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3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00 
a.m. on YouTube and at

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page

"Arise, shine; for your light has come,
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. . . 
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your dawn." 
Isaiah 60:1,3
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The Unknown
from Mark Hults

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
It’s a new year. I pray this finds you safe and hopeful for all that 2021 offers. When I was in seminary, I used 
to stare at the plaque on the baptismal font in one of our chapels. It said something like, “Given as a gift to the 
glory of God by the Class of 1929.” Those young seminary grads, graduating in the Spring of 1929, contributed 
their likely meager means as they headed out to deliver the gospel to the world. It was common in those days 
to have multiple offers from churches. It must have felt like they had control of the world they were heading 
out into. 
That fall the stock market would crash and many of their churches would quit paying them, if they didn’t 
dismiss them outright. Did any of them think of the few dollars they contributed to that font as they stood in 
breadlines or showed up with their families at their parent’s door destitute? We really don’t know what’s out 
there, do we? We don’t know what’s coming next. 
I’m aware of that reality now. As I write, the news is full of stories about the roll-out of the Pfizer vaccine for 
COVID-19. They are interviewing people that have taken the vaccine, all front-line caregivers at this point, 
asking them if they had any side effects from the shot. While we have every expectation that this shot is safe 
and effective, we don’t know what the next challenge will be or when it will come. 
We have just come out of the season of Advent. This is the period on the church calendar that asks us to 
metaphorically look into a manger and put our trust in a seemingly helpless, defenseless baby. A baby who 
lives in a world with a very high infant mortality rate. It doesn’t make a lot of sense, or does it? Our hope was 
never in the physical form of Jesus. Jesus’ body got cuts and scrapes, caught colds, and got sunburns. But His 
body wasn’t the whole story. As Christians, we believe Jesus was fully human and fully God. The hope and 
trust of those early witnesses, and us, was in the immortal side of Jesus, even though they might have not 
understood it. 
There are challenges around the corner for us as individuals and as a church. As we go forward in the 
direction that God wants us to go, to the places He wants to be, we need to continue to look into that 
manger and trust in the invisible part of this child. God has always been here, and because of Jesus, we now 
understand. We will face hardship. We will go through trials. We will bring new life into the world and we 
will grow old and pass away. But we will have these experiences under the watch and control of the God 
that is present in this baby. This baby calls us to go forward with hope into 2021; not because it isn’t 2020, 
not because everything will be positive and easy, but because God goes into it with us. And because of Him, 
nothing else will have the final word over us. I’m excited to enter this next year with our God and with you.  

With Joy, 

Member Information
Church Triumphant
Ilene Tow, October 21, 2020

Fred Bryant, November 3, 2020
Frank Maturo, November 29, 2020

Clara Nelson, December 1, 2020 
Dick Newberg, December 3, 2020

Joe Dunlap, December 8, 2020
Jim Carr, December 10, 2020

Peg Nattress, December 16, 2020
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Adulting . . . by Always Growing       
from Fred Lundy

Happy New Year!
Just in case no one else has, let me congratulate each of you on making it to 2021!
As we move out of Advent and Christmas, may we continue to move forward with the truth of the Christ-child’s 
coming and bringing us hope, peace, joy, and love. And may we do so daily – receiving these from Him so we 
can be those who live them out to others.
From a liturgical calendar standpoint, we find ourselves in a small season of Ordinary Time before we then 
prepare our hearts during Lent for Easter.
Over the years, I have found much to appreciate about the role of the liturgical calendar and how it constantly 
draws us to be very intentional about our faith in large and small ways. By number of days in a calendar year, 
no time period is longer than Ordinary Time. For clarity, the root for this time period comes from “the word 
ordinal, an adjective denoting a numeric position of an object as in first, second, third, etc. It can also be thought 
of as ‘counted time.’" That is why during this time the Scripture passages focus on the day-to-day life of Jesus. 
While we celebrate the birth and death, burial, then resurrection during the high holy times, the majority of the 
year finds us focused on living out how we are personally affected by them. In the abundance of His love for us, 
God allows us to be "new creations in Christ” and as we mature in Christ we realize this means we are both made 
new through salvation and being made new daily as we continue to yield our life to the Holy Spirit. 
So as we have a few weeks at the beginning of this year in Ordinary Time, marked by green paraments indicating 
a season of growth, I am restructuring how I begin the New Year and asking the Lord in what areas of my life 
He wants me to grow this year. 

- What are the ways I can grow in my faith?
- What areas of my life need to be saved, redeemed, and restored?
- What areas are desperately in need of being filled with Him and His character?
- Where is He evident? 
- What do I need to stop trying to hide from Him?

Truly He has blessed me by coming to this earth and coming into my life as the resurrected Christ – the Messiah 
– my Savior – my Brother. 
And as He is, so He does – THE Almighty One, Beginning and End, First and Last, Author and Perfecter of 
our Faith, Good Shepherd, Great High Priest, Servant Leader, Kinsman Redeemer, I Am, Indescribable Gift, 
King of Kings, Lamb of God, Sin-Remover, Light of the World, Lion of Judah, Lord of All, Son of God, Creator, 
Resurrection, Way, Truth, Life, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
May we all grow this year to be more like Christ and may we start by asking Him what that looks like for He is 
Immanuel – God with us.
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.” Romans 12:1-5, NRSV
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It seems like just yesterday I took my college students to Passion 2020. Uniquely enough that was the first time 
this conference had opened on a New Year’s day. As pastor Louie Giglio took the stage, he used a play on words 
referring to the “Roaring 20’s.” As the clock ticked down from 2019 and into 2020, he said something to the 
effect of, “Let us roar into the 20’s together with the light of Christ.”
No doubt about it, I do not think anyone could have pictured 2020 the way it played out. However, as crazy as 
2020 was, the reality is the light of Christ is still there. For we hold true to His promises as He looked at His 
disciples and said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” Even in the midst of chaos like a global pandemic, Jesus 
is still on the throne. 
As I look forward to the year 2021, I cannot help but look back on some of the things I have learned or been 
reminded of. The word that continues to come to my mind in all of this is priorities. I have always talked to my 
students about the concept of what is important in your life. We naturally tend to say things like, God, Family, 
and Friends. While these things hold true on so many different fronts, the reality is, they have been tested this 
past year like never before. More than ever, I have found myself praying for the small things in life on a more 
consistent basis. Interestingly enough, through it all, I find my emotions bounce between a closeness with God, 
family, and friends, as well as a fatigue.
Sitting here and looking at the calendar saying “2021,” I wonder what this year will hold for us as a church, 
nation, and world. My desire in the year before us is that we would not soon forget the things that we learned 
from 2020 and what the real priorities of our lives are. I know many of us are ready to put 2020 in the rearview 
mirror, but let us hold to the old saying as it holds a great amount of truth for our lives, “Don’t throw the baby 
out with the bath water.” There are so many things to learn from this past year that we can take with us into the 
New Year. 
My encouragement to us all is to reflect on 2020 in such a way that we write down our blessings that God has 
given us and keep those tight to our minds, hearts, and souls as we move forward. I believe by doing so we will 
have a greater appreciation for 2021 like never before. In the words of Humphrey Bogart, “Here’s looking at you, 
2020.”
Blessings to you all in this New Year. 

In A Different Light
from Scott Stuart

Application forms for the Kirkpatrick family, J. Wayne Reitz, John R. Greenman,  
William K. “Bill” Robertson, Ruth Maren, Charles and Mary Ross, Howard and Emily 
Patton, and Hank and Margaret Weech 2021-2022 scholarships are available by email 
at business@1stpc.org. The deadline for submission of the application, transcripts, and 
two letters of recommendation is Friday, March 12, 2021. This year we are requesting 
a thirty-second video clip of yourself to be submitted with your application. Details on 
the video will be emailed to you with the application.

College Scholarship Applications

Year-End Contribution Statements will be sent upon request after January 15. Please contact 
Trudy at business@1stpc.org or through the church office and specify if you prefer the statement by email or 
regular mail.

mailto:business@1stpc.org
mailto:business@1stpc.org
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Weekly Dose of Digital Discipleship 
Stay connected to the ministries 
of our church with a weekly 
email. The Weekly Dose of 
Digital Discipleship includes a 
listing of the different ministry 
opportunities during the week, 

a weekly devotional opportunity, links to FPC’s YouTube 
page to participate in worship services, current Bugles, 
and more! The goal of this form of digital discipleship 
is to create space for our church to refuel and keep our 
intergenerational church family connected while we are 
practicing social distance as an act of loving our neighbors.
If you are not receiving the Weekly Dose of Digital 
Discipleship emails, please reach out to Vicki Sumner at 
children@1stpc.org to be added to the contact list.

DIGITAL Children's Worship Guides 
Digital versions of our children’s worship 
guides are sent out each week for you to 
print and use as you participate in worship 
during this time of social distancing. These 
Children’s Worship Guides can be found 
as attachments in the Weekly Invite emails 
from the church office. We encourage your family to 
discuss thoughts on worship together - even if you don't 
use the guide.

Youth Digital Decompress
Our sixth through twelfth grade students are 

invited to attend this in-person ministry 
event on Sunday, January 31 from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. in the church parking lot. We will follow 

strict social distancing protocol which will be 
sent out to all who plan to attend. Join hosts 

from the Youth Connection Committee for fellowship, 
Bible study, and a game as we gather safely and spend time 
together this month. We ask everyone to RSVP for this 
event to Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org by Thursday, 
January 28 at 5 p.m. 

Confirmation Class 
Our Confirmation class of 
2021 will resume their zoom 
gatherings from 4:30-5:15 p.m. 
on Monday, January 11. This 
year as our students go through 

confirmation, they are learning about the essentials of 
our faith and worship as they also work on writing their 
own statements of faith. The class is lead by Rev. Mark 
Hults, Andy Vloedman, and Vicki Sumner. Please pray 
for these students as they learn to put their faith into 
actions and words.

Resuming, Wednesday, January 13, our children 
and youth are invited to engage in a form of Digital 
Discipleship called Connections. We will gather on Zoom 
for a time to see and connect with church friends, hear 
a scripture message, play games, and make a joyful noise 
in many ways with a variety of musical instruments. 
Connections is led by Ms. Vicki, Dr. Coffey, Mr. Mitch, 
Mr. Scott, and Mr. Simon. Join us to see what it’s all 
about! 

Youth Opportunity to Assist in Worship
Our sixth through twelfth grade students are invited to 
participate in serving as lay readers (in-person) during 
our 10:55 a.m. worship services on January 24, January 
31, February 7, and February 14. A Sign-Up Genius 
invite has gone out to all youth families.

Christian Education
 

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

Gordon Hoover Class
Everyone is welcome to join us!

January 3 Luke 1 Perry Foote
January 10 Luke 2 Tim Schubert
January 17 Luke 3 Doug Thompson
January 24 Luke 4 Bob Bailey
January 31 Luke 5 Pam Bailey

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Thank you for your generosity to Local and Global Missions this Christmas 
Season. Three heaping bins of food were donated to Gainesville Community 
Ministry last month. Contributions were made to St. Francis House, which 

provides food and case management to families with children, and to the 
presbytery's Christmas Joy Offering to assist current and retired church workers in 

their time of need and students in their time of promise. On Christmas Eve, you 
gave to support FIETNic, a reformed seminary and leadership training center 

in Estelí, Nicaragua. Your generosity helped make Christmas merrier for 
the children under the care of Family Promise. Everyone who participated  

        in the Sign-Up Genius program was so responsible by bringing the 
Christmas Stockings to the church by the deadline. The many gift cards were divided 
among the parents so that every family had $100. Special thanks to Lindsey Childs-Kean 
and Brenda Pickens and her granddaughter Kate for their special efforts for the drive. The 
Family Promise families, who are in a time of crisis, will remember the love of our church 
families.  
It has been a difficult year for all and your willingness to think of others shows we are still 
shining God’s light to the world. May you and your family be blessed in 2021.

The Season of Giving

St. Francis House


