music about Tom Trenney.
Tom conducted the Adult Choir and the Chamber Choir. He is one of the finest guest conductors Montreat has
sponsored.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Meetings
Circle

Date

Time

Place

Subject

Chocolate Lovers

Wed. Jan. 2

1:30 p.m.

Church Library

God’s Promise: I Am with You

Circle 6

Tues. Jan. 8

12:00 p.m.

Church Parlor

God’s Promise: I Am with You

Circle 5

Tues. Jan. 8

7:00 p.m.

B. Vloedman's

God’s Promise: I Am with You

Koinonia

Wed. Jan. 9

11:00 a.m.
*10:30 a.m.

Oak Hammock
*Social-Acorn Rm

God’s Promise: I Am with You
Lesson Five

The Beth Moore Circle completed "Wonderstruck: Awaken to the Nearness of God" by Margaret Feinberg. They
will start their next study in February. Feel free to join them. They will again meet every other Wednesday.
The Annual Gathering of the Presbyterian Women of The St. Augustine Presbytery will be held January 26,
2019, at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Palm Coast, Florida. We plan to ride over together. Please contact Cyndie
Williams at cyndiewill1@gmail.com if you are interested in riding with our group.
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Christian Education

Nursery - The nursery is available every Sunday for
infants (starting at 6 weeks) to 18 months in Room 109,
19 months to 2 years in Room 111, and 3 years to PK in
Room 113 from 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Youth Connection

January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Time for Young Disciples - During the 10:55
a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited to
come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.
Afterwards, children ages 4 through 2nd grade will go to
a structured time of learning in Kids-4-God in Room
218 - upstairs in the Christian Education Building.
Children’s Worship Bags are available every
Sunday in the Chapel, the Narthex, and the Sanctuary
entrance from Gordon Hall. Please pick one up before
the worship service to help your child participate in
worship. Following the service, please return the bags to
the basket. The Christian Education Committee hopes
these bags will aid your children in worship. Bring your
worship guide (from inside the bag) home from church
and enter your SECRET CODE from the box on the
cover to unlock fun GAMES!

Youth Connection is for middle and high school
youth. We meet mainly on Sunday evenings from 5:30
p.m. to 7:15 p.m. starting with dinner in the Serving
Room. We have a time of worship and Bible Study
and conclude with games in Gordon Memorial Hall.
Contact Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org for more
information.

KIDS-4-GOD - During the 10:55 a.m. worship
service, children ages 4 through 2nd grade have a special
learning and worship time immediately following Time
for Young Disciples. Children are dismissed from the
worship service and will meet back with their families
on the stage in Gordon Memorial Hall following the
worship service. **Kids-4-God will take a break on
Sundays, January 27 for our children to see our youth
lead worship.

Souper Bowl of Caring - Mark your calendars
now! Eat lunch at church in Gordon Hall on Sunday,
February 3! Youth Connection will once again be hosting
Souper Bowl of Caring after church. For a donation, you
decide the amount, you can take your pick from many
different types of soup. You can come back for seconds,
thirds, or even more. As long as there is soup in the crock
pots, you are welcome to eat. 100% of the donations will be
given to Gainesville Community Ministries. Last year we
raised $2,758. Our church has lots of good cooks, so please
plan on eating lunch with us. If you cannot stay, our youth
will be accepting donations after church. Just look for the
people with the big soup pots. Checks are accepted: write
Souper Bowl of Caring in the memo line.

Children and Youth Sunday School There will be a combined class for all ages on Sunday,
January 20 due to the holiday. Sunday School Classes
meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian
Education Building.
Gordon Hoover Class - room 115
Visitors and new members are welcome every Sunday.
January 6
2 John and 3 John
Bob Bailey
January 13
Introduction
Perry Foote
and 1 Peter 1
January 20
1 Peter 2
Pam Bailey
January 27
1 Peter 3
Robert Craig

for 6th through 12th graders
Youth Connection
5:30-7:15 p.m.
Youth Connection
5:30-7:15 p.m.
No YC
MLK, Jr. Break
No YC
Youth Sunday
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Christian Education

Save the Dates!

Vacation
Bible
School
- Save the date! The Christian
Education Committee is hosting
VBS this summer from 9:30 a.m.-12
p.m. Monday, June 3-Friday, June 7.
More information will be announced in the upcoming
months.
The Great Escape - Are you
planning to send your rising 6th
grader through rising 9th grader
to camp in Ocklawaha, Florida
this July 26-30? Pre-Registration
closes this month. Contact Vicki Sumner by email at
children@1stpc.org to find out how you can register
early and save some money. The deadline to register
early is Sunday, January 20, 2018. If you have a youth
in high school who is interested in serving on the camp
work crew and gaining volunteer service hours, we have
a place for them as well.

LOGOS is an after-school ministry designed to
nurture children and youth in Christian discipleship.
The LOGOS program includes development and
growth in Kingdom beliefs and values through Bible
Study, service to others before self, building lasting
relationships through recreation and a shared meal,
and development in worship skills through five
children/youth choirs. This Wednesday ministry is
offered during the school year, 3:45-6 p.m. Dinner is
served at 6 p.m. when children, parents, leaders, and
church members share a delicious meal in fellowship
around the table. Leadership involves parents, college
students, and other members of the congregation.
LOGOS Family Time Themes

January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

Vice Versa Night
Pajamas and Pancakes Night
Invite an Elder Night
Souper Bowl Night

Calling All
Cooks
Our church family gathered to celebrate the
Advent season. Two of our traditions are making
gingerbread churches at the Advent Workshop and
breaking bread together at the Joy Gift Breakfast.
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Youth Connection is looking for a few good cooks to
make a crock pot of soup on Sunday, February 3. We will
once again be hosting Souper Bowl of Caring in Gordon
Hall immediately following the 10:55 a.m. worship
service. This is a fundraiser on Super Bowl Sunday to
raise funds for a Gainesville Community Ministries that
feeds the hungry, and 100% of the profit will go to the
agency. Youth Connection hopes to serve over 20 types
of soup and in return collect many generous donations.
If you are interested in making a crockpot of soup, please
contact Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org or 378-1527,
by Sunday, January 27. Last year we raised $2,758 for
Gainesville Community Ministries.

First Presbyterian Church
106 South West Third Street
Gainesville, FL 32601
(352) 378-1527
Return Service Requested
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January Bugle

are you still hungry?
January 28 - February 01
University of Florida and Santa Fe College
Hungry? is a week of events, where the campus community will be
exploring the big questions of life surrounding meaning, purpose, morality,
and destiny. There will be free lunch at all of the daytime events and
speakers from various backgrounds. There will also be Q&A after most
University
Florida
| Santa
Fe College
talks, so bring
questionsofabout
God,
Christianity,
or life in general.

February 12-16
HungryUF.com

*Hungry Week events are for students and faculty.
We are asking the congregation to pray for these events, the students, faculty, and leaders.

