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When I’m in Nicaragua, I’m reminded of FPC’s history 
of missions in Estelí, Nicaragua by a large plaque on 
the wall of a classroom we built at Shalom Presbyterian 
Church recognizing Casey Wood for his years of 
service that began in 2000, and led to the first mission 
trip in July 2004. From the beginning the goal was to 
“share the Good News of the love of Jesus Christ” and 
build the Kingdom of God by equipping his people in 
Estelí. The first years were spent building a sanctuary, 
classrooms, youth center, full size basketball court, and 
bathrooms. Homes were constructed. Kitchens and 
bathrooms were built. While we built structures; we 
also built relationships with the members of Shalom. 
We worked together, ate together, and worshiped 
together. We conducted VBS for children that live on 
the town dump and distributed food. FPC supported 
Shalom’s first pastor Juan Carlos while he attended 
seminary in Mexico. Seeing the value of formal 
training, several members of Shalom expressed their 
desire for a seminary in Shalom. Three years ago an 
opportunity was presented to Dr. Shettler to explore 
establishing a training center. Pastors and leaders of 
churches throughout Estelí expressed a desire for 
access to formal training. A partnership was formed 
between FPC, FIET, and Overseas Council to establish 
a Center. FIET is a reformed seminary and provider of 
Theological Education by Extension throughout Latin 
America.  This summer one hundred-forty students 
finished their first two years of a three-year program. 
Last November, I stood in a church, which was an 
equipment shed with a tin roof, filled with chairs and 
a pulpit. The pastor showed me where the foundation 
was being poured for the sanctuary that would be 
built over the shed. Four of his members are students 
in the Training Center. He told me that while they 
were building the physical foundation of the church, 
they were also building the spiritual foundation. 
Those four members are being equipped to be Sunday 
School teachers and youth and small group leaders. 
The goal of our missions in Nicaragua remains the 
same as when Casey led that first trip in 2004, to 
“share the Good News of the love of Jesus Christ” and 
build the Kingdom of God in Nicaragua by equipping 
His people. Thank you for your continued support.   

**Future support opportunities include the next 
Nic-to Go Lunch on Sunday, September 15 and the 
Concert for a Cause on Sunday, September 29.

Nicaragua
from Andy Vloedman

On August 25, we celebrated 
fourteen years of ministry 
and service with Dr. Bob and 
Connie Shettler. It was a great 
day of worship and provided 
an opportunity to express our 
gratitude at the reception after 
church! If you were unable 

to attend or didn't get a chance to speak with them 
directly, cards of appreciation can be mailed to 4863 
SW 95th Terrace, Gainesville, FL 32608.

Connie and I have 
searched our hearts 
for the perfect words 
to express our love and 
appreciation to you our 
church family.  
Sunday was a day that 
will remain in our 
memory with joy and 
thanksgiving.

The worship service including the special music was 
truly uplifting and brought glory to God.
Your kind words and expressions of love overwhelmed 
us and will always bless our souls.
We are grateful for your generous gift and are thinking 
seriously about the trip to Hawaii.
What an honor it was to have you celebrate our retirement 
with an incredible reception!
We were pleased to hear that the planning and execution 
was accomplished by all ages from children to senior 
adults; we were certainly blessed by your hard work.
Connie was touched by having the sanctuary flowers 
given in her honor.
We have been blessed to be called to be a part of this 
great church.
We will continue to pray for each of you, and give thanks 
for our time together, serving our risen Lord.

May the living Lord Jesus go with you,
Above to watch over you,

Beside you to befriend you,
Behind you to protect you,

Underneath you to give you strength,
Within you to bring you peace,

And before you to show you the way,
Both now and forever more, Amen.

- Dr. Bob and Connie 

Gratitude
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Adulting Through The Seasons
from Fred Lundy

So here we are – September 2019.
To be honest with you, I found this Bugle Article quite hard to write.
At first, I thought about communicating all we have going on at the church this semester 
to make sure you were informed about how you can personally be involved in Glorifying 
God, Making Disciples of Jesus Christ, and Meeting Human Needs.
Then I remembered that we already do that continually through the Bugle, Sunday 
Worship Guides, and other correspondence we send out.
So I scratched that idea…
Then I thought about writing concerning how different it is now than it was a month 
ago. I was going to include such points as how our life at home is different – our kids 
are back in school and those schools are different with one in elementary and the other 
in middle school; then go on to our professional life and how life continues to change 
around us, and we are constantly bombarded with what to invest our time in and what 
to let go of; and conclude with other differences, especially those at church.
Then I realized that this was not really what I felt led to communicate either…
And the more I kept thinking and writing, the more I kept leaning toward the following:
So here we are – September 2019 – a date I knew was coming in the early months of 
my interview process here at First Pres; yet, also a date I could not ever fully prepare for.
And here you are – September 2019 – whether new to our church or involved since 
you were too young to remember; a date that marks the beginning of a new season at 
our church.
And here we are – September 2019 – a time when we get to be on the front row of 
another big thing God is going to do in our lives as individuals and collectively. A time 
when the known and unknown pivot back and forth; at times, taking our emotions on 
a roller coaster ride where we can almost hear and feel the clicks as it brings us to the 
high before plunging us to the low.
Yet. Here. We. Are.
In this season, we are here together. 
In this time of unknown, God has placed each of us in this family of faith with each 
other.
Right now we are here.
And this is a great reminder that this is where we are all the time – more unknown 
than known, more of our life that is out of our control than in it, more areas where He 
desires to see us grow than our own willingness to do so. 
So let us use this time wisely, let us devote ourselves to prayer – for each other, for our 
church family, for the next steps.
Let us see this time with a desire to build some holy habits – of waiting upon the Lord, 
of trusting in Him, of being faithful to that which He has called us and trusting Him to 
be faithful to do what only He can do.
Let us take opportunities to draw closer to the Lord and each other.
Let us make amends, let us deepen friendships, let us look for others to join us in the 
journey of Christian faith, and let us continue to give God and Him alone ALL the glory 
for all that He has, all that He is, and all that He will continue to do. 
Let us remember the words that repeat throughout Psalm 136 – “He is good, His 
steadfast love endures forever…”
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This Saturday marks my sixth leadership retreat with my students. 
Over the years this has become one of the moments that I look 
forward to the most. We get to come together to catch up after a 
long summer, talk about the previous year, and cast vision for the 
year that is front of us. The challenge in these moments is trying 
to cover everything we need to in a matter of one day. However, I 
am reminded of the verses that we have adopted as our ministry’s 
passage, as Paul writes in Philippians 3:12-14:

“Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Some might wonder at this moment why we as a ministry have 
adopted this passage as our own. The long story short is that our 
college ministry’s name is “Trajectory.” Everyday we try to ask 
ourselves the question, “Are we pressing toward the goal of the 
upward call in Christ?” Or perhaps in other words, “What is our 
Trajectory?” 
With so much before us I know the temptation at times is to 
reminisce on the past and think of the glory days that are behind 
us. However, Paul reminds us to fix our eyes on the prize and keep 
pressing on to what is in front of us. As we launch into a new school 
year, I want to encourage my students and us as a congregation to 
live out the words that Paul gives us. 
Though I have read these words over and over again they just 
seem fitting for us a church more than ever. It is not only a new 
school year before us, but we are in the transitions of a new interim 
pastor, with the hope and expectation of a new senior pastor soon. 
I know sometimes it is hard to embrace change because we become 
comfortable with certain routines and relationships, but with 
the hope of our Heavenly Father by our side, let us together look 
forward in what is to come.

What's our Trajectory?
from Scott Stuart

Our college ministry is geared towards both 
undergrad and graduate students. We are very 
active and involved in a number of ministries: 
Sunday worship service, outreach projects, 
small groups, Bible studies, special events, and 
retreats. *In the cover photo, the Trajectory 
crew gets together for tailgating.

We meet on Sunday mornings for Worship at 
10:55 a.m. followed by College Café, a fellowship 
lunch for college students provided by members 
of the congregation. Trajectory is Wednesday 
evenings at 7:30 in Gordon Hall with Bible 
Study, discussion and fellowship. Questions? 
Contact Scott Stuart at college@1stpc.org.

mailto:college@1stpc.org
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The Preschool started out our new school year on August 12 with 20 VPK 
students and so many new families. We have several special events scheduled 
such as Open House September 24 from 3-5 p.m., the Scholastic book fair, and 
our homecoming tailgate party. Families of the church are always welcome to 
join in the fun or schedule a tour anytime. 
The preschool is always in need of school supplies such as Kleenex, Clorox 
wipes, large/small paper plates for snack time, or any type of Lysol spray for 
cleaning. 

The school is also looking for responsible staff willing to take the DCF 45-credentials and work with 
our fabulous four-year-old group M-F from 1:30-5:30 p.m. Please email the preschool for 
interviews or  or questions at preschool@1stpc.org. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Meetings

Circle Date Time Place Subject
Circle 6 Tues. Sept. 3 12:00 p.m. Church Parlor Love Carved in Stone

Circle 5 Tues. Sept. 3 7:00 p.m. TBD Love Carved in Stone

Chocolate Lovers Wed. Sept. 4 1:30 p.m. Church Parlor Love Carved in Stone

Beth Moore Study Every other Wed.,
starting Sept. 18 6:30 p.m. M. Hairston's home

Suburban Heights
Breaking Free: The Journey, The 

Stories

Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments. How can a fresh embrace of the Ten  
Commandments contribute to the restoration of ourselves, our communities, and the furthering of the gospel in 
the world?
Breaking Free: The Journey, The Stories is a study based in Isaiah that focuses on the transforming power of freedom 
in Jesus Christ. Because of the faithfulness of God, we can break free from anything that keeps us from knowing 
God. 
The 2019 PW Gathering in the Synod of South Atlantic will be October 25-27, 2019 at Epworth By The Sea, 
Georgia. We will be traveling from church to the Gathering in our church van. **Registration is due by 9/15/19. 
The online form is available at https://pwsosa.com/2019-synod-gathering/   
The primary goals of Presbyterian Women (PW) are Bible Study, mission, and fellowship. Everyone is welcome. 
Please join us! For more information, contact Cyndie Williams at cyndiewill1@gmail.com.

Women’s Fall Bible Study 
Gather together with women from the congregation for the Max Lucado study Unshakable Hope: 
Building our Lives on the Promises of God. We meet every other Monday at 10 a.m. in the church 
parlor beginning September 9. Any and all are welcome. Contact Deanna Graham Cook with 
questions at 317-432-1158.

mailto:preschool@1stpc.org
https://pwsosa.com/2019-synod-gathering/
mailto:cyndiewill1@gmail.com
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peace 
eace 

I leave with you; p 

I  g i v e  t o  y o u .  

y o u r  h e a r t s  b e  Let 

Not as the world gives 

Not 
afraid. 

TROUBLED, 
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John 14:27 

Montreat
This year’s Montreat Worship and Music Conference theme 
was ”Not As the World Gives”. Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives.” Reverend Dr. Rodger Nishioka led 
worship each day reminding us that

Peace is not the absence of chaos; 
it is the presence of hope.

Peace is not the absence of evil; 
it is the boldness of righteousness.

Peace is not the absence of pain; 
it is the presence of compassion.

Peace is not the maintenance of the status quo; 
it is the courage to seek justice.

Peace is not the absence of darkness; 
it is the presence of light.

Our 71 Montreators gathered in the mountains of western 
North Carolina for retreat and renewal. Please join us for our 
annual Montreat Luncheon which will be held in Gordon 
Hall immediately following worship on Sunday, September 
22. 
Two of our adult Montreators share their memories of 
Montreat:
Musings from a first-timer at Montreat
Having heard great things about the Montreat Worship & 
Music Conference from First Presbyterian attendees, as well 
as colleagues throughout the years, as a first-timer it was still 
with some uncertainty that I stepped onto the bus for the 
ride to North Carolina. However, throughout the week, and 
as I have had further time to reflect, it truly was a mountain 
top experience, involving great fellowship, worship, and 
music.
Food and Fellowship
One of the biggest highlights for me was fellowship and 
meal time. While eating wonderful food, we gave gratitude 
through “Thank the Cooks” songs, reflected on the day’s 
events by sharing stories and thoughts, experienced skits of 
Bible stories, and had lots of fun. I witnessed young and old, 
family and friends, First Presbyterian folks and guests, all eat 
together. Truly, it was great fellowship and fun. 
Worship and Music
Worship was a wonderful opportunity to hear, see, and 
visually experience God’s word. I so enjoyed seeing people 
of various ages and backgrounds lead worship throughout 
the week. The Scripture, homilies, liturgies, and music 
weaved a message so well together that resonated with me 
for many days. 

A mountain top experience
Located in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Montreat is a beautiful 
retreat center that reminds you of God’s grandeur and 
beauty. Climbing Lookout Mountain, stepping into the fresh 
running creek, and seeing the beautifully designed buildings 
gave me a rich environment for connecting with God. 
Reflecting on my childhood, one of the settings I felt closest 
to God was at camp. There is something special about being 
in a specific environment, focused on God, surrounded 
by other worshipers that is uplifting and meaningful. At 
the Montreat Worship & Music Conference I felt more 
connected to the community of First Presbyterian Church 
and the greater body of faith in the United States. Thank you 
to those that made it possible for us to attend Montreat and
experience God in worship and community.

- Mitch Rorick

This was my first experience of Montreat and perhaps a 
unique one. I had the opportunity to go as both a chaperone
and a conferee. I served with a team of adults to help make
the week the best it could be for our children and youth 
while also getting to just be me at the classes I attended.
One standout moment from each “world” – 
In the art class we were tasked with making a banner that 
reflected one of the sayings of the week. To set us up for 
this project, the teacher explained a little bit of how the 
statements came about. She reminded us that it’s common 
to think of peace as just that “peaceful, easy feeling,” but 
peace is not really a passive idea. The peace that comes from 
God is active. On His part and on ours. Her words resonated 
with me and are still something I need to ponder.
In addition, I visited almost all the houses that our church 
family stayed in. In each one I was invited into fun and 
fellowship - playing Apples to Apples and eating donuts 
with the kids, joining the young adults for devotions and 
Bananagrams, eating meals with the whole group and giving 
a small hand to the kitchen crew, and of course, living with 
the youth all week. In each home, I felt connected to the 
church family and saw just how active our chaperones were 
in creating peace in their house. Each leader showed their
love for God and His people in different and inspiring ways.
I have been a member the church for two and a half years 
and still have many people I need to meet. I am grateful for 
the chance I was given at Montreat to get to know some of 
you better and to grow in my faith and put that faith into
practice.

- Jenny Chamberlain
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Production of sweetie pies will begin on October 4. Plan to join us in the kitchen at 9 
a.m. Fridays or 9 a.m. Saturdays for rolling, peeling, filling, fluting, bagging and freezing
hundreds of pies for the Montreat Worship and Music Conference fundraiser. Please
check the sign-up sheet by the choir room to sign up for pie making or contact Cyndie
Williams at cyndiewill1@gmail.com. We hope you will join us for this wonderful baking
time!! Order forms will be included in the October Bugle and placed in the pews.

Calling All Pie Makers!

Montreat Worship and Music 
Conference Luncheon

Sunday, September 22
12 noon

Gordon Memorial Hall

Please join us as we share
Memories of Montreat 2019

and say THANK YOU 
for your support.

RSVP to (352) 378-1527
or communications@1stpc.org

by September 18

Cost is $5 per person
Maximum $20 per family

peace  eace I leave with you;p I  g i v e  t o  y o u .  

y o u r  h e a r t s  b eLet Not 
Not as the world gives 

afraid. 
TROUBLED, 

let 
   them Neither 

John 14:27 

School Supplies Drive

Student Needs
Glue Sticks 
Pencil Box 
#2 Pencils 
Cap Erasers 
Pink Bar Erasers
Wide–Ruled Notebook Paper 
Student Scissors 
Composition Books (Not Spiral) 
Crayons – 24 Count Box 
2-Pocket Folders (Various Colors)

Classroom Needs
Boxes of Tissue 
Hand Sanitizer – Large Bottles 
Highlighters 
Crayola Markers 
Dry Erase Markers 
Thin Black Dry-Erase Markers
Colored Pencils 
White Copy Paper 
Cleaning Wipes

It's time for our annual church drive for school supplies for the children at Williams and Rawlings Elementary 
and Lincoln Middle School. Many families cannot afford the essentials. Our congregation has always been 
generous with school supplies. If you are able to help this year, please place items from the list below in the bus 
in Gordon Hall. If you prefer, you may also contribute uniforms which include collared polo shirts / kaiki shorts 
for elementary aged children. Thanks!

How many times can we fill the bus?

peace 
eace 

I leave with you;p 

I  g i v e  t o  y o u .  

y o u r h e a r t s b eLet 

Not as the world gives 

Not 
afraid. 

TROUBLED,
let 

them Neither 
John 14:27 

mailto:cyndiewill1@gmail.com
mailto:communications@1stpc.org
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Nursery - The nursery is available every Sunday  for 
infants (starting at 6 weeks) to 18 months in Room 109, 
19 months to 2 years in Room 111, and 3 years to Pre-
Kindergarten  in Room 113 from 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  

Time for Young Disciples - During the 10:55 
a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited to
come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.

Children’s Worship Bags are available every 
Sunday in the Chapel, the Narthex, and the Sanctuary 
entrance from Gordon Hall. Please pick one up before the 
worship service to help your child participate in worship. 
Following the service, please return the bags to the basket. 
Bring your worship guide (from inside the bag) home from 
church and enter your SECRET CODE from the box on 
the cover to unlock fun GAMES!
KIDS-4-GOD - Kids-4-God is for children in Voluntary 
Pre-Kindergarten through second grade to have a special 
learning and worship time immediately following Time 
for Young Disciples during the school year. We are 
following the Jesus Storybook Bible curriculum. Children 
are dismissed from the 10:55 a.m. worship service and 
meet their families at the stage in Gordon Memorial Hall 
following the worship service. 
The Mommy and Me Room - Room 204 on 
the second floor of the Christian Education building is 
provided for parents of young children to nurse their 
child and/or to use as an alternative safe space to sit with 
their nursery-aged childon Sunday mornings. The 10:55 
a.m. worship service is accessible via live streaming and
one of the church staff can assist with a wifi connection,
if desired.

Christian Education

      Are you interested in getting  
involved as an acolyte, youth lay reader 
or any other form of worship leader? 
Acolytes are 3rd-6th graders and serve 
during the school year in the 10:55 a.m. 
worship service. Youth Lay Readers are 
in 6th-12th grade and serve the second 
Sunday of the month during the school 
year in the 10:55 a.m. worship service. 
Do you have talents you could use to 
help others worship? Talk with Vicki 
Sumner or email children@1stpc.org. 

We are Hiring
Are you passionate about nurturing children? 

Do you want to play with babies 
and young children 
while sharing the love of 

Christ with them? We are seeking an experienced person 
to work with our children for an hourly paid position 
in our church nursery. The position is for an average of 
two Sundays per month, with flexibility. Please contact 
Christine Feigum at christinevloedman@yahoo.com.

Children and Youth Sunday School - 
Kindergarten through 12th grade students gather in the 
Art Room (Upstairs in the Christian Education Building, 
Room 216) for our Children and Youth Sunday School 
class from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. September starts with a 
combined Sundy School over Labor Day weekend.  Then 
we continue with learning how to be rescued by Jesus. 
Children and youth in kindergarten through high school 
will gather as we introduce the lesson and then split for 
deeper discussion.

Gordon Hoover Class - room 115
Visitors and new members are welcome every Sunday.
September 1 John 11 Bob Bailey
September 8 John 12:1-19 Ray Davis
September 15 John 12:20-50 Perry Foote
September 22 John 13 Jed Keesling
September 29 John 14 Robert Craig

Children and Youth Worship 
Leaders: 

Rescued by Jesus
September 1 Combined Sunday School 
September 8 When you worry … Jesus rescues!
September 15  When you struggle … Jesus rescues!
September 22 When you do wrong … Jesus rescues!
September 29 When you’re powerless … Jesus rescues!

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:christinevloedman@yahoo.com
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Christian Education

Youth Connection is for grades 6 - 12 and 
meets at the church on Sundays from 5:30-7:15 p.m. 
We start with dinner, will spend time learning how 
we can do the Lord’s work in secular vocation, and 
conclude with games. Youth Connection is taking 
a break for the holiday weekend and will resume 
next Sunday, September 8. Contact Vicki Sumner, 
children@1stpc.org, with questions and to RSVP.

LOGOS is an after-school ministry designed to 
nurture children and youth in Christian discipleship. 
The LOGOS program includes development and growth 
in Kingdom beliefs and values through Bible Study, 
service to others before self, building lasting relationships 
through recreation and a shared meal, and development 
in worship skills through five children/youth choirs. This 
Wednesday ministry is offered during the school year, 
3:45-6 p.m. Dinner is served at 6 p.m. when children, 
families, leaders, and church members share a delicious 
meal in fellowship around the table. Leadership involves 
family members, college students, and other members of 
the congregation.

Is your family considering joining us for our LOGOS 
intergenerational ministry this year? Your family is invited 
to the LOGOS Meeting after church on September 15 in 
Room 201. A light lunch will be served, LOGOS Family 
time style. The meeting will contain essential information 
about the LOGOS ministry. Your child’s registration is 
not complete without your help. Join us and we’ll help you 
find your best way to be part of this program of Christian 
nurture and discipleship. Contact Vicki Sumner with 
questions or to RSVP at children@1stpc.org.

LOGOS Family Time Themes

September 4 Birthday Night
September 11 Peaceful Memories Night
September 18 Backpack Night
September 25 Invite a Friend Night

LOGOS Meeting:

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:children@1stpc.org
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John Rood Cunningham 
served as pastor of 
Gainesville’s First 
Presbyterian Church 
from 1923-1928.  He 
was also grandfather 
of our own Beth Wood 
and great-grandfather 
of Libby.
Cunningham was 
born in Williamsburg, 
Missouri in 1892. 
He graduated from 
Westminster College 
in 1914 and Louisville 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 1917.  During 
World War I he served as a Chaplin, after which he 
worked at the YMCA in Black Mountain, North Carolina.  
While visiting nearby Montreat to hear a speaker, he met 
his future wife, Rubie Ray, a missionary teacher from 
Ocala, Florida.  Married at Montreat in 1922, Preacher 
Gordon (a friend from seminary) served as a member of 
the wedding party.  Rev. Cunningham was offered the job 
at First Presbyterian in Gainesville in 1923, a post he held 
with distinction for five years.
During Cunningham’s tenure, the church purchased a 
manse on SW 2nd Avenue (in which he lived) and lots at 
the corner of the now familiar SW 3rd Street and SW 2nd 

Avenue.  The church held services Sunday morning and 
evening (Christian Endeavor Societies), and Wednesday 
evening (Prayer and Praise).  Membership exceeded 
650: Annual gifts ranged from $20,000 - $25,000.  The 
church supported a missionary in China, held Bible 
school for more than 150 children from the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and several other churches, and participated 
in a prison ministry.
In the 1920’s Gainesville was prosperous. By 1930 its 
population had grown from 6,860 to 10,465, a number that 
included more than 2,000 young men at the University. 
After leaving Gainesville, Cunningham served as a 
minister in Bristol, Virginia (where Beth’s father was 
born).  Following that he became President of Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and the minister 
at First Presbyterian Church in Winston Salem, North 
Carolina.  

Cunningham became the 12th President of Davidson 
College in 1941 serving until 1957.  During his tenure 
(which included the post-war flood of returning 
veterans) he actively engaged in fundraising, expanding 
the endowment to $5,000,000. He doubled the size of 
the faculty, increased enrollment from 160 to 970 and 
oversaw the construction of several new buildings, one of 
them a sanctuary which students dubbed the “Cathedral 
of Slick John the Divine” – a nickname given not for 
his personality but for his sense of fashion.   According 
to Beth, he was always impeccably dressed, wearing 
dress shoes and necktie even when climbing Montreat’s 
Lookout Mountain.  In 1947, while at Davidson, he 
was elected moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, and in 1951, president of the 
Association of American Colleges.  In 1961 Davidson 
named its Cunningham Theater Center for him. 
Following Davidson, until he retired, Cunningham 
served as President of the Presbyterian Foundation of 
the South in Charlotte, NC. In 1960, Charlotte’s mayor 
asked him to chair the ‘Friendly Relationship Committee’ 
to address sit-ins in the local stores. This committee 
resolved integration of the lunch counters by the summer 
of 1960 and then, at his urging, expanded its scope to 
explore issues of housing, educational opportunities, 
and crime. President Johnson later asked Cunningham 
to Washington to share his expertise in Charlotte’s 
desegregation. Dr. Cunningham attributed its success to 
involvement of local African American ministers. They 
helped keep peace by talking to their congregations and 
communities.
Cunningham’s other accomplishments included serving 
as moderator of the Southern General Assembly.  As an 
alumnus of Westminster College, he gave the invocation 
when Winston Churchill gave his famous “Iron Curtain” 
speech.  Later, he traveled to Merida, Mexico when the 
United States helped establish the first Presbyterian 
seminary in Mexico.  This is the same seminary where 
Juan Carlos Guittierez studied before taking over the 
pastorate in Estelí, Nicaragua. 
We are fortunate that a peacemaker and a gentleman, 
an excellent preacher and administrator, a community 
leader and a renowned Presbyterian served and led our 
church early in his career.

- From the Archives Committee, 2019

Pastors from our Past
John Rood Cunningham (1892-1980)
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2 3 4 5 6 7

9 10 11 12 13 14

16 17 18 19 20 21

23 24 25 26 27 28

30 1 2 3 4 5

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel
9:15 AM Nursery Opens
9:30 AM Children and Youth Sunday School 
{216}
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class {115}
10:00 AM Chancel Choir 
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe {Serving Room} 
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall

CLOSED - Office, 
Preschool, SBAC - LABOR 
DAY
5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline 
5:30 PM St. Francis House 
Serving Dinner
7:30 PM Session Prayer 
Committee Prayer Time 
{Parlor}

9:00 AM Preschool Fitness 
Club
11:00 AM Preschool Dance 
12:00 PM Circle 6 
Presbyterian Women

{Church Parlor}
5:30 PM Local Missions
{Church Parlor}

6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}
7:00 PM Circle 5
Presbyterian Women

10:00 AM Chapel for 
Preschool
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
{Parlor}
1:30 PM Chocolate Lovers 
Presbyterian Women's
Meeting {Parlor}
3:45 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS Family 
Time Dinner
7:30 PM College Trajectory 
8:00 PM Beginners Mind 
{Chapel}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

8--COLLEGE SUNDAY--
College Sunday
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel
9:15 AM Nursery Opens
9:30 AM Christian Education for All Ages
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class {115}
9:45 AM Men and Women in the OT - CE / SS 
Class {Women - CEB 201 / Men - Library-CEB 
213}
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe {Gordon Hall}
12:00 PM Congregational Care Committee 
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall
5:30 PM Youth Connection

10:00 AM Women's Fall
Bible Study - {Parlor}
5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 PM Kappa Phi Epsilon 
Fraternity {Chapel and Choir 
Room}
7:30 PM Session Prayer 
Committee Prayer Time 
{Parlor}

9:00 AM Preschool Fitness 
Club
11:00 AM Preschool Dance 
11:30 AM Preschool 
Committee {Library}
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
4:30 PM Property
Committee {Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
3:45 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS Family
Time Dinner
7:30 PM College Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

11:00 AM Janet Zeigler -
Memorial Service

15
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel
9:15 AM Nursery Opens
9:30 AM Christian Education for All Ages
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class {115}
9:45 AM Men and Women in the OT - CE / SS 
Class {Women - CEB 201 / Men - Library-CEB 
213}
10:00 AM Chancel Choir 
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe {Serving Room}
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall
12:00 PM LOGOS Family Meeting {CEB 201} 
12:00 PM Montreat Committee
12:00 PM Nicaragua-to-Go Lunch to raise 
funds for Nicaragua Mission Efforts
5:00 PM Bugle Deadline
5:30 PM Youth Connection

5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline 
5:30 PM Christian 
Education Committee
{Library - 213}
5:30 PM Serving Dinner at 
St. Francis House
6:00 PM Kappa Phi Epsilon 
Fraternity {Chapel and Choir 
Room}
7:30 PM Session Prayer 
Committee Prayer Time 
{Parlor}

9:00 AM Preschool Fitness 
Club
11:00 AM Preschool Dance 
12:00 PM Executive 
Commission {Parlor}
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
3:45 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS Family
Time Dinner
7:30 PM College Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
7:30 PM Junior Choir Lock-
In
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

22
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel
9:00 AM Senior Choir
9:15 AM Nursery Opens
9:20 AM Junior and Cherub Choirs
9:30 AM Christian Education for All Ages
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class {115}
9:45 AM Men and Women in the OT - CE / SS 
Class {Women - CEB 201 / Men - Library-CEB 
213}
10:00 AM Carol Ringers
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe {Serving Room}
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall
12:00 PM Montreat Luncheon and Report 
5:30 PM Youth Connection

10:00 AM Women's Fall
Bible Study - {Parlor}
5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 PM Kappa Phi Epsilon 
Fraternity {Chapel and Choir 
Room}
7:30 PM Session Prayer 
Committee Prayer Time 
{Parlor}

9:00 AM Preschool Fitness
Club
11:00 AM Preschool Dance
1:30 PM Staff Meeting
{Parlor}
6:00 PM Prayer Group
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for 
Preschool
3:45 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS Family 
Time Dinner
7:15 PM Session {Room 
201}
7:30 PM College Trajectory 
8:00 PM Beginners Mind 
{Chapel}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

29
8:30 AM Worship/Iona Chapel
9:15 AM Nursery Opens
9:30 AM Christian Education for All Ages
9:30 AM Gordon Hoover Class {115}
9:45 AM Men and Women in the OT - CE / SS 
Class {Women - CEB 201 / Men - Library-CEB 
213}
10:00 AM Chancel Choir 
10:55 AM Worship/Sanctuary
11:15 AM Kids-4-God
12:00 PM College Cafe {Serving Room}
12:00 PM Fellowship in Gordon Hall
4:00 PM UF Symphony Orchestra Concert for 
a Cause
5:30 PM Youth Connection

5:00 PM Bulletin Deadline 
6:00 PM Kappa Phi Epsilon 
Fraternity {Chapel and Choir 
Room}
7:30 PM Session Prayer 
Committee Prayer Time 
{Parlor}

10:00 AM Chapel for
Preschool
11:00 AM Koinonia
Presbyterian Women's
Meeting {Oak Hammock}
1:30 PM Chocolate Lovers
Presbyterian Women's
Meeting {Parlor}
3:45 PM LOGOS
6:00 PM LOGOS Family
Time Dinner
7:30 PM College Trajectory
8:00 PM Beginners Mind
{Chapel}

6:00 PM Carol Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

9:00 AM Homecoming
Parade Parking
9:00 AM Sweetie Pie
11:00 AM Preschool Soccer
8:00 PM No Name Group
{Parlor 134}

9:00 AM Sweetie Pie

SEPTEMBER 2019

Member Information
BIRTHS DEATHS

Zelah Greulich, July 1, 2019
Roscoe Greulich, July 1, 2019

Garrett "Rhett" Snipes, July 17, 2019

Keith Malkemes, August 2, 2019
Hal Wallace, August 13, 2019

For our most up to date calendar, please visit: 
http://1stpc.org/ifpc-calendar.html

http://1stpc.org/ifpc-calendar.html
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September Bugle

Concert for a Cause: FIETNIC, Estelí, Nicaragua
Sunday, September 29 at 4 p.m.

The University of Florida Symphony Orchestra
The University of Florida Symphony Orchestra conducted by Raymond Chobaz will present a concert at 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, September 29 at First Presbyterian Church. The program will include Youth Symphony, Sergei Rachmaninoff;  
Piano Concerto No. 1, Sergei Prokofiev; Jasmin Arakawa, pianist; and Symphony No. 1, Dmitri Shostakovitch.
The UF Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Dr. Raymond Chobaz, performs a wide variety of orchestral 
repertoire, including traditional orchestral and choral masterworks, ballets and operas, as well as contemporary 
compositions. It is dedicated to the learning of symphonic music through performance and is equally committed to 
the promotion of new and contemporary works as well as overlooked works from the past.
Raymond Chobaz is Professor of Music and Conductor Laureate of the Gainesville Symphony Orchestra. He has 
been music director and conductor of the University of Florida Symphony Orchestra since 1982, and the Gainesville 
Symphony Orchestra from its inception in 1983 to 2001.
In order for the church to be transformative, it requires well-trained leadership with a clear understanding of God's 
mission for the world. Recognizing this and also observing a great need for a leadership training center in Estelí, 
Nicaragua, First Presbyterian in partnership with Overseas Council and FIET (International School of Theological 
Education) established a leadership training center/ seminary in Estelí. One hundred-forty lay leaders have completed 
the first two years of a three-year course of study. Every student pays a portion of the cost of their education. The funds 
received as an offering at the concert will be used to cover additional costs for materials and transportation. 

Convenient, free parking in the church lot.
A free-will offering will be received. For more information, please call 378-1527.


