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Dear Friends,
Socrates wrote, “The unexamined life is not worth 
living.” This implies that one reflects on the past to 
learn from it and to avoid repeating it. This is much 
different than what I suggested in my article last 
month to avoid trying to live life through the rear-
view mirror. 
Looking back to learn from the past is worlds apart 
from trying to live in the past. Again, coming to the 
end of my time as your pastor, I want to reflect just 
a bit.
You may have heard or read the poem, “The Dash,” 
by Linda Ellis. (See Page 7) Although it refers to the 
dash on a tombstone, between the beginning year of 
one’s life and the ending year of one’s life, I want to 
look at the dash between the beginning year of my 
ministry and the ending year of my ministry here at 
First. The dash is the time between the beginning 
and the end and deserves our reflection.
If you go to the library on the second floor of the 
Foote Education Building at First, you will see 
the photographs of each of the pastors of First. 
Underneath each photograph the are two dates and 
one dash. Soon my photograph will have a second 
date. . . it will look like this: 2005-2019. Fourteen 
years or five thousand one hundred fifty-one days. 
To reflect on this personally, it is astounding. When 
the Shettlers arrived in 2005, both my parents were 
alive. They joined the Church Triumphant, Dad in 
2012, and Mom in 2017. We came as empty nesters 
and without grandchildren. Now we seek to keep up 
with five grandchildren under the age of twelve: Mac 
12, Larkin 12, Parker 11, Anna Read 9, and Ellie 6. 
God has been good to us personally through these 
fourteen years. Soli Deo Gloria.
To reflect on the past fourteen years professionally is 
nothing short of miraculous. It is impossible to cover 
all the miracles we have witnessed together but let 
me give a few. 
Our membership has held its own, which in essence 
means we grew. To stay close to even, we had to 
grow to replace over one hundred sixty or more 
who joined the Church Triumphant during this 
time. You have allowed me to walk with you in the 
most intimate times in your lives: weddings, births, 
deaths, anniversaries, and birthdays. 

 
The 2005-2006 annual budget was just over a million 
dollars, the 2018-2019 budget was 1.9 million. Our 
endowment in 2005 was $860,366.00; today it is 
$2,174,500.00. In 2008, we paved the parking lot 
across second avenue from the sanctuary. In 2016, 
we renovated Gordon Hall and the HVAC system. 
In addition to those improvements, we have done 
our best to make an old 1954 building as green as 
possible. In May of 2015 the Capital Campaign, 
Together in Faith for Tomorrow, stated and has 
generated 1.3 million dollars above the budget for 
capital improvements, Young Adult Ministry, and 
Missions. 
From brick and mortar, we move to body and soul. 
I have led the confirmation class for fourteen years, 
confirming 73 eighth graders. In 2010, we reinstated 
the office of Deacon. Our involvement even to the 
point of reviving Family Promise is as strong and 
as deep as ever. Our connection to Gainesville 
Community Ministry has been strengthened. 
We have been engaged with other churches and 
ministries on the Eastside at a record level. First has 
also been a bonding agent with many of the mercy 
ministries in downtown Gainesville.
Our focus and engagement with the University 
of Florida and Santa Fe College grew through the 
rebirth of the Veritas Forum in 2015 and then the 
partnership with a dozen campus ministries and Ravi 
Zacharias International Ministries. The ministry 
with and for students took on an international bent 
with the launching of a seminary in Nicaragua in 
2018, FIETNIC. This came after over fifteen years of 
work in Estelí, Nicaragua. 
The annual trip to the Montreat Worship and Music 
Conference continues to strengthen our worship 
leadership. Augmented by this camping experience 
are The Great Escape and Camp Montgomery.  
Our staff has grown from Dr. Coffey, Director of 
Music and Organist, Ruth Elswood, Preschool 
Director, and me as the only full-time directors and 
pastor. Now we have a College Director, Scott, a 
Children's Director, Vicki, a Young Adult Director, 
Fred, and a Preschool Director, Lisa, in addition to 
Dr. Coffey and your pastor.
In the dash between 2005-2019, I have with God 
as my witness tried to fulfill the task the Pastor 

How We Spent Our Dash               from Dr. Bob
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Nominating Committee you formed in 2004 set out 
before me. Here are the main sections that I have 
focused on, from the Church Information Form 
created by the 2004 PNC:

Major Responsibilities:
MINISTRY OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT; 
a person with a sense of a high calling to preach 
the gospel with energy and conviction and conduct 
services of worship with spiritual sensitivity
PASTORAL CARE; one who will tend the flock with 
kindness, compassion, and a pastor’s heart
LEADERSHIP:
• One who will seek to foster a cohesive community 
of faith
• One who will mentor the professional staff toward 
a consensus that advances the common good
• One who will strive to grow our church and who 
is “not afraid to talk about money”

EDUCATION; a pastor who will support the 
development of educational programs of our church 
with vision and fresh ideas
MODERATE; a person to moderate the Executive 
Commission and Session
CONFIRMATION; a teacher to lead communicant’s 
class
ADMINISTRATION; a person to direct and mentor 
a staff of 5 program and 6 support personnel. (Active 
elders with special skills participate in all aspect of 
the life of our church.)
Description of characteristics and qualifications 
needed in a person who would fill this position:
FPC seeks a pastor deeply committed to the 
Christian faith, one with deep passion for 
preaching, pastoral care, and mission. We expect 
sound academic preparation and an ability to 
lead worship in a manner that is biblically serious, 
theologically reflective, liturgically informed and 
conversant with both Christian and contemporary 
culture. Our congregation values the role of music in 
its worship: We seek someone comfortable with that 
tradition. We look for a pastor who is stimulated 
by a university community, one who enjoys dealing 
with people of all ages. Our church needs a person 
who is able to recognize problems and willing to 

confront them. We seek a pastor with experience, 
enthusiasm and vision, who will lead an informed, 
educated and established congregation that is 
strongly committed to a program of growth and 
development. We want a pastor who will help us 
individually and in congregation in our search for 
God.

There are so many other wonderful memories, time 
and space are the only limit to their number. You 
can reflect with me and fill in the gaps I have not 
addressed. 
From the bottom of our hearts, Connie and I want 
to thank you for the privilege and honor of being 
your pastor and wife for fourteen years. You have 
embraced us, prayed for us, challenged us, and 
encouraged us through your love and generosity. 
As I have stated many times, I will hold you in my 
heart.
It is hard to find the final words for my last Bugle 
article and I have given it much thought . . . so here 
are three closing thoughts.
My paternal grandfather always insisted we not say 
“goodbye,” but “so long.”
My maternal grandfather had us gather in a circle 
and sing, “Blessed be the Tie that Binds.” Here are 
the lyrics for the first verse:

Blessed be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like that to that above.

And finally, that last words I have used in almost 
every service for fourteen years.

May the living Lord Jesus go with you,
Above you to watch over you,
Beside you to befriend you,
Behind you to give you protection,
Underneath you to give you strength,
Within you to bring you peace, and 
Before you to show you the way,
Both now and forever more...Amen

Soli Deo Gloria,
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Adulting Together
from Fred Lundy

I hope you all had a restful summer and are squeezing the last weeks, days, hours, and minutes out of your time 
together before the fall gets underway with school, football games, and all the other events of Fall.
Thanks to each of you who engaged with us this summer – whether by joining us at church, in homes, or in other 
places to get together and grow together. 
We are thankful for each of you and encouraged by your desire to be more like Christ and help others do the same.
For us, that really is at the heart of Adulting – maturing in Christ so that we are more like Him – and this involves 
spending time with Him daily (in His Word, in prayer, and in Him) and spending time with other believers so that 
we continue to grow closer to Him and draw others to put their faith in Him. It is through these times that we are 
enabled and prepared to help others come to know Him – to experience the resurrected Christ personally and 
allow Him to change their lives so they can begin the process of maturing too.
This Fall, we will continue to do that through various means with one of them focusing on the Sunday  
morning time between the services where we will join separately as men and as women to grow in our knowledge of 
the Bible – specifically the characters of the Old Testament and how the Biblical narrative allows us to repetitively 
see the Lord’s plan for rescue, forgiveness, redemption, and restoration. 
So if you (1) are an adult and (2) are wanting to know the Bible better: 
Come be a part of Men and Women in the Old Testament:

- These classes will meet at from 9:45 a.m.—10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings
- From Sunday, September 8 (introduction) through Sunday, November 17 - 10 Sundays of learning)
- Women will meet the Library with discussion led by Lisa Lundy
- Men will meet in Room 201 with discussion led by Fred Lundy
- The classes are open to all adults
- The focus will be on women and men from the Old Testament and how each one of them and his or her story 
points to the redemption found only in Jesus Christ – imperfect people known and in relationship with a perfect 
God – who is loving, powerful, and good!

Together, may we learn their stories so that we are better able to understand our own story – imperfect men and 
women – who live the praise song of Psalm 34 – 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.
Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.
The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.

Consider this your invitation to join us - when you can for what you can!
Books will be available in the class… 
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It’s hard for me to believe that I first met Dr. Shettler almost twenty years ago. One of my first recollections 
is him giving a children’s lesson on the chancel steps at First Presbyterian of Orlando. He came out to 
the steps wearing a hard hat and a tool belt and introduced himself as, “Bob The Builder.” Some of you 
all may remember Bob The Builder was a TV program for children back in the 90’s. Dr. Shettler used 
that moment to talk about how construction workers use tools in their belt for certain jobs and we 
as Christians do the same; for example, God has given us the Bible as our tool for life. It is funny how 
certain messages have a way of sticking. However, even more than that, I could never have imagined that 
one day we would work together side by side.
Fast forward some ten plus years later as I was teaching middle school and coaching and Alison brought 
up the idea of moving back to Gainesville. At the time, I told her there was practically no way I could 
get a job in Gainesville, because how many Presbyterian churches are looking to hire a youth or college 
director? After my wonderful speech she said, “Just go talk to Bob.” Still in the back of mind, I kept 
thinking to myself this will never work, I haven’t seen Dr. Shettler in forever, there is no way they are 
hiring, I’m just wasting his time… The excuses in my mind started to sound like Moses, but I thought I 
would just go through the motions so I could tell Alison I did it. After five minutes of catching up and 
reminiscing of old times, he said the words that changed my life, “We are looking for a college director. 
Are you interested?” I have never been one to play it cool because I tend to wear my emotions on my 
sleeve; and this moment was no different as I think he had to pick my jaw off the floor. 
Since that moment, Dr. Shettler has taken me under his wing in so many different ways. While I simply 
do not have enough time or room to list all the wonderful memories, I want everyone to know (and 
mostly him) how much he means to me. Dr. Shettler has given me room to grow and grace to fail; he has 
cheered me on in my education; he has been there to listen when classes seemed too much; he has let 
me teach, he has let me preach, he has let me laugh, he has let me cry; he genuinely has cared about my 
heart and soul the entire time I have been with him. Simply put, Dr. Shettler is not one that just says go 
and do it, but he has shown me through life on life experience of how to do something. He is not only 
my boss, but more than that, he is a friend and a brother in Christ. The instruction and guidance that 
he has given me over these past seven years are life-long lessons and tools for the future both in my job 
and in my family life.
To say that Dr. Shettler and Connie will be missed is an understatement. While I don’t have all the words 
to convey exactly what this looks like, let it be known their teaching, examples, and love of Christ will 
live on for years to come. So, to Dr. Shetter and Connie both, Thank You… thank you for your love, care, 
and affection to Alison, Annabel, and myself for all these years and thank you for leading this Church in 
the presence of God’s Word day in and day out. Now as God engineer’s the next blueprint for your life, 
I trust that He will give you the tools to keep building His Kingdom.
Now, may the living Lord Jesus go with you, may He go you above to watch over you, beside you to befriend 
you, behind you to encourage you, underneath you to lift you up, within you to give you peace, and before 
you to show you the way, now and forever more!
  

Legacy
from Scott Stuart

Our college ministry is geared towards both 
undergrad, and graduate students! We are very 
active and involved in a number of ministries: 
Sunday worship service, outreach projects, 
small groups, Bible studies, special events, and 
retreats.

We meet on Sunday mornings for Worship at 
10:55 a.m. followed by College Café, a fellowship 
lunch for college students provided by members 
of the congregation. Trajectory is Wednesday 
evenings at 7:30 in Gordon Hall with Bible 
Study, discussion and fellowship. Questions? 
Contact Scott Stuart at college@1stpc.org.

mailto:college@1stpc.org
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This year’s Montreat Worship and Music Conference theme 
(based upon  the words of Jesus found in the Gospel  of John 
14:27 -  Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives)  was "Not As the World Gives”.  
Our 70 Montreators gathered in the mountains of western 
North Carolina for retreat and renewal.
Our Montreators learned though worship, anthems and 
Bible study that:

Peace is not the absence of chaos; 
   it is the presence of hope.
Peace is not the absence of evil;  
   it is the boldness of righteousness.
Peace is not the absence of pain;  
   it is the presence of compassion.
Peace is not the maintenance of the status quo; 
   it is the courage to seek justice.
Peace is not the absence of darkness;  
   it is the presence of light.

Our children, youth, young adults, adult conferees, and 
chaperones  worshipped, sang anthems, studied scripture, 
rang handbells, hiked Lookout Mountain,  sang hymns, rock 
hopped,  prayed,  attended a chamber concert presented by 
Jonathan Ball, Dylan Tillery, Lukas Schoenfeld, Izzy Pratt, 
Marjorie Pedrick, and Kate Vellis, drummed, put their 
heads in the stream at Monkey’s Bottom, gathered around 
tables on the Galax House porch for two incredible meals 
prepared each day by Carol Israel and her phenomenal 
crew, surprised their secret buddy with a gift, bought  tables 
and chairs for the Days for Girls Mission in Malawi, ate ice 
cream at the Huckleberry, slid down sliding rock, hiked 
Grandfather Mountain, AND made new friends. Please join 
us for our annual Montreat Luncheon which will be held in 

Gordon Hall immediately 
following worship on 
Sunday, September 22. 
Three Montreat conferees 
share their memories of the 
week-long conference in 
Montreat, North Carolina:
I learned that peace is 
everywhere around us, in 
our hearts, souls, and minds. 
Peace is with God. My 
favorite things at Montreat 
were Monkey's Bottom, 
music, art, fun and games, 
and sliding rock. I liked 
gathering with the church 

family for lunch and dinner because it made me feel at 
home.  I really enjoyed Montreat.    - Norah Barat

I look forward to going to Montreat every year because, I 
love the sound of the creeks. I also love being in the 
mountains. Here are some of the things we do in Montreat. 
We do our classes, we go gem mining, we hike up mountains, 
and we go get ice cream.
These are the classes that the Elementary attended. We 
attended music, Bible study, choir, and Fun and games. We 
also had fun at our house. We played card games pretty 
much every night and the boys including myself had about 
6 pillow fights, and everybody in our group had a lot of 
fun.       -  Sammy Wacha

My first year at Montreat was very welcoming. The classes 
were fun, and I learned a lot . All of my classes were great. I 
was so disappointed when we had to leave. The week went 
by so fast! I am looking forward to next year's trip!
First off, I learned a bunch of new things at Montreat. In 
small groups, I learned more about the stories that were 
the main focus in worship. Speaking of worship, during the 
sermon, I learned how Bible times can happen in real-world 
times. In choir, I learned some music that corresponded 
to this week's theme, "Not as the World Gives." Finally, in 
Drumming Out Loud, I learned how you can listen to each 
other in order to find peace. I have learned a ton of new 
things at my first year at Montreat.
Next, all of my classes were amazing, but there were a couple 
in particular that I like the best. My all time favorite class 
was worship. I especially looked forward to the sermon. The 
pastor would first talk about what the scripture reading 

2019 Montreat Reflections
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meant, then he would place it in a real-world story. His sermons always 
got my attention, so I always looked forward to them. My next favorite 
class was choir. We learned about how the songs in different languages 
could mean so much. We also learned how each song we sang went along 
with our theme. I always looked forward to that class. I had so much fun 
in my classes, bu I had the most fun in choir and worship.
In conclusion, my first year at Montreat was so much fun, and I 
learned a lot. I learned more about how God gave us the best peace he 
could give, and how He loves us very much. Next, of all my amazing 
classes, worship and choir really stood out to me. This trip to Montreat 
was so amazing, and I am looking forward to going next year!   
       - Emmy Barat

*THE DASH
by Linda Ellis

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend. He referred 
to the dates on the tombstone from the beginning… to the end.

He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke of the following date 
with tears, but he said what mattered most of all was the dash between 

those years.
For that dash represents all the time they spent alive on earth and now 

only those who loved them know what that little line is worth.
For it matters not, how much we own, the cars… the house… the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love and how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard; are there things you’d like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left that still can be rearranged.

To be less quick to anger and show appreciation more and love the people 
in our lives like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile… 
remembering that this special dash might only last a little while.

So when your eulogy is being read, with your life’s actions to rehash, 
would you be proud of the things they say about how you lived your dash?

 
© 1996-2019 Southwestern Inspire Kindness, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
By Linda Ellis, Copyright © Inspire Kindness, 1996, thedashpoem.com.  

 
It is time for our annual church 
drive for school supplies for the 
children at Williams and Rawlings 
Elementary and Lincoln Middle 
School. From now until early 
September, there will be a box for 
your contributions in Gordon Hall. 
Below is a list of requests from the 
school. If you prefer, you may also 
contribute uniforms which include 
collared polo shirts / kaiki shorts 
for elementary aged children. 
Thanks!

Student Needs
Glue Sticks 
Pencil Box 
#2 Pencils 
Cap Erasers 
Pink Bar Erasers
Wide–Ruled Notebook Paper 
Student Scissors 
Composition Books (Not Spiral) 
Crayons – 24 Count Box 
2-Pocket Folders (Various Colors) 

Classroom Needs
Boxes of Tissue 
Hand Sanitizer – Large Bottles 
Highlighters 
Crayola Markers 
Dry Erase Markers 
Thin Black Dry-Erase Markers
Colored Pencils 
White Copy Paper 
Cleaning Wipes

School  
Supplies

http://thedashpoem.com
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During the worst days of the blitz in London (WWII), when the city was turning into rubble and ashes around the 
feet of its citizens, every morning they woke to find the house next door, or the whole row opposite, smoking and 
reeking with the blood of their neighbors. They woke to hear the tinkle of broken glass being swept up, the wail of 
ambulances. When the people did not have butter or milk or jam or eggs or enough meat or paper or any string at 
all or stockings or hats or paint for their fences, then, at that time, when they were down to the bone, they turned to 
what they had to have, to what they must have in order to survive. They turned to music. Every day in the National 
Gallery—empty, of course, because the pictures had been taken away for safety—Myra Hess played to anyone who 
cared to sit on the floor and listen—Bach and Schubert and Mozart. The halls were crowded with quiet people in 
sanctuary, drawing salvation from what they heard; drawing a sense of truth, a sense of verity, of sanity, health, 
humor, delight. They needed these things because they were frightened. They needed them in order to be able to go 
out and face another night, to make them understand what they were fighting to live for, why they were fighting to 
live. They turned to music, not to silk stockings. (Agnes DeMille, What Is The American Tradition In the Visual 
and Performing Arts?, American Artist)

Rene Clausen, composer and conductor of the famed Concordia College Choir that will be presenting a concert at 
First Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, March 10, 2020, continues in a lecture he presented titled “Where Will We 
Find Sanctuary?” by stating that “The experience of WWII Londoners just described creates the strong impression that 
the art of music held within itself, for these people in this dire circumstance, the ability to nurture and sustain the spirit 
of life itself. When the physical amenities of life have been taken away, when human beings are forced to grapple with 
the tenuous nature of life itself, art becomes what DeMille has termed “the ventilation of the spirit”.
While we may not have experienced the same suffering as the WWII Londoners, you and I face daily struggles and 
pain in our lives. I hope that being a member of a Choir provides refuge from our broken world. My prayer is that the 
hymns, anthems, and spiritual songs presented in each week in worship nurture and sustain us as pilgrims on our 
journey towards God. 

Join with the Ministry of Music as we gather 
in song at worship and at rehearsals each week:

Choir Regularly Rehearses Location Resumes
Chancel Choir (adult) Thursday 7:30-9:30 p.m. Choir Room Thursday, August 22
Senior Choir Wednesday 6:30-7:30 p.m. Choir Room Wednesday, August 28

Welcome back LOGOS swim party on Wednesday, August 21, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Junior Choir Wednesday LOGOS Choir Room Wednesday, August 28

Welcome back LOGOS swim party on Wednesday, August 21, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Cherub Choir Wednesday LOGOS Choir Room Wednesday, August 28

Welcome back LOGOS swim party on Wednesday, August 21, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Alleluia Choir Wednesday 3:45-4:15 p.m. Room 201 Wednesday, August 28

Welcome back LOGOS swim party on Wednesday, August 21, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Carol Ringers (Adult) Thursday 6:00-7:00 p.m. Room 202 Thursday, August 22
Joyful and Jubilate Ringers Wednesdays LOGOS Room 202 Wednesday, August 28

Welcome back LOGOS swim party on Wednesday, August 21, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Our choirs are volunteer. No audition is necessary.  

The voice you are born with is God’s gift to you; the use of your voice is your gift to God.  
For more information please email Mark Coffey, music@1stpc.org, or Mitch Rorick, music2@1stpc.org,  

or call 378-1527.

Then Sings My Soul

mailto:music@1stpc.org
mailto:music2@1stpc.org


9

Ice Cream Lovers Circle: 
Everyone is invited to join in this 
summer circle as we study Who 
is Jesus? August 5 from 6:00 p.m. 
until 7:45 p.m. Go to the Family 
Promise Day Center which is the 
small tan building with the big 

red front doors in the southwest corner of our church 
parking lot. Family Promise Director Jayne Moraski will 
welcome us there. Bring your supper or snag a sub on 
the way and we’ll eat while doing a couple of lessons, 
then break, eat ice cream, and do at least one more 
lesson. There will be time for discussion, and we’ll all be 
home before sundown!  We also ask that everyone bring 
3 cents - one penny for Fellowship of the Least Coin and 
the other two for Cents-ability.  Questions? Contact 
Betsy Berry at (352) 281-7114 for clarification.

Love Carved in Stone:
A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments. Join PW at 
Montgomery Conference Center on Saturday, August 
17 for a day of fellowship and study. How can a fresh 
embrace of the Ten Commandments contribute to the 
restoration of ourselves, our communities, and the 
furthering of the gospel in the world? Please register by 
August 1 to travel to Montgomery together in the church 
van. Contact Cyndie Williams for more information at 
cyndiewill1@gmail.com.

On behalf of all girls and teen mothers back home, I would like to convey 
our sincere thanks to you all for starting and supporting DFG mission 
there, both material and cash.
Matthew 7:15-20, we shall know people by their fruit, whether be it good 
fruit or even the bad fruit they produce.
Know that to us you have produced a good fruit because you’ve chosen to 
invest in the life of less privileged girls in rural areas. We don’t take it for 
granted. It’s God’s hand and grace to us. You’re greatly appreciated.
Let’s pray for success of this mission and desire to reach out to many. God 
bless you for everything you do in changing other people’s lives.
Zikomo kwambiri (Thank you so much)
ChiChi Chiputula

To the Congregation at First Presbyterian Church: 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE JOIN US AS WE HONOR 

 

 
on his retirement from First Presbyterian Church 

 

 
Sunday, August 25, 2019 

Following the 10:55 a.m. Worship Service 
In Gordon Hall 

First Presbyterian Church  
106 SW 3rd Street, Gainesville, FL 32601 

 
 
 

If you would like to contribute to a monetary love gift for Bob and Connie in  
appreciation of their 14 years of ministry with us, please send your check (with 
notation “Shettler Love Gift”) to the church office, Attention: Trudy Bonerba,  

by August 20. 
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If you would like to contribute to a monetary love gift for Bob and Connie in  
appreciation of their 14 years of ministry with us, please send your check (with 
notation “Shettler Love Gift”) to the church office, Attention: Trudy Bonerba,  

by August 20. 

Please pray for our students 
and teachers as another 
school year begins on 
Monday, August 12.  The 
Preschool Committee will 
greet families and help you 
find your classes. Be sure to 

ask them any questions you may have and to 
introduce yourself to our new teacher in the Busy 
Bees, Patricia Newman. And join us in worship on 
Sunday, August 11 as we recognize all our preschool 
teachers and members of the congregation who share 
the responsibility to educate our children.

mailto:cyndiewill1@gmail.com
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Nursery - The nursery is available every Sunday  
for infants (starting at 6 weeks) to 18 months in Room 
109, 19 months to 2 years in Room 111, and 3 years to 
Kindergarten  in Room 113 from 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  

Time for Young Disciples - During the 10:55 
a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited to 
come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.

Children’s Worship Bags are available every 
Sunday in the Chapel, the Narthex, and the Sanctuary 
entrance from Gordon Hall. Please pick one up before the 
worship service to help your child participate in worship. 
Following the service, please return the bags to the basket. 
Bring your worship guide (from inside the bag) home from 
church and enter your SECRET CODE from the box on 
the cover to unlock fun GAMES!
KIDS-4-GOD - Resumes on Sunday, August 18. Kids-
4-God is for children ages four through second grade to 
have a special learning and worship time immediately 
following Time for Young Disciples during the school 
year. Children are dismissed from the 10:55 a.m. worship 
service and meet their families at the stage in Gordon 
Memorial Hall following the worship service.

Christian Education

Youth Connection is for youth in grades 
6 through 12. We will begin our school year on 
Sunday, August 18 with a Bowling Party at 5:30 
p.m. at Splitz. Youth Connection typically meets on 
Sunday evenings at the church from 5:30-7:15 p.m. 
starting with dinner in the Serving Room.  We have 
a time of worship and Bible Study and conclude 
with games in Gordon Memorial Hall. Contact 
Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org, with questions 
and to RSVP for bowling and dinner.

     Are you interested in getting  
involved as an acolyte, youth lay reader 
or any other form of worship leader? 
Acolytes are 3rd-6th graders and serve 
during the school year in the 10:55 a.m. 
worship service. Youth Lay Readers are 
in 6th-12th grade and serve the second 
Sunday of the month during the school 
year in the 10:55 a.m. worship service. 
Do you have talents you could use to 
help others worship? Talk with Vicki 
Sumner or email children@1stpc.org. 

We are Hiring
Are you passionate about nurturing children? 

Do you want to play with babies 
and young children 
while sharing the love of 

Christ with them? We are seeking an experienced person 
to work with our children for an hourly paid position 
in our church nursery. The position is for an average of 
two Sundays per month, with flexibility. Please contact 
Christine Feigum at christinevloedman@yahoo.com.

Children and Youth Sunday School 
- Join us in the Art Room (Upstairs in the Christian 
Education Building, Room 216) beginning Sunday, 
August 18 for our Children and Youth Sunday School 
class from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. We will spend our first five 
weeks reflecting on our Vacation Bible School’s theme of 
Shipwrecked and being rescued by Jesus. Children and 
youth in kindergarten through high school will gather 
as we introduce the lesson and then split for deeper 
discussion around the topic. We look forward to seeing 
you and hearing about your summer vacation.

The Mommy and Me Room will open again on 
Sunday, August 18. Room 204 on the second floor of 
the Christian Education building is provided for parents 
of young children to nurse their child and/or to use as 
an alternative safe space to sit with their nursery-aged 
child. The 10:55 a.m. worship service is accessible via 
live streaming and one of the church staff can assist with 
a wifi connection, if desired. 

Visitors and new members are welcome every Sunday.
August 4 John 8:1-30 Pam Bailey
August 11 John 8:31-55 Perry Foote
August 18 John 9 Tim Schubert
August 25 John 10 Sue Kossuth

Gordon Hoover Class - room 115

Children and Youth Worship 
Leaders: 

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:christinevloedman@yahoo.com
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Christian Education

LOGOS Family Time Themes

August 21 LOGOS Beginning of the Year 
Pool Party

August 28 LOGOS Welcome Back Night

LOGOS is an after-school ministry designed to 
nurture children and youth in Christian discipleship. The 
LOGOS program includes development and growth in 
Kingdom beliefs and values through Bible Study, service 
to others before self, building lasting relationships 
through recreation and a shared meal, and development 
in worship skills through five children/youth choirs. This 
Wednesday ministry is offered during the school year, 
3:45-6 p.m. Dinner is served at 6 p.m. when children, 
parents, leaders, and church members share a delicious 
meal in fellowship around the table. Leadership involves 
parents, college students, and other members of the 
congregation.

LOGOS - Join us on Wednesday, August 21 at 
Westside Pool for our Swim Party. Contact Vicki 
Sumner, children@1stpc.org, with questions or 
to RSVP.

In April, I had the privilege of traveling to Princeton, NJ 
with youth workers and leaders from churches across 
the world to attend the Princeton Forum on Youth 
Ministry and begin a certification in Theology and Youth 
Ministry. As part of this certification, I have been tasked 
with using design thinking to assess our specific church 
and youth ministry needs and create a capstone project. 
Through this project, I will design a way to meet a need 
within our ministry context, implement the idea, and 
evaluate it within my cohort at Princeton Theological 
Seminary’s Institute on Youth Ministry. After spending 
time in thought and prayer, as well as consulting leaders 
within our congregation, I’ve come to an objective and 
project design. 
The objective of my capstone project is to use 
intergenerational ministry to help our youth find the Lord 
in secular work. I would like to engage all generations; 
help our church find focus during this transitional 
period; build intergenerational relationships; and allow, 
as Parker Palmer put it in his book, On the Brink of 
Everything, a “turning toward the rising generation 
offering whatever we know that they might find useful - 
and even more important, learning from them.”
My capstone project is a ten week course, during our 
Youth Connection meetings, which will bring in adults 
from the congregation to share their vocation and how 
they feel God’s hand in their secular work. They will 
speak with the youth from an outline of basic topics  

(ex: What do you do on a typical day? How do you see 
that God prepared you for the job you’re in?) and allow 
time for the youth to ask questions. It is even possible to 
include  field trips to see their workplaces.
Through this project, our church family will have the 
opportunity to spend focused time in intergenerational 
ministry and our youth will learn how ministry work is 
not limited to church work.
This project will help my development as a theologically-
reflective youth ministry practitioner because it will 
challenge me to move away from doing things just 
because I think they are a good idea, to intentionally 
grounding my choices in my theological reflections and 
new insights from youth and adults. In so doing, it will 
help me grow along with those whom I am serving in 
the Lord. It will help me use the tools which are being 
added to my toolkit and allow me the opportunity to 
spend focused time doing theological ministry with 
our youth. I’ll be creating an intergenerational context, 
allowing time for deeper connections to begin. This 
will tap into one of my theological questions I’ll be 
considering during the span of the project: Psalm 78:1-
8 reminds us of the importance of telling the glorious 
deeds of the Lord to the coming generation; by what 
means are we allowing our coming generation to learn 
from their elders?

Helping Youth Find God in Vocation

mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Report from FPC Archive Committee: W. J. McCormick 
The first pastor to serve our congregation was W. J. McCormick. Born in Northern 
Ireland in 1821, he emigrated to upper New York state with his family while still a boy. He 
moved to Charleston, South Carolina at age 25. Shortly thereafter McCormick enrolled 
at Oglethorpe University, an institution originally built by the Presbyterian Church. He 
then attended seminary in Columbia, S.C. After ordination in 1853, he served several 
congregations in S.C. including one in Liberty Hill, a small community near Camden. The 
Liberty Hill connection proved to be important.
In 1857 several planters, a number from South Carolina, gathered to discuss formation of 
a church in Alachua County. One of them, Dr. W. H. Stringfellow, knew McCormick from 
Liberty Hill. He convinced McCormick to visit North Florida to help form several churches. 
McCormick did, during the winter of 1857-58, and returned to S.C. afterward. The group 
approached McCormick again, this time asking him to settle 
permanently in Alachua County. McCormick returned in 
January 1859, this time with his wife Sophie Patterson and 

their three young children. Sophie had two uncles living in this area.
As pastor, McCormick served two churches, Kanapaha and the new church in Gainesville, 
which was erected and completed in 1860. He also served small congregations in Ocala, 
Archer, and Micanopy, as well as others as distant as Fernandina Beach. He was pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church, Gainesville when it was formally organized by the Presbytery 
in 1867. His one break from local ministry was during the Civil War, when he left to 
serve Confederate soldiers on active duty. 
McCormick died of typhoid pneumonia in 1883, aged 62. He is buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery.
More details of McCormick’s life and work are available in Planters, Plantations and 
Presbyterians, a book written by his great-grandson, Fenwick Donald McCormick. Monument Evergreen Cemetery

On these anniversaries, we want to recognize the following people with gratitude for 
their work and ministry:
*14 years* Bob Shettler is completing his 14th year as the Senior Pastor.  He preaches, 
teaches, leads the staff, shepherds the congregation, and much more. Bob accepted the 
call to pastor First in August of 2005.
*7 years* Scott Stuart is the College Ministry Director. His days are filled with Trajectory 

bible study, mission trips, campus outreach, and retreats. Scott joined the ministry staff in August 2012.
*4 years* Fred Lundy is the Director of Young Adult Ministry focusing on those who are Adulting (in their 20’s, 30’s 
or 40’s with careers and/or families). He also oversees the facilities and the facilities personnel. Fred began working 
on the ministry staff in August 2015.
*1 year* Mitch Rorick is the Associate Director of Music and Organist. In this role, he accompanies the Chancel 
Choir, conducts the Senior and Cherub Choirs and the Carol Ringers, and plays the organ. Mitch started in August 
of 2018.

In Recognition

 
W.J. McCormick                                                                                                

* Sarah Kathryn Thorp, known to us as Ms. Sally, has been employed at First Presbyterian Preschool 
for fourteen years and has taught all age groups over the years and led our chapel services for the past 
six years. This fall, she will enter a three-year doctorate program in occupational therapy which will 
prepare her to serve as a pediatric occupational therapist and continue to help children and families.  
Her last day as the lead teacher in the Busy Bee classroom was Friday, July 26, 2019. Sally was a leader, 
role model, and nurturing teacher who will be missed. We love Ms. Sally and wish her the very best in 
her new endeavor. 



13

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

The Great Escape
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
The Great Escape
10:30 AM Caring and
Sharing Lunch Week
{10:30-First Pres --then--
Leave to serve food}
5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline
7:30 PM Session Prayer
Committee Prayer Time
{Parlor}

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
The Great Escape
10:30 AM Caring and
Sharing Lunch Week
{10:30-First Pres --then--
Leave to serve food}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
6:30 AM Young Adult
Ministry Men's Group {Metro
Diner}
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
10:30 AM Caring and
Sharing Lunch Week
{10:30-First Pres --then--
Leave to serve food}
7:30 PM College Trajectory
--SUMMER 2019-- {Parlor}
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
10:30 AM Caring and
Sharing Lunch Week
{10:30-First Pres --then--
Leave to serve food}

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline
5:30 PM St. Francis House
Serving Dinner
6:00 PM Presbyterian
Women (PW) Summer
Bible Study Circle --
Family Promise Day
Center
7:30 PM Session Prayer
Committee Prayer Time
{Parlor}

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
5:30 PM Local Missions
{Church Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
6:30 PM Deacon's Meeting
7:30 PM College Trajectory
Fellowship
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--

-->PRESCHOOL
CLOSED<--
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

DEDICATION SUNDAY - RECOGNITION OF
SCHOOLS
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
12:00 PM Congregational Care Committee
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall

***PRESCHOOL
RESUMES FOR FALL***
5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline
7:30 PM Session Prayer
Committee Prayer Time
{Parlor}

9:00 AM Preschool Fitness
Club
11:00 AM Preschool Dance
11:30 AM Preschool
Committee {Library}
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
4:30 PM Property
Committee {Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
6:30 PM Deacon and Elder
Training
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

5:00 PM Bugle Deadline 11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel - Holy
Communion
9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Christian Education for All Ages
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God Begins
12:00 PM College Cafe Resumes
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall
5:30 PM Youth Connection Bowling Party

5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline
5:30 PM Serving Dinner at
St. Francis House
7:30 PM Session Prayer
Committee Prayer Time
{Parlor}

9:00 AM Preschool Fitness
Club
11:00 AM Preschool Dance
12:00 PM Executive
Commission {Parlor}
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
11:00 AM Joan Couden's
Memorial Service w/
Reception to follow
3:30 PM LOGOS Swim
Party
7:30 PM College Trajectory
Resumes
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers
Resumes
7:30 PM Chancel Choir
Resumes

11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

9:15 AM Nursery (6 weeks -- Pre-K)
9:30 AM Christian Education for All Ages
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class
10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM Celebration for the Shettlers in Gordon
Hall
12:00 PM College Cafe
5:30 PM Youth Connection

5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline
7:30 PM Session Prayer
Committee Prayer Time
{Parlor}

9:00 AM Preschool Fitness
Club
11:00 AM Preschool Dance
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
3:45 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS Dinner -
Welcome Back Night
7:15 PM Session {Room
201}
7:30 PM College Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers
7:30 PM Chancel Choir

11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

AUGUST 2019

Member Information
NEW MEMBERS BIRTHS DEATHS

Drew Feigum
Daniel and Donna Sutton

Zachary Wiggins

Hazen Patton, July 17, 2019 Lenoir Tucker, May 22, 2019 
Jeffrey Stultz, May 26, 2019

Joseph Ball, June 5, 2019
JoAn Couden, June 9, 2019 
Janet Zeigler, June 23, 2019

Joyce Wiltbank, June 28, 2019
Bob Ernst, July 2, 2019 

Betty Sue Thomas, July 17, 2019
Elizabeth West, July 22, 2019

For our most up to date  calendar, please visit: 
 

http://1stpc.org/ifpc-calendar.html

A Call to Prayer: The Session has appointed a prayer committee (Sarah Whitfield, Rick Smith 
and George Lebo) to organize our congregational prayer for the Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC). They 
are emailing daily prayer requests (supplied by the PNC) to church members. To receive these daily PNC prayer 
emails, please respond to George Lebo at grlebo2003@gmail.com. Also, all who desire may join them to pray in 
the church parlor each Monday at 7:30 p.m., immediately after the PNC weekly meeting adjourns.

http://1stpc.org/ifpc-calendar.html
mailto:grlebo2003@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
PLEASE JOIN US AS WE HONOR 

 

 
on his retirement from First Presbyterian Church 

 

 
Sunday, August 25, 2019 

Following the 10:55 a.m. Worship Service 
In Gordon Hall 

First Presbyterian Church  
106 SW 3rd Street, Gainesville, FL 32601 

 
 
 

If you would like to contribute to a monetary love gift for Bob and Connie in  
appreciation of their 14 years of ministry with us, please send your check (with 
notation “Shettler Love Gift”) to the church office, Attention: Trudy Bonerba,  

by August 20. 
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August Bugle

LOGOS 
Wednesday 
August 21
3:30 p.m.

Westside Pool

Sunday School  
for All Ages

Sunday 
August 18
9:30 a.m.

Youth Connection
Bowling Party

Sunday 
August 18
5:30 p.m.

College Café
Sunday 

August 18
12:00 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Thursday 
August 22
7:30 p.m.

College Trajectory
Wednesday 
August 21
7:30 p.m.

Start the new season 
with us at First 
Presbyterian in 

worship, fellowship, 
song, and study.

Carol Ringers
Thursday
August 22
6:00 p.m.

Preschool
Begins

Monday
August 12

Join us in honoring  
Dr. Bob and Connie

Sunday, 
August 28

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
*Worship at 10:55 a.m. only

Senior Choir
Wednesday,
August 28
6:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATES:
Hosting Family Promise 

Sunday,           Sunday,
October 28 - November 10


