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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler, Pastor

4 Ways to Join Us on Sunday Mornings!

1 8:30 a.m. in  
Iona Chapel 2 10:55 a.m. in  

the Sanctuary 3 10:00 a.m. on  
Cox Channel 11 4 11:00 a.m.  

on 1stpc.org

Upcoming Sermons 
April 7

 I AM: The True Vine 
John 15:1-11

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler

April 14
Jesus as King
John 12:12-19

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler

April 21
I AM: The Resurrection

John 11:1-37
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler

April 28
God's Will and Your Vocation

Romans 12:1-2, 9-21
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler

April Bugle
Volume 17 

Issue 4

“I am the resurrection 
and the life. ”

John 11:25
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Dear Friends,
The Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew 
chapters 5-7 is the greatest sermon ever preached. 
Jesus’ talk includes many relevant topics of life: 
anger, lust, divorce, oaths, retaliation, enemies, the 
needy, fasting, treasures, judging, and anxiety to 
name a few.
He instructs us not to be anxious about life. 
Specifically, He mentions not worrying about what 
we eat, what we drink, or what we wear. In His final 
words about anxiety, He encourages us not to be 
anxious about tomorrow.
Whenever we are faced with change, anxiety creeps 
in. Change causes us to reflect about the past and to 
become anxious about the future.
Anxiety comes from two emotions: guilt about the 
past and worry about the future. Henri Nouwen in 
his book, Here and Now, gives us these thoughts:  
   Without “Oughts” and “Ifs.”

“It is hard to live in the present. The past and the 
future keep harassing us. The past with guilt, the 
future with worries. So many things have happened 
in our lives about which we feel uneasy, regretful, 
angry, confused, or, at least, ambivalent. And all 
these feelings are often colored by guilt. Guilt that 
says: “You ought to have done something other than 
what you did; you ought to have said something 
other than what you said.” These “oughts” keep us 
feeling guilty about the past and prevent us from 
being fully present to the moment.
Worse, however, than our guilt are our worries. 
Our worries fill our lives with “What ifs”: “What if 
I lose my job, what if my father dies, what if there is 
not enough money, what if the economy goes down, 
what if a war breaks out?” These many “ifs” can so 
fill our mind that we become blind to the flowers in 
the garden and the smiling children on the streets, 
or deaf to the grateful voice of a friend.
The real enemies of our life are the “oughts” and the 
“ifs.” They pull us backward into the unalterable 
past and forward into the unpredictable future. But 
real life takes place in the here and now. God is a 
God of the present. God is always in the moment, be 
that moment hard or easy, joyful or painful. When 
Jesus spoke about God, he always spoke about God  

as being where and when we are. “When you see 
me, you see God. When you hear me you hear God.” 
God is not someone who was or will be, but the One 
who is and who is for me in the present moment. 
That’s why Jesus came to wipe away the burden of 
the past and the worries for the future. He wants us 
to discover God right where we are, here and now.”

Jesus gave us the proper focus to help ease our 
anxiety. First, we are to live today, be in the present. 
“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble." (Matthew 6:34 ESV)
Second, we are to focus on The Kingdom of God. “But 
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.” (Matthew 
6:33)
This is good advice from Jesus, the one who lived in 
the moment every day. Perhaps living without worry 
and anxiety sounds impossible. Some people are so 
hooked on worry, they are concerned when they are 
not worrying about something. 
Let’s take the teaching of Jesus and live in the moment 
knowing, whatever “oughts” we have of the past, His 
forgiveness and mercy are enough to heal our guilt. 
Also, the unknown future is in His hands because He 
is already there. 
Let’s claim Proverbs 3:5-6 . . . “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your paths.”
As I reflect on my time as your pastor, I have deep 
gratitude for the past and great hope for the future.
In His grace and peace,

Hooked on Worry?                        from Dr. Bob
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THANK YOU for Faithfully Serving 
Those in Need
from Fred Lundy

Just a note of thanks to those who served with us last month as we hosted Family Promise families and also spent a 
day in Marianna, Florida helping folks in that community continue to recover from Hurricane Michael!
Both of these events happened in the last two weeks of the month and the family of faith at First Presbyterian Church 
Gainesville continues to be an example of what it means to give with a cheerful heart.
During the weeks from March 17th to March 31st this is what our church family did (as of Wednesday, the 27th):

- Providing housing for 4 families
o This included 5 adults
o And 8 kids (and 2 more on the way!)

-To do this, together we:
o Fed 28 meals to these families
o Made 38 beds
o Had 73 folks who befriended these families

-Together kids and leaders in our church family set up their rooms and moved folks in
-We showed them hospitality and greeted them when they arrived, fed them when they were hungry, got to know 

each other as we shared meals together, helped the kids with homework, provided a safe space for the parents to 
talk, played with their kids so they were able to have some personal time, allowed them a safe place to spend the 
night, and saw them off each morning with full bellies and encouraged hearts to face the day ahead

-We were able to have another partner ministry organization join with us 
-And we had another sister church visit to see how they could help this awesome ministry in the future

As well, you spent a full day on Saturday, March 23rd traveling to Marianna, Florida to help a sister church, First 
Presbyterian of Marianna, and that community recover from 2018’s Hurricane Michael. Together we:

-Took 4 vehicles
-14 volunteers
-Impacted 4 homes
-Helped continue to clear a yard of tree debris
-Cleared a path so power could be restored to another residence
-Moved furniture
-And removed a metal shed and its contents which had been squashed by a huge pine tree
-And carried the love, mercy, servanthood, and hope of Jesus Christ to others in our state

All told, in these two weeks alone, our church provided 660 hours of help, love, support, and encouragement to serve 
our Lord and meet human needs.
So thank you!
Thank you for cooking, cleaning, and caring!
Thank you for serving, sharing, and supporting!
Thank you for being the body of Christ and showing others what it means to: Be – The – Church!
Now rest in the Lord and continue to live missionally!
To God Alone be the Glory,
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The Secret is out!!! 
This year’s Secret Church is April 26th. Curious as to what Secret Church 
is? I’m glad you asked! Almost twenty ago years, David Platt had an idea 
for how we as the church body could come together and pray for those 
who worship in the underground church. It’s hard to imagine that there 
are places in the world that do not have the freedom of worship that we 
do here in the United States. Instead, believers must gather together in 
secret to worship in hopes that they will not be exposed.
On April 26th we will have the privilege of gathering together with 
Christians all over the world to pray for these underground churches. 
David Platt will lead a roughly six-hour sermon through the topic of 
“Prayer, Fasting, and the Pursuit of God.” Now, I know many of you just 
about fell over and wondered if you read that right. “A six-hour sermon? 
I have a hard enough time sitting through one hour Sunday morning!” 
Let me put your mind at ease for a few reasons:
Please know, since we watch this evening live-streamed, you can come 
for some of it or all of it. If you can only come for a short period of time, 
come for what you can. You will be given a book to follow along with 
and, trust me when I say, there will be plenty of coffee and snacks.
The other thing to keep in mind though is that this is something people 
live out on a daily basis. We might think this is a long period of time to 

listen, but for many all over the world, this is what their worship looks like. David Platt shared a story years ago 
about how he had two days in a village and because the people did not have Bible’s they asked him to share the 
story of the Bible. After going through the Old Testament in about twelve hours, the people then asked, “Can you 
stay and share with us the New Testament?”
People are hungry for the hope and truth of the Gospel. Together we can be apart of that hope as we become 
informed and pray for closed countries.
I will say as word of warning, if you have never been to a Secret Church gathering, fine tune your listening ears 
because David Platt talks fast!
If you want to check their website you can find more information at https://radical.net/
As you checkout their website, just know that we are already registered, all you have to do now is wait for the 26th. 
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and the event starts at 7:00 p.m.
Whether you can make it or not, take time to pray for the unground churches of the world.
Blessings to you my friends!

Be Intentional, Be Radical 
from Scott Stuart

with David Platt

APRIL 26, 2019
7:00PM ET / 6:00PM CT

Calling All Graduating Seniors
We will recognize our high school and college graduates on Sunday, April 28 during the 10:55 a.m. worship 
service. You do not need to be present to have your name called. If you are graduating from high school, please 
let us know where you are graduating from and your plans for after graduation. Those of you that are graduating 
from college, please let us know what your degree is in and what your plans are for after graduation. E-mail 
children@1stpc.org or call the church office at 378-1527. If you do not submit information by April 10, we will 
assume you do not want to be recognized.

https://radical.net/
mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Good Friday

Upcoming Concerts

Please join us for our Spring Ring

On Sunday, April 14 at 4 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church 
the combined choirs of Holy Trinity and First Presbyterian 
churches with chamber orchestra will present J.S. Bach’s 
St. John Passion. Soloists include Lindsey Neumann, 
soprano, Jacquelyn Pileckas, alto; David Pelino, Fred Lee, 
tenor; Anthony Offerle, Connor Behrmann, Stephen 
Walley, bass; Mark Coffey and John Lowe conductors.  

On Good Friday April 19 at 7 p.m.  the congregation and  
members of the Chancel and Senior Choirs will have a 
service of reflections on The Seven Words of Christ from 
the Cross in word and music. You are invited to come and 
remember Jesus’ sacrifice and death on the cross presented 
in proscribed commentary of the “Seven Last Words” by 
college students, anthems, and hymns concluding with 
a single voice singing the American spiritual “Were You 
There When They Crucified my Lord?"

 

Wednesday, April 24 
7 p.m. 

 

Handbell Concert 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Jubilate Ringers and Carol Ringers 

 
 

The Village 
8000 NW 27th Boulevard 

 

Easter Egg Hunt - Please join us for a church-
wide Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 20. All one-
year-old children through fifth graders are encouraged 
to bring their families to Gordon Hall at 10 a.m. to 
hear a story, hunt for eggs and enjoy fellowship with 
our church family. We ask that each person bring 
flowers for our Easter cross and a canned good item 
for our youth to take down to Gainesville Community 
Ministries. If you are older than fifth grade but would 
like to participate please contact Vicki Sumner, 378- 
1527 or children@1stpc.org, to hear how you can help.

J.S. Bach's St. John Passion

   On Saturday, June 15, 65 children, 
youth and brave adults will board one charter bus and three 
12-passenger vans and travel to Montreat, North Carolina 
for the 2019 Worship and Music Conference. The theme of 
this year’s conference is NOT AS THE WORLD GIVES: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid.” - John 14:27
Today’s society is torn amid conflict and chaos, and so often 
Christ’s promise of peace feels unlikely or even impossible. 
How is our perspective as followers of Christ changed by 
this promise? How do we receive God’s peace in the midst 
of chaos?
The Worship & Music Conference offers a full week of worship 
and music for professionals, musicians, clergy, laypersons, 
choirs, youth groups, and families. Held annually at the 
Montreat Conference Center, the Presbyterian Association 
of Musicians (PAM) offers two identical Worship and Music 
conferences each summer. Guided by the principles of 
Reformed worship, conferees explore opportunities for vital 
inter-generational worship experiences and enriching the 
liturgical life of the local church.

PLEASE BECOME A NOTEWORTHY SPONSOR. 
Beginning April 21, please visit the Noteworthy 
Sponsor table in Gordon Hall  after worship or place 
a check in the offering place with the memo for 

Montreat Noteworthy Sponsor or mail a check to the church 
office. To date we have raised close to $9,529 towards our 
goal of $25,000.  

mailto:children@1stpc.org
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LOGOS Family Time Themes

April 3 Spring Break – LOGOS Break
April 10 Talent Show Night
April 17 Holy Week – LOGOS Break
April 24 Spring Sports Night

Christian Education
LOGOS is an after-school, mid-week ministry 
designed to nurture children and youth in Christian 
discipleship. The LOGOS program includes 
development in worship skills through five children/
youth choirs, growth in Kingdom beliefs and values 
through Bible study, service to others before self, and 
building lasting relationships through recreation and 
a shared meal.  This Wednesday program is offered 
throughout the school year, 3:30-6 p.m. Dinner is 
served at 6 p.m. during Family Time where children, 
parents, leaders, and church members share a delicious 
meal in fellowship around the table. Leadership 
involves parents and draws in many members of the 
congregation with participation from our college 
students.  This ministry provides a multi-generational 
system of Christian example as the church family 
comes alongside parents in their special responsibility 
to lead their children to become fully devoted disciples 
of Jesus Christ.

CAMP MONTGOMERY LOGOS

The Great Escape - All rising 6th through rising 
9th graders are invited to join our youth connection for 
a week of camp at The Great Escape – Southwind 2 
from July 26-30, 2019 in Ocklawaha, Florida. The cost 
is $435 per camper and registration has already begun. 
Please contact Vicki Sumner if you are interested in 
having your youth join us or if you are just interested 
in learning more about this ministry. The deadline to 
register is Sunday, April 28, 2019.

Summer Camp – Are you looking for a summer 
camp? We suggest considering our presbytery’s camp 
which is located east of Starke, FL. The Montgomery 
Presbyterian Camp and Conference Center has 
announced their schedule of camps and retreats for 
the summer with multiple camp options for first 
time campers entering 2nd grade through college. For 
more information contact Camp Montgomery at  
www.montgomerycenter.org/summercamp or 352-
473-4516.

Gordon Hoover Class - room 115
Visitors and new members are welcome every Sunday.
April 7 1 Thessalonians 5 Jed Keesling
April 14 Introduction to  

2 Thessalonians and Ch. 1
Perry Foote

April 21 Easter Sunday No Class
April 28 2 Thessalonians 2 Sue Kossuth

 
Jubilee Celebration: 
Help our Montgomery Presbyterian 
Camp and Conference Center 
celebrate a new beginning! Spend the 
day at Montgomery on April 6 from 
12-4 p.m. for a BBQ luncheon at the 

outdoor kitchen, enjoy tours of the property, music, 
games, and see the changes they are making and learn 
about things to come. You can join in the fun as you 
learn more about Montgomery’s new vision. Camp 
Montgomery is located at 88 Southeast 75th Street, 
Starke, FL 32091. To RSVP and receive your free tickets 
and/or for more information, call (352) 473-4516,  
checkout their website www.montgomerycenter.net, 
or speak with Nick Vellis at church. 

http://www.montgomerycenter.org/summercamp
http://www.montgomerycenter.net
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Nursery - The nursery is available every Sunday for 
infants (starting at 6 weeks) to 18 months in Room 109, 
19 months to 2 years in Room 111, and 3 years to Pre-
Kindergarten in Room 113 from 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
The nursery will be available for our Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and both Easter Sunday worship services 
beginning 15 minutes prior to each service.  

Children's Sunday School - Children's 
Sunday School classes meet from 9:30-10:30 a.m. each 
Sunday morning in Room 216 (upstairs in the Christian 
Education building). During the month of April, our 
children will dig deeper into the scripture passages 
being used in the worship service each week. On Easter 
Sunday, we will take a break for families to celebrate 
this joyous day together. 

Time for Young Disciples - During the 10:55 
a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited to 
come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson. 
On Easter Sunday, a Time for Young Disciples will be 
held during both services of worship.

Christian Education

We hope you have marked your calendars to send your 
kids on an impacting island adventure this June 3-7 
from 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. each day! Church members and 
non-members are welcome so invite your friends and 
neighbors to join in this great adventure! The cost is $15 
per child and scholarships are available. You will find 
our registration packet included in this month’s Bugle. 
At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Jesus rescues us 
through life’s storms. Shipwrecked is filled with incredible 
Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and 
even taste! Sciency-Fun Gizmos™, team-building games, 
cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the 
standout activities that help faith flow into real life. Plus, 
we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in 
everyday life—something we call God Sightings. These 
experiences make God’s Word come alive with new 
meaning for all who participate! 
Parents and grandparents -- if you are looking for a 
meaningful way to spend time with your young ones 
this summer, look no further. We are searching for 

enthusiastic volunteers to help make this the best VBS 
possible. Whatever your talents may be -- crafts, teaching, 
leading, serving, helping -- we have a spot for you on 
our team! Please call the church office (378-1527) and 
they will put you in touch with the Christian Education 
Committee. 
Our goal is to reach not only the children of First 
Presbyterian Church but also other children in our 
community. While the registration fee helps cover some 
of the costs of presenting VBS we do not want the fee to 
discourage families from participating. Therefore, we are 
requesting contributions for the VBS Scholarship Fund. 
If you are interested in contributing to our scholarship 
fund, please send your check to First Presbyterian Church 
and write VBS scholarship in the memo section. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

The VBS Registration Form and the Health 
Information Form are included on the next few 

pages.  Return one for each child to Vicki Sumner by 
Sunday, May 12.

Children’s Worship Bags are available every 
Sunday in the Chapel, the Narthex, and the Sanctuary 
entrance from Gordon Hall. Please pick one up before the 
worship service to help your child participate in worship. 
Following the service, please return the bags to the basket. 
Bring your worship guide (from inside the bag) home from 
church and enter your SECRET CODE from the box on 
the cover to unlock fun GAMES! We will have children’s 
worship bags for our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
worship services available in the Narthex.

KIDS-4-GOD - During the 10:55 a.m. worship service, 
children ages 4 through 2nd grade have a special learning 
and worship time immediately following Time for Young 
Disciples. Children are dismissed from the worship 
service and will meet back with their families on the stage 
in Gordon Memorial Hall following the worship service. 
Kids-4-God will take a break on Easter Sunday to allow 
families to worship together for this special day.

Vacation Bible School
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Registration Form
(One Per Child)

Child’s name: ________________________________________________ Child’s gender: ____________

Child’s age: _______  Date of birth: ________________ Last school grade completed: _________

Name of parent(s): ______________________________________________________________________

Street address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________________ State: ________  ZIP: ___________________

Home telephone: (_______) ______________________________________________________________

Parent/caregiver’s cellphone: (_______) ___________________________________________________

Home email address: ____________________________________________________________________

Home church: _______________________________________________________________________

Crew number or name (for church use only): __________________________________________

Allergies or other medical conditions: ____________________________________________________

In case of emergency, contact: __________________________________________________

         Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

         Relationship to child: ____________________________________________________________

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Shipwrecked VBS granted for local church use.  
Copyright © 2018 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH *106 SW 3RD STREET * GAINESVILLE, FL 32601 * (352)378-1527 
 

HEALTH INFORMATION FORM FOR CHILDREN  
(both sides must be completed by parent or legal guardian and signed on the back) 

 
The physical condition of my child, ______________________________________________________________ 
                                           Last name   First Name    MI 
__________________________________________________________________ T-shirt size: YXS YS YM YL  
Street Address                                     City                State    Telephone                                    AS AM AL AXL 
Is such that my child (may_____) (may not_____) participate in church, youth and choir activities, events and 
trips. 
Does your child have emotional or behavioral traits of which you would like the leader to be aware?  If so, please 
explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Does your child have any physical conditions of which you would like the leader to be aware? If so, please 
explain: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Does your child have any allergies, drug related or not, of which you would like the leader to be aware of? If so, 
please explain: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Are there any special provisions required for anything stated above of which you would like the leader to be 
aware of? If so, please explain: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Has your child received a tetanus shot in the last 5 years?   YES   NO 
 
Child’s Date of Birth _____/_____/_____ 
Physician’s address___________________________________________________Phone___________________ 
Health Insurance Company__________________________________________Acct #_____________________ 
If my child has had an operation or serious illness since the last physical exam, I will attach written permission from the physician for 
my child to attend and participate in church, youth and choir activities. 
 

My Child has my permission to  Swim:___ Yes  ___ No Dive___ Yes ___ No Hike___ Yes  ___ No 
Canoe/Boat: ___ Yes  ___ No Camp: ___ Yes  ___ No  Ride Horseback  ___ Yes  ___ No 
Rock Climb: ___ Yes  ___ No Archery:___ Yes  ___ No Ropes Course: ___ Yes  ___ No 
Riflery: ___ Yes  ___ No Other normal camp activities:___ Yes  ___ No 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICATION 

I, ___________________________ DO/ DO NOT give permission for the over the counter products such as 
Tylenol, Pepto-Bismol, anti-bacterial ointment, insect repellent, Ibuprofen to be given or applied to my child.  My 
child is allergic to or may not specifically be given__________________________________________________ 
MEDICATIONS my child is presently taking 
______________________________For treatment of:________________________________________________ 
______________________________For treatment of:________________________________________________ 
My child will self administer this medicine/ will have one of the adult leaders administer this medicine.  In the 
event of an emergency the adult leaders may – may not administer this medicine. 
 
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS: Phone___________________Relationship to child____________________ 
                                                              Phone___________________Relationship to child____________________                                                            
                                                              Phone___________________Relationship to child____________________ 
 In the event of a real medical emergency 911 will be contacted.            

(OVER) 
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PERMISSION TO SEEK TREATMENT  
 

If a serious emergency arose, it might be necessary for a physician to attend your 
son/daughter before the chaperones could get in touch with you or your designated 
physician.  Such care can be provided only if you sign the following Authorization for 
Medical Treatment. 
 
I, the undersigned parent, or legal guardian of, ________________________________, a 
minor, do hereby authorize and consent to any X-rays, examination, anesthetic, medical or 
surgical diagnosis or treatment rendered by a licensed M.D. or those under the supervision of 
the M.D.  In the event emergency treatment by a rescue unit is indicated, my approval is also 
given.  I further authorize the representative of this form to select a medical doctor and/or 
hospital of his or her choice for the purpose of diagnosis or treatment of the above-named 
minor. 
 
It is understood that this authorization is given in advance of any specific authority and 
power to render care which the aforementioned physician in the exercise of his best 
judgment may deem advisable.  It is understood that every effort shall be made to contact the 
undersigned prior to rendering treatment to the above-named minor, but that any of the 
above treatment will not be withheld if the undersigned cannot be reached. 
 
Signature _____________________________ Date _________ Relationship ____________ 
 
Insurance Agent/Company ____________________________________________________ 
 
Policy Number ________________________________ Limit of Liability ______________ 
 

PARENT PERMISSION 
 

I (name of parent or guardian) _________________________________________________ 
hereby release and discharge all chaperones for all claims of damage, demands, actions 
whatsoever in any manner arising or growing out of my son or daughter’s participation in 
trips approved by First Presbyterian Church.  I understand that if my child becomes ill or 
misbehaves, I will accept financial responsibility.  Except for those limitations named on this 
health form, I certify that (minor) ______________________________ is healthy and fit to 
participate. 
 
This consent shall remain effective from 12:01 a.m. March 31, 2019 until Midnight August 31, 2020 
 
 
Signature of Parent or Guardian ______________________________ Date _____________ 
  

               Subscribed and sworn to me this _____________ day of ____________, 20____. 
 
Notary Public ____________________________________ my commission expires: ______ 
 
 
 

 
 
Revised 1/15/19 
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March 1, 2019
Pastor and Congregation,
On behalf of the First Presbyterian Church of Marianna,  
I want to thank you for your very generous donation to our 
Hurricane Relief Fund. We are so very grateful. Recovery is 
slow, but we will get there.
God Bless!
Your Brothers and Sisters at First Presbyterian Marianna

Youth Connection
 for 6th through 12th graders

April 1 Youth Girls Breakfast 9 - 11 a.m.
April 2 Youth Movie Day 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
April 7 Youth Connection 5:30-7:15 p.m.
April 14 Youth Connection 5:30-7:15 p.m.
April 21 Easter Sunday YC on Break.
April 28 Graduate Breakfast 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

End of the Year Lunch 12:30 - 2 p.m.

Youth Connection meets on Sunday evenings 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. starting with dinner in the 
Serving Room. We have a time of fellowship and Bible 
Study and conclude with games in Gordon Memorial 
Hall. During the month of April, we will have some Spring 
Break activities, complete our study of the disciples and 
finish the year with a lunch at Liquid Ginger ($5 per 
person).

Youth Sunday School meets from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. each Sunday morning in Room 217 (upstairs in the 
Christian Education building). During the month of 
April, our Youth will dig deeper into the Sermon series. 
On Easter Sunday, we will take a break for families to 
celebrate this joyous day together. On Sunday, April 28 all 
youth will meet in Gordon Hall for a breakfast honoring 
our graduating seniors. We hope you will join us for this 
special celebration.

Spring Break Events:
Girls Breakfast Out – Girls in 6th through 12th grade 
are invited to breakfast at Flying Biscuit Café from 9-11 
a.m. on Monday, April 1. The cost is $5 per person. 
Transportation from the church will be provided or your 
family can choose to drop off/pick up at the restaurant. 
Youth Movie Day – Youth in 6th through 12th grade are 
invited to the Youth Movie Day in Gordon Memorial 
Hall on Tuesday, April 2. The cost is $10 per person. 
Lunch will be included. Bring a snack or candy to share. 
We will watch movies and play from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
movie titles will be announced to those who RSVP for 
the event.
Friends are welcome to all youth activities.
For all Spring Break Events reservations and questions, 
please contact Vicki Sumner at 378-1527 (church office) 
or children@1stpc.org

Youth News

On Saturday, March 23, a team went out to Marianna 
to serve. They visited four homes to help clear debris 
and bring hope. Ask someone pictured here if you 
want to know more.

It is still possible to give financially. If you feel led, 
please make checks payable to First Presbyterian 
Church of Gainesville and note “FPC Marianna” in 
the memo and/or donate online by clicking the red 
Pushpay icon on our homepage and selecting OTHER 
in the “Giving Type.”

mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Thanks to those who served with Family Promise at the 
end of March! 
“I always thank my God for you because of His grace given 
you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Corinthians 1:4
The note below is from one of the families who stayed 
with us in the Fall of last year (October 21-November 4, 
2018). Because of your being the hands and feet of Jesus, 
because you were willing to see hungry bellies and feed 
them, because you took time out of your own life to 
change others’ lives – One. Year. Later. – this family has 
been rescued.
Dear Bride of Christ – Thank you for being the family of 
God to those who need family.
And Thanks be to God for always looking for us - eager to 
redeem, sufficient to restore, and able to use us to bring 
Him glory!

- Allison & Andreas and Troy and Tammy

In April of 2018 we lost our home. We left Gainesville 
and went to Ocala, where we thought we had friends that 
would help us. Both of our vehicles broke down soon 
after. Life as we knew it had been completely shattered.

In Ocala, we didn't have as much support as I'd hoped for. 
Actually it was just the opposite. People we considered 
family, Friends that we have shared since childhood, 
treated us worse than enemies would. We didn't have 
much to offer at this point in our life and they made us 
feel very worthless and unwanted. We had to stay at three 
or four different houses during our stay down there. 
They made it very known that we were nothing but a 
burden to them and that they wanted us gone as soon as 
possible. We couldn't find anywhere to stay long enough 
to put our child in school. We had no transportation so 
we could get on our feet and get jobs. This was definitely 
the darkest time of our lives.

In October of 2018 we had finally come to our wits 
end. We were living at a hotel that my mother's friend 
was paying for, but he could no longer afford it. We 
had tapped out every resource known to man and we 
were hours away from having to take our five year old 
child and live in a tent. This is when we decided to give 
Gainesville another try. We had tried to get help before 
we lost everything back in April and every resource was 
a dead end. We didn't have much faith in this plan, but  

we also had nothing else to lose, except for our child, 
and this COULD NOT happen... so we were open to any 
and every idea at this point.

It was on this day that we were given a tiny little sticky 
note with the name of FAMILY PROMISE by a nice 
gentleman at St. Francis House. I went to the parking lot 
and dialed the number that was on the paper and a lady 
named Shari answered my call.

We can't describe in words how thankful we truly are 
for this organization. We were able to move in and get 
started immediately at repairing our lives. We were 
able to get our child into school within 2 days after we 
arrived. My fiancé was able to start his job within 2 weeks 
of being there. Mrs. Jayne and Mrs. Shari were even able 
to find shelter for our dogs because they are a part of our 
family and without them we would have been lost. Mrs. 
Jayne gave a good word for me at Grace Marketplace 
and I was hired immediately out of my interview, also 
only two weeks of being there. My mother was also able 
to find employment within the first few weeks as well. 
We were able to get our daughter into an amazing after 
school program with their assistance. Someone even 
donated us a vehicle. I could go on and on for hours 
about the amazing things Family Promise did for us. The 
people from the churches are heaven sent. Everyone that 
is involved in Family Promise needs to know how very 
important they were in our lives and how very thankful 
we are for them. 

Life as a family without a home and nowhere to turn 
for help is something I never want to experience again. 
Thank God for Family Promise coming into our lives, 
and thank God we didn't have to be alone any longer 
than we were.

We have all successfully kept and maintained our jobs. 
We have all moved into our own homes during the last 
month. We are happy. We are healthy. We are HOME 
again. Our child is so ecstatic about our new house. She's 
doing wonderfully in school. Although we experienced 
lots of heartache and sadness throughout all of this, we 
wouldn't change this experience for anything in this 
world.

This is not only our story, but it's our story of success. 
THANK YOU SO MUCH FAMILY PROMISE AND 
EVERY SINGLE VOLUNTEER INVOLVED. You are all 
Angels. 

            Love, Matthew, Rachael, Aubree, and Bethel 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Meetings

Circle Date Time Place Subject
Circle 6 Tues. April 2 12:00 p.m. Church Parlor God’s Promise: I Am with You

Circle 5 Tues. April 2 7:00 p.m. TBD God’s Promise: I Am with You

Koinonia Wed. April 3 11:00 a.m.
*10:30 a.m.

Oak Hammock
*Social-Acorn Rm

God’s Promise: I Am with You
Lesson Five

Chocolate Lovers Wed. April 3 1:30 p.m. Church Parlor God’s Promise: I Am with You

Beth Moore Circle Every other Wed 
in April 6:30 p.m. M. Hairston's home Stepping Up: Psalms 120-134

The 2019 Birthday Offering Luncheon will be held on Sunday, April 7 immediately follow the 10:55 worship service. 
This year's theme is "God is Faithful". Jayne Moraski, Family Promise Executive Director, will speak on new directions 
the organization is taking with housing. The menu will include chicken salad and croissants, congealed salad, and pie. 
The cost is $7. Contact the church office by Thursday, April 4 to sign-up.

After the Chocolate Lovers PW group moved to the Sarah Matheson Parlor, we wanted 
to know more about Sarah. Matheson Museum invited our group to meet at Sarah’s 
house. We had our regular Bible Study on the front porch followed by a house tour led 
by Kaitlyn Hof-Mahoney, Curator. In photo: l to r Mary Sharkey, Mary Lou Schubert, 
Linda Donaldson, Linda Ivines, Susan Brown, Betsy Berry, Laura Schramm.

The preschool will have our yearly Easter egg hunt on April 18 for the whole 
school. We will hunt for eggs and treats and have light refreshments following 
the hunt. Church members are welcome to RSVP to attend the event. Contact 
Lisa at preschool@1stpc.org or call 352-376-1818.
- Lisa Hershkowitz, Preschool Director 

Easter Lilies are available for purchase in honor of or in memory of a family member or friend. They will 
decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Fill out the form below and place it in the offering plate or mail it 
to the church office. A donation of $12.50 for each lily is appreciated. You may take your lily home after the 
10:55 a.m. Easter Service. The Congregational Care Committee will organize the delivery of any remaining 
lilies to our homebound members. The deadline for orders is Monday, April 15.

Easter Lilies 

In Loving Memory of:

In Honor of: 

Given By:

Easter Lilies

mailto:preschool@1stpc.org
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The Archives Committee has been trying to find information about items from the old First Presbyterian Church 
building (1890 - 1955) that were sold, given away, or destroyed when the old church building was demolished. Our 
latest find is the pulpit, three pulpit chairs, and the baptismal font. They are all at Kanapaha Presbyterian Church 
in good condition and in daily use. 

The Archives Committee went to see the large stained glass window (see photo) that we 
already knew was at Kanapaha, but we were pleased to find the furniture there also. The 
pulpit and pulpit chairs can be seen in the photo. Other stained glass windows were sold 
to Campville Methodist Church, south of Melrose (photo). One 
other window is at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Gainesville. 
Fortunately, it was not destroyed when Holy Trinity burned.
If this sort of detective work interests you, please join our 
Archives Committee. We meet at 9:30 a.m. on the first Monday 

of every month in Room 207 in the Education Building. Jim Berry, chairman.
Photo legends:
Large stained glass window from old FPC now behind pulpit at Kanapaha Presbyterian 
Church, notice pulpit chairs in front of it.
Round windows from FPC now at Campville Methodist Church

From the Archives

LOCAL MISSIONS
OFFERING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS
Everyone has different schedules and different talents as we serve God. So we have to look for opportunities that fit 
us. God knows what our lives are like and what we can do. The following are some ways we can serve.
•Grace Marketplace: One of their needs is to help people write a resume and set up an email account. They are 
open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. If this is your gift, talk to Fred as he has more information. 
•Check your calendar for Saturday, May 18 to fill bags of dried ingredients for Meals of Hope. Everyone works 
with a small group and thousands of bags are filled. The event is held at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church at 98th 
and Newberry. The shifts are for two hours: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The bags are distributed to 
families of financial need during the summer months. They ran out of bags in July last year.
•Family Promise is having its annual bed race fundraiser on Saturday, May 4. To participate, you need a team of 
five (four push a decorated bed on wheels and one rides). This can be a lot of fun for a good cause. Contact Carol 
Turner.
•Bring new socks for patrons of Helping Hands Clinic. You might think that there is not a need in hot weather, but 
if you wear athletic shoes, socks help. There will be a designated box in Gordon Hall.
•Continue to bring items for the Step-Up baskets that go to homeless families who are now moving into transitional 
housing. The display will be in Gordon Hall until Palm Sunday. Thanks to the choir who participated a big way. In 
2019, baskets have gone to families in Family Promise, St. Francis, and Arbor House.
•Please continue to bring non-perishable food items for Gainesville Community Ministry every Sunday. There 
are baskets in the Narthex and Gordon Hall. If everyone brought at least one can, the total would be a large 
contribution.
•We continue to need tutors at Rawlings Elementary school. Another committee is needed to bring some food 
and serve dinner at St. Francis on another night (currently we serve on first and third Mondays), 
•PRAY! PRAY! PRAY! Pray that as a church congregation we will find the most meaningful ways to serve God 
through Local Missions.
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4 5 6

10 11 12

16 17

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Preschool & VPK, SBAC 
- Spring Break
9:00 AM Youth
Connection Girl’s
Breakfast {Off Campus}
10:00 AM Women’s Bible 
Study {Parlor}
5:00 PM Bulletin 
Deadline 
5:30 PM St. Francis 
House Serving Dinner 
6:00 PM Kappa Phi 
Epsilon Fraternity

2
Preschool & VPK, SBAC 
- Spring Break
9:00 AM Youth
Connection - Movie Day
{Gordon Hall}
12:00 PM Circle 6 
Presbyterian Women
{Church Parlor}
1:30 PM Staff Meeting 
{Parlor}
5:30 PM Local Missions 
{Church Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group 
{Parlor}
7:00 PM Circle 5 
Presbyterian Women

3
Preschool & VPK, SBAC 
- Spring Break
11:00 AM Koinonia
Presbyterian Women's
Meeting {Oak Hammock}
1:30 PM Chocolate
Lovers Presbyterian
Women's Meeting {Parlor}
7:30 PM College 
Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners Mind-
Parlor {Parlor 134}

Preschool & VPK, SBAC
- Spring Break
6:00 PM Carol Ringers
7:30 PM Chancel Choir

Preschool & VPK, SBAC
- Spring Break
11:00 AM Preschool
Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

7
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy 
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:15 AM Carol Ringers
9:30 AM Children and Youth Sunday School 
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
9:45 AM Welcome to Adulting - 12 Week 
Study {Library - Rm 213}
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in Gordon Hall 
12:00 PM Presbyterian Women (PW) 
Birthday Luncheon {Room 201}
5:30 PM Youth Connection

8
10:00 AM Women’s Bible 
Study {Parlor}
5:00 PM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:00 PM Kappa Phi 
Epsilon Fraternity {Chapel 
and Choir Room}

9
9:00 AM Preschool
Fitness Club
11:00 AM Preschool 
Dance
11:30 AM Preschool 
Committee {Parlor} 
12:00 PM Executive 
Commission {Parlor} 
1:30 PM Staff Meeting 
{Parlor}
4:30 PM Property 
Committee {Parlor} 
6:00 PM Prayer Group 
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
3:30 PM LOGOS - Talent
Show
6:00 PM LOGOS Dinner -
Talent Show Night
7:30 PM College
Trajectory
7:30 PM Financial Peace
University {Library - CEB
213}
8:00 PM Beginners Mind-
Parlor {Parlor 134}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

11:00 AM Preschool
Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

13
10:00 AM Chancel Choir

14
Palm Sunday
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy 
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:20 AM Orff Ensemble 
9:30 AM Children and Youth Sunday School 
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
9:45 AM Welcome to Adulting - 12 Week 
Study --FINISHES-- {Library - Rm 213} 
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe
12:00 PM Congregational Care Committee 
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in Gordon Hall 
4:00 PM Choral Concert - St. John Passion - 
FPC and Holy Trinity Choirs 
5:30 PM Youth Connection

15
5:00 PM Bugle Deadline 
5:00 PM Bulletin 
Deadline 
5:30 PM Christian 
Education Committee
{Library - 213}
5:30 PM Serving Dinner 
at St. Francis House
6:00 PM Kappa Phi 
Epsilon Fraternity {Chapel 
and Choir Room}

9:00 AM Preschool
Fitness Club
11:00 AM Preschool
Dance
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
7:30 PM College
Trajectory
7:30 PM Financial Peace
University {Library - CEB
213}
8:00 PM Beginners Mind-
Parlor {Parlor 134}

18
Maundy Thursday 
Preschool Easter Egg 
Hunt
5:15 PM Jubilate Ringers 
6:00 PM Junior and 
Cherub Choirs
6:15 PM Carol Ringers 
6:15 PM Nursery Opens -
Room 113
6:30 PM Maundy 
Thursday Worship with 
Communion
7:30 PM Chancel Choir

19
Good Friday 
Preschool Closed
6:00 PM Senior Choir 
6:45 PM Nursery Opens -
Room 113
7:00 PM Good Friday 
Worship
8:00 PM No Name Group 
{Parlor 134}

20
9:45 AM Alleluia Choir 
10:00 AM Church Easter 
Egg Hunt

APRIL 2019

23 25 27

30

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
21
EASTER SUNDAY
7:50 AM Chancel Choir
8:15 AM Nursery Opens
8:30 AM Easter Sunday - Holy Communion 
{Sanctuary}
9:30 AM Children and Youth Sunday School 
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:25 AM Alleluia Choir
10:30 AM Nursery Opens
10:55 AM Easter Sunday -
Worship/Sanctuary
12:00 PM College Cafe
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in Gordon Hall

22
CLOSED - Office -Monday 
after Easter
5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 PM Kappa Phi 
Epsilon Fraternity -

9:00 AM Preschool
Fitness Club
11:00 AM Preschool
Dance
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

24
10:00 AM Chapel for 
Preschool
3:30 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS Dinner -
Spring Sports Night
7:00 PM Jubilate and 
Carol Ringers - The 
Village
7:15 PM Session {Room 
201}
7:30 PM College 
Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners Mind-
Parlor {Parlor 134}

9:00 AM Young Adult
Ministry Men's Group
{Metro Diner}

26
11:00 AM Preschool 
Soccer
6:00 PM Secret Church 
2019 --PRAYER, 
FASTING, AND THE 
PURSUIT OF GOD--
{Gordon Hall}
8:00 PM No Name Group 
{Parlor 134}

28
Graduation Sunday
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy 
Communion
9:00 AM Jubilate Ringers
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Children's Sunday School
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
9:30 AM Youth Graduate Breakfast
9:40 AM New Member Orientation with Dr. 
Bob (Iona Chapel)
10:00 AM Carol Ringers
10:35 AM Joyful Ringers
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in Gordon Hall 
12:00 PM Graduate Reception
12:00 PM Nicaragua-to-Go Lunch
12:00 PM Senior Choir
12:30 PM Senior Choir / Youth Connection 
End of Year Lunch

29
5:00 PM Bulletin 
Deadline

9:00 AM Preschool
Fitness Club
11:00 AM Preschool
Dance
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

 

*In the cover photo, First Presbyterian 
Church celebrates Easter. Decorating the 

cross was a wonderful experience for 
our families last year. As you prepare 

for Easter worship this year, please bring 
fresh flowers for your family to add to the 
flowering of the cross on Easter Sunday, 

April 21. Help us to celebrate the joy of the 
Resurrection with our community.

For our most up to date  calendar, please visit: http://1stpc.org/ifpc-calendar.html

Member Information
BIRTHS

Wesley Fosser, March 7, 2019
NEW MEMBERS

Mary Sharkey

http://1stpc.org/ifpc-calendar.html
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April Bugle

Holy Week

Palm Sunday 
April 14 

Jesus as King
John 12:12-19

Choral Concert 4 p.m.
J.S. Bach's  

St. John Passion
Choirs of Holy Trinity 

Episcopal and First  
Presbyterian Church 

with Chamber  
Orchestra

Maundy Thursday 
April 18

Worship 6:30 p.m. 
The Lord's Supper

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Holy Communion

Good Friday
April 19 

Worship 7 p.m. 
The Seven Last Words  

of Jesus 

Easter Egg Hunt
April 20
10 a.m.

Gordon Hall

Easter Sunday 
April 21

8:30 a.m. and 10:55 a.m. in the Sanctuary
I AM: The Resurrection

John 11:1-37
Holy Communion at 8:30 a.m. worship


