
As We Gather Sunday 
 

April 2, 2015 
Maundy Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

Basin and Towel 
John 13:1-9 

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 

April 3, 2015 
Good Friday, 7 p.m. 

The Seven Last Words of 
Christ 

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 

April 5, 2015 
Easter Sunday 

Liminal Space: Three Days 
Luke 24:1-8 

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 

April 12, 2015 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Oh Jonah! Musical and 

Message 
Jonah 2:1-10 

 

April 19, 2015 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Generous Living 
Proverbs 11:24-25 

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 

April 26, 2015 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Graduate Sunday 
Scott Stuart 

Dear Friends, 
 

The generosity of this congregation continues to amaze me.  Not only 
have you been faithful in generous giving, you are a consistent 
testimony to generous living.  Living generously is an act of trust.  Herb 
Miller writes, “Giving is not so much a matter or act of 
generosity as it is an act of trust.  We do not feel secure 
financially because we have; we feel secure financially 
because we trust God to continue providing what we need.” 
 

Our annual stewardship emphasis is about “Generous Living.” 
 

24 One gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds 
unduly, but comes to poverty.  25 A generous person will 
prosper; the one who refreshes others will also be refreshed. 
Proverbs 11:24-25    
 

Generous Living is built on generous sowing.  The one who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  When we sow there will be 
a harvest to be reaped as Generous Living.  Generous Living is a result 
of cheerful and joyful giving.  Paul wrote it this way, “Each of you 
must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  Giving 
cheerfully yields Generous Living. 
 

Generous Living is about giving, having an outlet to give life and 
hope to others.  The illustration is the Dead Sea.  We arrived at the 
Dead Sea to late in the evening to take a float, not a swim.    
 

The Dead Sea is called the Dead Sea for a reason, it’s dead.  The salt 
content is only one of the reasons.  It is many times saltier than the 
oceans; no fish can live in it.  The only people you see in the Dead Sea 
are tourists like me who want to say, “I have been in the Dead Sea.”  
You don’t need to swim all you have to do is to bob. 
          -Continued on next page 

VOLUME 13 ISSUE 4 

Sunday WorshipSunday Worship  

8:30 a.m. Iona Chapel/Communion8:30 a.m. Iona Chapel/Communion  

10:55 a.m. Sanctuary10:55 a.m. Sanctuary  

Cox Channel 11 Television Broadcast Cox Channel 11 Television Broadcast   

Sundays 9Sundays 9--10 a.m.10 a.m.  

Live Streaming Sunday at 11 a.m. at Live Streaming Sunday at 11 a.m. at 

www.1stpc.orgwww.1stpc.org  

352.378.1527•www.1stpc.org352.378.1527•www.1stpc.org  
  

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Robert ShettlerPastor: Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler  

  

First Presbyterian Church 



Continued Message from Dr. Bob                                Page 2 

It is next to impossible to sink in water that salty.  Another reason it is dead is in spite of fresh water flow-
ing into it, there is no outlet.  The fresh water coming in just stays there. 
 

So it is with our lives.  We can become dead if we continue to take in but do not give out.  In our lives, one 
way we can avoid being dead is to live generously by giving to others.  Generous Living is from the 
grace of God which creates a heart of openness and generosity.   
 

The life of Generous Living is a life that is blessed.  The blessing of a life of Generous Living is through 
giving. 
 

The theme of our 2015-2016 Stewardship is Generous Living.  Our goal is $725,000.  You will soon re-
ceive information regarding the campaign and a pledge card.  Please continue to live and give generously 
to the ongoing budget of First.  
 

May 7th is an important day for our community.  It is the day set aside for us to pray for our Nation.  The 
theme this year is “Lord, Hear Our Cry.”  We have been asked and have accepted the invitation to host the 
prayer breakfast here at First for the National Day of Prayer on May 7, 2015 at 8 a.m. in Gordon Hall.  Join 
us in prayer and with your presence for the breakfast on May 7th.  Please RSVP to Carol Israel at 378-1527 
or assistant@1stpc.org. 
 

We will be inviting leaders from all areas of our community to join us.  The prayer focus for the day will be 
on these seven parts of our lives:  Government, Military, Media, Business, Education, Church and Family. 
 

The acronym for prayer is this: 
 

Praise:  Thank God for what He has already accomplished through Jesus. 
 

Repent:  Confess your sins and shortcomings.  Repent personally and on behalf of our nation.  The Lord is 
quick to forgive when we come humbly to Him. 
 

Ask:  Ask God to reveal truth, turn our hearts back toward Him and bring healing. 
 

Yield:  Yield to the Lord and recognize that He has heard our prayer and will answer according to His will.  
He is ready to provide guidance and direction. 
 

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone--  2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness. 1 Timothy 2:1-2  NIV   
 

Jesus said my house is to be a house of prayer. 
 
The generosity of this congregation continues to amaze me.  Thank you for your commitments and gifts to 
our Together in Faith for Tomorrow Campaign.  To date we have received $1,054,225 in pledges to-
ward our goal.  To God alone be the Glory.  If you are still considering a pledge and gift, please surround 
your consideration with this prayer. 
 

Almighty God, 
Together, you have called us to be the body of Christ. 

In Faith, we trust in You with all our hearts, acknowledge You in all our endeavors,  
with confidence that You will direct our paths. 

For Tomorrow, we commit this capital campaign to You.  
Our prayer is that through the dedication of our resources, You would be glorified. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
  
Living Generously, 
 
                           
 
 

mailto:assistant@1stpc.org
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Long before Palm Pilots, smart phones, and even tiny spiraled note pads, there was little red string.  I 
know many of you may find it hard to believe, but I used to be a little scattered brained as a young boy.  
Often, I would go to school with a backpack full of homework and projects to turn in, only to return with 
the very things I was supposed to hand in.  After coming home I usually had the same response, “I forgot” 
or “I just had so many people to talk too.”  My mom and dad sensing a pattern to my absence mindedness, 
introduced me to the concept of “the little red string.”  My dad pulled out some red yarn and told me to tie 
it around my finger.  He went on to explain that as I looked down at my string I would be reminded of 
whatever it was I was supposed to remember.  The truth of the matter is, it worked.  Having an indicator 
served as a reminder for the things that I seemed to forget. 
 
The question is, what does little red string have to do with this month’s Bugle article?  As many of you all 
know Lent is upon us.  This is a time in which we reflect the 40 days before our Savior would go to the 
cross.  Traditionally speaking, we begin this special time with Ash Wednesday and go all the way until 
Easter Sunday.  This year, I am challenging my college students to not only give up something for Lent, but 
for us to collectively join in a 40 day fast.  Currently, we have a calendar where students sign their name on 
a day committing to join together in continual prayer and fasting.  By everyone taking a day, we can walk 
in unity constantly lifting our church, community, and the various needs of others though out this time.  I 
tell my students, every time you have a hunger moment or you reach for the very thing you gave up, let 
this serve as your little red string.  Rather than feeding your stomach, feed your heart, mind, and soul with 
prayer. 
 
We have so many exciting things happening within our church and our community.  During this time, we 
want to actively seek the Lord’s wisdom and discernment as we continue to move together in faith for 
tomorrow.  Please continue to pray for us, as we look to grow together and challenge our hearts, minds, 
and souls.   
 
Blessings to you all, as we journey together in love,   
 

College Cafe 
 

College Students, are you  
hungry?  Join us after the  

10:55 a.m. Worship Service on 
Sundays for a FREE home  

cooked meal through April 26.  

Trajectory  

College Students, join us at Trajectory 
every Wednesday night at 7:30 for a 
night of Bible Study, Fellowship, 
and Fun located in Gordon Hall.   
If you have any thoughts or  

questions, please contact  

Scott Stuart at  

college@1stpc.org  
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You Are My Beloved:  Baptism to Transfiguration 
 

The theme of the 2015 Montreat Conferences on Worship & Music is “You Are My  
Beloved,” journeying through the time after Epiphany, from Baptism of the Lord to 
Transfiguration. Through daily worship, workshops, classes and rehearsals, this often 
neglected season of the church year will be given a closer look as we delve into its  
riches.  Unique to this conference will be discussion of the church’s ministry through 
weddings, classes to help the church learn how to welcome people with physical and 
intellectual disabilities, and more.   
 

Annual offerings of worship and Bible study; choral, handbell, and instrumental music; 
as well as visual art and drama will draw us into community with each other in the 
beautiful mountains of North Carolina.  Young adults will be encouraged to join  
together for discussion and discernment, as well as have fellowship together.  Children 
and youth will have fun and games, and also learn how to be the church that celebrates 
and welcomes those with physical and intellectual disabilities.  As always, this rich ar-
ray of ensembles and activities for adults, youth, and children will equip the church to better serve the 
world, as it examines “who is the beloved.” 
 

Montreat Conference on Worship and Music SILENT AUCTION 
 

Now is a great time to plan for the April 12 Montreat Worship and Music Conference silent auction.  
Donation items are appreciated and are now being accepted.  Successful auction items in the past range in 
value from $25-$5500 and include tickets to opera, theater, ballet and sports events; weekend getaways; 
restaurant dining; autographed books; gift certificates, framed prints, watches; silver and gold jewelry- to 
name only a few of the many auction items donated.    For more information or if you are willing to donate 
an item please contact Susan Roland 318-1146, slr3235@gmail.com; Cyndie Williams 262-6718, cyndi-
will1@gmail.com or Mark Coffey, 378-1527/ music@1stpc.org. The Silent Auction committee reserves the 
right to screen all donations and to set the minimum bid. The Silent Auction will be held in Gordon Hall  
immediately following worship on Sunday, April 12.  

 

Montreat Worship and Music Noteworthy Sponsor April 19-May 17 
 

Please become a Noteworthy Sponsor. You may visit the Noteworthy Sponsor table in Gordon Hall  after 
worship or place a check in the offering place with the memo for Montreat Noteworthy Sponsor or mail a 
check to the church office. To date, we have raised $10,328 towards our goal of $25,000.   Your support is 
one of the reasons that Montreat continues to be a mountain top week in our lives. Thank you for having 
the heart of God for the children of God. 

On Sunday, April 12 the Cherub, Junior and Senior choirs will present Alan Pote’s “Oh, Jonah!” as part of 
worship. This exciting musical drama is based on the book of Jonah. The story of the prophet is brought 
to life with music, mime and merry-making. It’s a tale involving responsibility, repentance, listening for 
the word of God in our lives, accepting people who are different from us and believing that there is mercy 
and compassion for all who turn to God – serious thoughts, but told with a sense of humor and frolicking 
fun. 
The lead role of Jonah will be played by Alexis Vellis, with Sam Williams as the captain and Andrew  
Osmun as King of the Ninevites. Lindsey Neumann is the stage director.  The musical will also be pre-
sented at Oak Hammock on April 12 at 2:30 p.m. 

mailto:slr3235@gmail.com
mailto:music@1stpc.org
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Jubilate Ringers 

Handbell Concert 

 

Wednesday April 22, 2015 
  7 p.m. 

 
The Jubilate Ringers will present a 
concert in the Oak Room at Oak 
Hammock. Please join our youth  
as they present  a 45 minute  
concert  for the residents of Oak 
Hammock. There is no charge for this event.  

Youth Connection girls are  
invited to attend our monthly 
Girls Night Out! This month it 
will be held from 6-10 p.m. on 
Friday, April 17. Plan to meet in 
the church office. Plan to bring 
$10 to help with the cost of our 

event and dinner. RSVP to Vicki Sumner, at  
378-1527/children@1stpc.org, by Monday, April 13. 

Concordia Choir: Thank you to all who attended the Concordia College Choir Concert. The Concert for a 

Cause offering for Family Promise of Gainesville totaled over $5,200.  Our appreciation to Beverly and 

Andy Vloedman, The Chancel Choir, Karen Coffey, Genie Boothby, Jim Guerin, Carol Israel, Judy Daw-

son, Laura Netardus, Bob Penn, Kris VanSickle, Eric Wagner, Beth Wood for preparing a delicious meal 

for the Concordia College Choir as well as those who provided bed and breakfast for the choir members . 

Circle Date Time Place Subject 

Circles 3 & 4 Tuesday, April 7 10:00 AM Gordon Hall 2 Corinthians 

Circle 5 Tuesday, April 7 7:00 p.m. Wendy Garlington's 2 Corinthians 

   home  

Circle 6 Tuesday, April 7 Noon Church Parlor Old Testament 

Chocolate Lovers Wednesday, April 1 1:30 PM Conference room 2 Corinthians 

Koinonia- Oak Hammock Wednesday, April 1 10:00 AM Oak Hammock 2 Corinthians 

Beth Moore: The Patriachs Monday, April 13 & 27 9:45 AM Church Parlor The Patriarchs 

 
(meets every other 

Monday)    

Beth Moore: 1&2 Thessalo-
nians 

Wednesday, 
4/1,4/8,4/15 5:45 PM Rm 211, 2nd floor 1 & 2 Thessalonians 

 (meets weekly)    

Young Professional  
Women Sunday, April 12 12:30 PM Rm 207, 2nd floor Beth Moore: Esther 

Would you like to join a women's Bible study group? We meet on various days of the week at various 
times.  Surely one of these groups fits into your schedule. It is a great way to meet other women in the 
church. We would love to have you join us. Contact Beth Wood at Beth.6302@yahoo.com if you want more 
information. 



During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited 
to come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.  After the 
lesson the children are invited to go to a structured time of learning in 
Kids-4-God. 

 

During the 10:55 a.m. worship service, children age 4 through 2nd grade have a 
special learning and worship time beginning at 11:20 a.m.  Children are dismissed 
from the worship service after the Time for Young Disciples for a structured time of 
learning about Christ…while having fun!   

 

***We will have a Time for Young Disciples in both services on Easter Sunday*** 
**We will not have Kids-4God on Easter Sunday** 

*We will not have a Time for Young Disciples or Kids-4-God on April 12* 
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April 5 No Sunday School-Easter  

April 12 “Love One Another” 1 John 3:11-24 

April 19 “Believe God’s Love” 1 John 4:13-5:5 

April 26 “Watch Out for Deceivers” 2 John 1-13 

April 5 Easter-No Class  

April 12 Hebrews Chapter 7 Perry Foote 

April 19 Hebrews Chapter 8 Bob Bailey 

April 26 Hebrews Chapter 9 Pam Bailey 

Nursery The nursery is available every Sunday for infants (starting at 6 weeks), toddlers and children 

through four years old beginning at 9:15 a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. service.  
 

Gordon Hoover (Room 115, 9:30 a.m.) Visitors and New Members are welcome. Come learn with us!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Word (Room 211, 9:30 a.m.)  The Spirit Comes; Unit II: The Community of the Beloved Disciple 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children and Youth Sunday School classes for children and youth meet on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education Building.  

***We will not have Sunday School on Sunday, April 5th due to Easter Sunday*** 

4 years - 2nd Grade Janine Hubbell, Beth Wood, Carol Turner Room 202 

3rd - 5th Grade Patty Hill and Vicki Sumner Room 215 

6th - 8th Grade Sarah Whitfield and Richard Johansen Room 217 

9th - 12th Grade Scott Stuart and Beth Decker Room 218 



 

Application forms for the Kirkpatrick family, J. Wayne Reitz, John R. Greenman, William K. “Bill” 
Robertson, Ruth Maren and Charles and Mary Ross scholarships are available in the church office or 
by email at business@1stpc.org.  The deadline for submission of the application, transcripts and two 
letters of recommendation is Friday, April 3, for support during the 2015-2016 academic year.  
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Youth Connection 

Youth Connection is for youth in middle and high school.  

We share a meal together, discuss how our faith affects 

our lives and actions, and conclude with fun and games. 

April Schedule 
 

Saturday, April 4 Help with Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 5 Easter Sunday - No YC 
Sunday, April 12 Spring Musical - No YC 
Friday, April 17 Girls Night Out (6-10 p.m.) 
Sunday, April 19 Youth Connection at 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 26 Senior Breakfast (9:30 a.m.) 
   Senior Recognition (10:55 a.m.) 
   End of the Year Lunch (12:30 p.m.) 

 

We hope to see you at Youth Connection! If you have 

any questions please contact Vicki Sumner at 378-1527 
or children@1stpc.org.  

If you are graduating from high school, please 
let us know your plans for after graduation.  
Those of you that are graduating from college 
please let us know what your degree is in and 
what your plans are for after 
graduation.  Call the church 
office at 378-1527 or email us at 
children@1stpc.org. 

 

Come on over to First Presbyterian Church on  
Wednesday afternoons for our wonderful child and 
youth mid-week ministry.   Ages 4 through 12th grade. 
 

Enjoy Bible study, worship skills, recreation, and   
family dinner as we become disciples of Jesus Christ. 
For questions, please contact Vicki Sumner at 378-1527 
or children@1stpc.org.  

 

There will be NO LOGOS on Wednesday, April 1 due to Holy Week 

All 1 year olds through 5th graders 
are encouraged to bring their  

families to Gordon Hall at 10 a.m.  
 

We will hear a story, hunt for eggs 
and eat delicious cookies. 

 
We ask that each person bring a 
canned good for us to donate to 

Gainesville Community Ministries. 
 

Vicki Sumner can answer questions 
378-1527 or children@1stpc.org 
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We would like to congratulate our high school and college graduates.  First Presbyterian Church  
is proud of your great achievement and we pray that God will continue to bless your future!  

 

Please join us on Sunday, April 26 at the 10:55 a.m. worship service as we recognize our graduates 
and have a reception for them in Gordon Memorial Hall following the service. 

 College Graduates 

Brittany Hardin 

Venelle Jasmin 

Kathleen O’Leary 

Ellie Portillo 

Lizzy Tobener 

Benjamin Williams 

 

 

 

 

High School Graduates 

Kaela Ayers 

Thomas Buschbacher 

Murielle LeMaire 

Andrew Osmun 

Jonathan Pedrick 

Maxim Portillo 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Youth Connection is hosting a breakfast  
to celebrate our High School Graduates on  

Sunday, April 26 at 9:30 a.m. in Gordon  Hall.  
We will have breakfast, recognize our graduates 
and spend time in fellowship with one another. 

Please let Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org  
or 378-1527, know if you plan to attend. 

The Great Escape is for 
rising 6th - rising 9th 
grade students to build 
relationships within our 
church group while at 
camp from July 20-25.  
The youth will spend 

their days participating in activities such as horseback 
riding, ropes courses, rock climbing, swimming,  
canoeing and more. The cost has been subsidized by the 
church budget making the cost $200 per camper. The 
deadline to sign up is July 6.  Feel free to visit the camp 
website, www.ycmhome.org, or contact Scott Stuart, at  
378-1527 or college@1stpc.org, for more information. 

http://www.ycmhome.org
mailto:college@1stpc.org


Calling all rising 6th-12th graders! We are  
heading to Chattanooga, TN July 13-18 for a 
week to remember. Students will deepen their 
walks with Christ and experience Christian  
community with others from the United States, 
see, worship, and live with believers in our own 
country, experiencing and sharing the love of 
Jesus. Son Servants supports and joins in the work of local ministries 
and Christian agencies by providing such services as building churches, 
home repairs, evangelical outreach, and children’s programs. Our hope 
is that the student will return to his or her own church more committed 
to helping the church become more involved in missions. The cost is 
$200 per person. The deadline to sign up is July 6. Visit the camp  
website, www.ycmhome.org, or contact Scott Stuart, 378-1527 or   
college@1stpc.org for more information. 
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Vacation Bible School 
First Presbyterian Church, 
  

We are entering the time of year when we begin to realize that summer is not really that far away and  
suddenly we ask ourselves, "What are we going to do to keep the kids busy all summer?"  As you begin 
looking at summer camps and activities we hope you will mark your calendars to go Back In Time! Bring 
the whole flock to Hometown Nazareth: Where Jesus Was a Kid!   Kids who are rising kindergartners 
through 6th grade will travel back into Bible times – without setting foot outside our community.  
Experience this fun, hands-on Bible-times village right here at First Presbyterian Church. Each day, your 
family members can become part of history as they see, hear, touch, and even taste what it was like to live 
in Jesus’ hometown! You’ll explore authentic Marketplace shops, visit Jesus’ mom, Mary, take part in 
games, dance to lively Bible songs, and sample tasty tidbits as you discover more about Jesus’ childhood. 
These experiences make God’s Word come alive with new meaning for all who participate! Church  
members AND non-members are welcome so invite your friends and neighbors to join in this great  
adventure! So mark these dates on your calendar: July 13-17, 2015. The adventure starts at 9:30 a.m. and 
will end at 12 p.m. each day and the cost per child is only $15 for the week.  Scholarships are available. 
Registration information will be available soon. 
  

Parents and grandparents -- if you are looking for a meaningful way to spend time with your young ones 
this summer look no further.  We are searching for enthusiastic volunteers to help make this the best VBS 
possible. Whatever your talents may be -- crafts, teaching, leading, serving, helping -- we have a spot for 
you on our team! Please call the church office (378-1527) and they will put you in touch with the Christian 
Education Committee. 
  

Our goal is to reach not only the children of First Presbyterian Church but also other children in our  
community.  While the registration fee helps cover some of the costs of presenting VBS we do not want the 
fee to discourage families from participating. Therefore we are requesting contributions for the VBS  
Scholarship Fund.  If you are interested in contributing to our scholarship fund please send your check to 
First Presbyterian Church and write VBS scholarship in the memo section. Thank you for your generosity! 
  

Can you tell we are excited about VBS? If you weren't quite sure I'm here to tell you - WE ARE EXCITED 
ABOUT VBS! Please keep our planning team in your prayers as we seek God's direction and leadership. 
God bless! 
  

Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org 

Family Promise Day Center 
Receives a New Roof-
Through a generous  
contribution of labor and 
roofing supplies from Perry 
Roofing and the ABC Supply 
Company the Property Com-
mittee was able to re-roof the 
Family Promise Day Center 
with a much needed new 
roof.  A special thanks to 
these two companies for their 
support of the Family Promise 
organization, it is very appre-
ciated by all. 
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LOCAL MISSION NEWS 
 

THE OPPORTUNITIES NEVER END BECAUSE THE NEEDS AROUND US  
ARE ALWAYS PRESENT!  

 
Each time we see another opportunity , we try to pass it on to the congregation so that you may feel 
drawn to it, not because you are asked by a committee or a session, but because you feel the call of Jesus to 
serve and look for the way that you are led. Below is a list that may help you search; there are so many 
needs that you should not feel overwhelmed but choose something that you feel you might be good at and 
enjoy. 
 
St. Francis House will continue to have 1st Presbyterian serve the evening meal on both the first and third 
Mondays of the month! You have once again answered the need for servers on the first Monday, and two 
volunteers came forward this month to help Vi Asmuth. THANK YOU ,congregation! 
 
Education opportunities exist if you would like to tutor. We have a volunteer program at Rawlings 
School to tutor elementary children in reading once a week. 
Gainesville Community Ministry has also requested help in tutoring students for taking the GED. We also  
have an ESOL program for international students or adults who want to improve their understanding of 
English language.  
 
Family Promise, formerly known as IHN, is preparing for becoming fully functional again as early as 
April. We have in place Curtis Murphy as coordinator and Bobra Palmer as recruiter as our church plans 
to host in our facility again. Dianne Phillips is now a member of the board of Family Promise, and they are 
diligently interviewing now to select a new director whose office will again be housed in the day center 
across from the church. Please stay tuned for updates on this most worthy project which allows us to give 
of ourselves to those families who temporarily have no home. 
 
Sock collection has once again been a big success and is now complete until next winter. Thanks to all of 
you who warm the feet of the St. Francis clients. 
 
Food Collection for Gainesville Community Ministry continues to be a very important ministry for 
downtown Gainesville. Please remember to  bring weekly food donations so that they can keep their 
shelves full. 
 
If you want to be involved in any of these programs and need someone to help you do this, pleas call the 
church office and you will be directed to someone who can get you started. Alternatively, you may call 
Orene Schoenfeld @ 339-0100. 

LOGOS Annual Report 

The LOGOS mid-week ministry continues to offer the children, youth and young adults of First Presbyterian Church a 

wonderful opportunity to Glorify God, Make Disciples and Meet Human Needs.  The LOGOS ministry includes  

development in worship skills through games and recreation, choir and musical instruments, Bible study and mission 

work and fellowship during a shared meal.  This year’s theme was developed around the Bible verse Jonah 2:2, “In my 

distress I called to the Lord and He answered me.”  Hymns, songs, bulletin boards, shirts and activities were structured 

around this Bible verse.  Every participant learned the Bible verse Jonah 2:2.  By providing everyone the opportunity to 

have a LOGOS tee-shirt the families were able to show their pride for our mid-week ministry and add “face time” with-

in the community.            

 -Continued on next page. 
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Nursery Annual Report 

March, 2015 

Major Accomplishment This Past Year: 

 Hired Courtney Mueller to work in the nursery on a weekly basis. 

 Hired Ashley Ray to work in the nursery on a rotation of every other Sunday with Matt Sumner. This allows for 

more flexibility in scheduling and the ability to worship twice a month. 

 Hired Christine Cutting as a substitute to work in the nursery on Sundays when our staff members need time off. 

 We have a couple consistent children in the nursery each week. 

 Our nursery pagers are in working order and we also offer the option for families to leave their cell phone numbers 

for a text message if the nursery has a need or question during services. This allows the families the ability to quick-

ly respond and not leave the service. 
 

Major Problems Encountered This Past Year: 

 Eleanor Lavery served as our Nursery Coordinator for seven years and felt it was time to move on from working on 

a weekly basis. She is still a substitute who works 2-4 times a year. 

 Lack of volunteering church members in the nursery on a weekly basis and on special occasions. Some preschool 

teachers have helped as needed and have received pay for doing so. 
 

Major Goals for Next Year: 

 To continue to provide a safe, loving childcare and environment for the children to learn of God’s Love and  

     Christian Faith. 

 To provide opportunities for parent and volunteer involvement in the ministry. 

 To promote parent engagement with Nursery Coordinator and staff. 
 

Summary: 

Attendance continues to be sporadic with several Sundays only having 1-2 children in nursery care. We notice an in-

crease in children that coincides with the young adult courses offered and with the young choirs singing/playing in wor-

ship. We will continue to provide a safe, fun, loving environment for the young children here at FPC. 
 

Vicki Sumner, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Dr. Mark Coffey worked with our LOGOS choirs and put together a spring musical “Oh Jonah!” which will be held on 

Sunday, April 12 as a part of our 10:55 a.m. worship service. This was a wonderful way to bring the lessons of the year 

together and share with our congregation. 

One of the unique values in participating in LOGOS is the ministry includes the entire family! This year we grew in 

numbers with the addition of three new families adding many new faces to participate in LOGOS weekly. We were so 

excited to have the addition of these families.  The committee presented Mission Nights offering the opportunity for 

themed service projects. Some of the service projects included donating money and non-perishable items to Gainesville 

Community Ministries, making food bags for people in need who stop by the church office asking for food, donating 

coats and other clothing to St. Francis homeless shelter, caroling to homebound members and contributing to the Jesus 

Wells in Asia in memory of Pastor Larry Hendon.   
  

On April 29th we will host the 4th Annual HOLY SMOKES! BBQ to celebrate our graduating high school seniors and 

recognize the many, many volunteers it takes to make this ministry happen every Wednesday!  We invite the  

congregation to join us! 
  

Blessings, 
  

Margaret Dowling 

LOGOS Committee Chair 



First Presbyterian Church  

106 South West Third Street 

Gainesville, Florida 32601 

(352) 378-1527 

Return Service Requested 

NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Permit # 302 

GAINESVILLE, FL 32601 

 

April 2015 Bugle 

 

A Whale of A Tale 

Sunday, April 12 

 

Allen Pote and Carole McCann’s Holy Week 
 

Thursday, April 2 
Maundy Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

Basin and Towel 
John 13:1-9 

Holy Communion 
Nursery available beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Friday, April 3 

Good Friday, 7:00 p.m.  
The Seven Last Words of Christ 

Nursery available beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, April 5 
Easter Sunday 

Liminal Space: Three Days 
Luke 24:1-8 

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
8:30 (Communion) and 10:55 a.m. will be in the Sanctuary.   


