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3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00  
a.m. on YouTube and at 

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services 

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page

Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God, so 
that he may exalt you at 

the proper time.
1 Peter 5:6
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He's Still Working
from Mark Hults

“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion  
by the day of Jesus Christ.”  Philippians 1:6

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
How are you holding up? It’s a loaded question, isn’t it? For me too! On the one hand, I’m so glad to be your 
pastor; I’m glad that my family and I are in Gainesville. This month marks one year since you brought us here. 
Thank you! We are as excited about being here now as we were when we arrived. 
But on the other hand, what a year, huh? It has been a year of COVID-19 knocking it out of us. Even if we didn’t 
catch the virus, life just seems harder. The skin on our faces has had it from wearing a mask everywhere. (And I 
don’t even have to try to wear makeup!) Parents and children are completely drained at the end of the day after 
multiple events on Zoom. Many grandparents haven’t seen their grandchildren in almost a year. The church is 
supposed to be a place where people gather. Most of our families in the church are staying away until our world 
is in a better place with this pandemic. I don’t blame them. 
At the same time, we have seen the faithfulness of God. He has been incredibly kind to us by preventing us from 
losing several people to this virus. We also haven’t hosted a super-spreader event. Many other churches can’t 
claim even one of these. We don’t believe that God likes us better than those that have suffered more, but we 
are grateful for every good gift. God has been gracious. 
As God is in the process of redeeming our souls, God is going to redeem our experiences as well. God is going 
to use the tragedy of this virus in how He shapes and molds us. If you are a young person, realize that you 
will occasionally be asked about what it was like to live in this time for the rest of your life. As the verse from 
Philippians above says, God will bring the work that He is doing in us to completion. This virus is under His 
sovereignty and our experiences with it will continue to shape the narrative of our lives. Look for how God is 
using this situation to continue to redeem and mold you. 
Hold on. Be safe. Don’t give up now. We can see the finish line, but it’s still a long way off. Be expectant for how 
God will bring meaning and value out of tough times like this pandemic. Trust that He is going to use this!
   Thankfully,

To contact Reverend Mark Hults, email pastor@1stpc.org.

Holy Week
Palm Sunday 

March 28 
11 a.m. Worship
Passion Sunday

Maundy Thursday 
April 1

7 p.m. Worship
Holy Communion

Good Friday 
April 2 

7 p.m. Worship 
The Seven Last Words  

of Jesus 

Easter Sunday 
April 4

11 a.m. Worship
He Is Risen!

 Holy Communion

**Daylight Saving Time: Don't forget to spring forward on the Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14.

mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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Happy March!
from Fred Lundy
I hope this Lenten season is continuing to promote a time of new and fresh understanding, realization, and 
conviction of what Holy Week brings in our own lives and personal Christian faith. Each year, my hope is that 
Ash Wednesday, the Sundays of Lent, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday will 
continue to help us focus on our own faith. May we put emphasis this time of year on when we became aware 
of our own spiritual death, Jesus’ triumphant entry into our life, how He continually cleanses our heart, how He 
paid the ultimate price for sin, and how His resurrection from death gives us the ability to experience the same! 
May this season continue to encourage and drive us to spend time frequently realizing what it truly means to 
have forgiveness of sin, freedom in Christ, and fulfillment in living for Him throughout each and every day.
As we continue to move forward in the year, I will continue to pass along information and celebration as it 
relates to the areas of the church I am fortunate enough to serve with including:

Local Mission and Service:
This group continues to stay busy by providing ways 
in which we can give to those less fortunate right here 
in the 3-5-2. This year’s Lent focus is on collecting 
food for Gainesville Community Ministries that can 
be dropped off on Palm Sunday from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
in our parking lot. Please see more information in the 
Bugle on the back cover.

Property, Grounds, and Facilities and 
Trustees:
Last month’s Bugle featured on its 
cover the additional paved parking 
lot spaces in the lot across the street 
from the church. If you are out and 
about, do a drive through and check it 
out. We are looking forward to how the Lord will use 
this area to continue to impact downtown Gainesville!

Deacons:
The deacons continue to carry on their call to be the 
hands and feet of Christ to our church family. Even 
during this time of COVID-19 they make phone 
calls, send cards, and if possible, pay visits to our 
congregation. If you know of anyone who might 
benefit from this ministry, please let me know.

Hults’ one-year anniversary:
One of this year's blessings is the one-year anniversary 
of our Senior Pastor, Reverend Mark Hults and his 
family (the anniversary of his first Sunday was actually 
February 23). Though the past twelve months have 
prevented our ability to be together for the big events 
of life – both those that were blessings and those that 
were harder to handle – the ability to pray for each 
other cannot be taken from us. So I invite you to join 
me in continuing to pray for the Hults family as they  

live with us and enter into their second year in our 
community during a very unique time in history.

Sextons:
This month’s public school Spring Break allows our 
team of dedicated facility personnel some extra time to 
clean the Preschool and the rest of campus. As always, 
please remember to pray for this team regularly as 
they are part of our church’s essential team of workers: 
Dawn, Mrs. Margaret, Sam, and Tony. 

COVID-19 One-Year Anniversary:
As mentioned above, this month holds the one-
year mark for when COVID-19 started impacting 
our church and broader community. Over this past 
year we have individually and collectively changed, 
adapted, and seen the impacts of technology and 
isolation; and Lord willing, each of us has experienced 
our own faith in the Lord grow. Our staff and church 
continues to be here for you. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to us as our desire, even during this time, is 
to walk alongside each other.

Young Adult Ministry:
This group meets almost every week 
on Tuesday nights via Zoom starting 

at 8:30 p.m. for a time of prayer, community fellowship, 
and God’s Word. We are starting this year by looking 
at areas in our life where the Lord is challenging us to 
grow to be more like Him and live that likeness out in 
the world around us. 

To know more about any of these 
areas of service, please let me know 
- youngadult@1stpc.org

mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
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College Scholarship Applications

Calling All  
Graduating Seniors 
If you are graduating from high school, 
please let us know your plans for after 
graduation. Graduating from college? 
Please let us know your degree and your 
after graduation plans. Please e-mail 
children@1stpc.org or call the church office 
at (352) 378-1527. 

Application forms for the Kirkpatrick 
family, J. Wayne Reitz, John R. Greenman,  
William K. “Bill” Robertson, Ruth Maren, 
Charles and Mary Ross, Howard and Emily 
Patton, and Hank and Margaret Weech 2021-
2022 scholarships are available by email 
at business@1stpc.org. The deadline for 
submission of the application, transcripts, 
and two letters of recommendation is Friday, 
March 12, 2021. This year we request a thirty 
second video clip of yourself to be submitted 
with your application. Details on the video 
will be emailed to you with the application.

More to Life
from Scott Stuart

Last month I mentioned that we are going 
through a series in our college Bible 
study centered around “Purpose.” So 
far, we have been off to a great start 
as we have explored what it means to 

have direction in the Lord. One of my 
favorite moments came off the heels of Tom Brady 
winning another Super Bowl. In an interview he did 
with 60 Minutes a few years ago, Brady more or less 
said, “I hope there is more to life than just this.” It is 
funny to think that even someone as accomplished as 
Tom Brady asks, like my students and so many others 
in the world, the same question, “What is my purpose 
in life?” Please join me in prayer as our students 
continue to ask and wrestle with the tough questions 
of life. Trajectory meets over zoom Wednesday nights 
at 7:30 p.m.   

Speaking of the Super Bowl, 
I just want to say thank you 
to all those who participated 
in this year’s “Souper Bowl!” 
Like me I know many of you 
all missed our traditional 
gathering in Gordon Hall as 
we get to gather together and taste so many amazing 
soups. I keep telling myself that it will taste that much 
sweeter next year. However, there is still so much to 
celebrate. While I do not know if we set a new record 
in collecting canned goods and a variety of soups, I can 
say it looked as though we were close in tipping the 
scales. The van was filled full of food as I dropped it off 
Monday morning at Gainesville Community Ministry. 
Again, thank you all for being apart of something so 
special.

Just to keep everyone up to date on my ordination - I welcome and covet your prayers as I take the next steps in 
my ordination process. Lording willing, I go before the Called Commission on March 16 for my final assessment.  
My final assessment is a time where the Called Commission can ask me any question they desire. As I prepare 
for this time may my heart, mind, and soul be fixed on the author and perfecter of our faith, Jesus Christ, and 
may the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in His sight.  
Blessings to you all in the days that are before you!    

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:business@1stpc.org
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Weekly Dose of Digital Discipleship 
Stay connected to the ministries 
of our church with a weekly 
email. The Weekly Dose of 
Digital Discipleship includes a 
listing of the different ministry 
opportunities during the week, 

a weekly devotional opportunity, links to FPC’s YouTube 
page to participate in worship services and current Bugles, 
and more! The goal of this form of digital discipleship 
is to create space for our church to refuel and keep our 
intergenerational church family connected while we are 
practicing social distance as an act of loving our neighbors.
If you are not receiving the Weekly Dose of Digital 
Discipleship emails, please reach out to Vicki Sumner to 
be added to the contact list.

Digital Children's Worship Guides 
Digital versions of our children’s worship 
guides are sent out each week for you to 
print and use as you participate in worship 
during this time of social distancing. These 
Children’s Worship Guides can be found 
as attachments in the Weekly Invite emails 
from the church office. We encourage your family to 
discuss thoughts on worship together - even if you don't 
use the guide.

Youth Digital Decompress
Our sixth through twelfth grade students are 

invited to attend this in-person ministry 
event on Sunday, March 28 from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. in the church parking lot. We will follow 

strict social distancing protocol which will 
be sent out to all who plan to attend. Join hosts from the 
Youth Connection Committee for fellowship, Bible study, 
and a game as we gather safely and spend time together 
this month. We ask everyone to RSVP for this event by 
Thursday, March 25 at 5 p.m. to Vicki Sumner. 

During this Lenten season we invite our children and 
youth to walk through Holy Week with us on our journey 
to Easter. Connections will be led by Ms. Vicki, Mr. 
Scott, Dr. Coffey, and Mr. Mitch. Join us to see what it’s 
all about! Contact Vicki Sumner for more information.

 
We will take a two-week break from Connections on 
March 24 and March 31 for Alachua County’s Spring 
Break and Holy Week. Reminder information will go out 
to families as the dates approach.

 

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

Everyone is welcome!
March 7 Luke 10 Tim Schubert
March 14 Luke 11 Perry Foote
March 21 Luke 12 Scott Stuart
March 28 Luke 13 Bob Bailey

The Gordon Hoover Class is Zooming
They meet on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Please contact Perry 
Foote at palbertfoote@gmail.com to join the class.

Our Confirmation class of 2021 is gathering weekly from 
4:30-5:15 p.m. on Mondays. The class is led by Rev. Mark 
Hults, Mr. Andy Vloedman, and Ms. Vicki Sumner. We 
will take a two-week break on March 22 and March 
29 for Alachua County’s Spring Break and Holy Week. 
Reminder information will go out to students as the 
dates approach.

3:15-3:45 p.m. Kindergarten through Second Grade
3:30-4:15 p.m. Third through Fifth Grade
4:30-5:15 p.m. Sixth through Twelfth
5:45-6:15 p.m. Three-year-old through VPK

Confirmation Class

Youth Opportunity to Assist in Worship
Our sixth through twelfth grade students are 
invited to participate in serving as (in-person) 
lay readers during our 11 a.m. worship services. 
If this is something your youth is interested in 

doing, please contact Vicki Sumner.  

Christian Education

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:palbertfoote@gmail.com
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Human Resources Annual Report

Member Information
Church Triumphant

Rosa Lee Genovar, January 15, 2021
Henry "Hank" Weech, Jr., February 7, 2021

Mary L. Netardus, February 14, 2021 

As we have learned in the year 2020 and into 2021, maybe more than ever, the Church is not a location or a 
building but wherever brothers and sisters in Christ meet to worship our Lord and Savior. When God sees fit to 
bless a group of people with a space, either physical or virtual, to gather and worship it is an act of worship for 
those people to be good stewards over the gifts given. The FPC Property Committee takes on this stewardship 
role and is responsible for the maintenance, repair, and renovation of the Church’s property, which includes 
the buildings and their contents, the equipment needed for their functioning, and their exterior grounds.
The Property Committee meets monthly, currently via Zoom, to discuss and plan maintenance and 
improvements of FPC’s property. Recent projects you may have noticed would be the Gordon Hall remodel, 
purchase of the Beard house, parking lot renovation, and the expansion of our virtual church.
The committee covets your prayers and participation. If you would like more information on how you can get 
involved in the stewardship of the First Presbyterian’s physical plant either as a committee member or worker 
bee, please contact Troy Bleeker at tableeker@gmail.com. You can even join us for a virtual meeting to see if 
this is a way the Lord is leading you to use your gifts and resources in service to His church.

Committee spotlight:
                  Property

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.  
1 Peter 4:10 

mailto:tableeker@gmail.com
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Hello, my name is Mrs. Allison. I have been employed with FPP 
since June of 2017 as the Lead VPK Teacher and have been teaching 
preschool for over thirty-five years. I LOVE working with children 
and making a difference with the children in my class. I am married 
to my husband Malcolm of thirty-four years. I have two children and 
six grandchildren and enjoy spending time with my family. 
Hello, my name is Ms. Karion. I have worked in the Hoppers class 
as the Assistant Teacher for several years and love teaching and 

Thank you to those who served with 
Family Promise in February: Fred 
and Lisa Lundy, Tom and Jenny 
Chamberlain, Claudia Bates, Beth 
Wood, Karen Coffey, Martha Payne, 
Betsy and Jim Berry, Mark and Lynn 
Hults, David FitzGerald and Coleen 
O'Brien, Troy and Tammy Bleeker, 

Mark and Holly Bender, Fred and Evelyn Lewis, Jim 
and Nancy Carswell, Dean and Orene Schoenfeld, and 
Valerie Malkemes! Thank you for being the family of 
God to these families in need and for your support 
through prayers, gift card donations, and meals. Over 
the two weeks, we supported four families, consisting 
of ten children and four moms. These families are two 
weeks closer to being in their own home because of 
the sum total of your support. 
- Andreas and Allison VanDenend

Family Promise

Mrs. Allison

Meet the Teachers of the Hoppers Class

working with children. I am a cowgirl at heart, a singer, and a twin and fondly known as Ms. K to the 
children and families. My hobbies include running my family farm filled with all types of animals such 
as pigs, goats, bunnies, and a horse. I am very active in the church and around the community. I love 
exploring teaching with different methods such as storytelling, Bible adventures, and folk songs.

February was a busy month in all the preschool classes. They learned about Black 
History month and the  contributions that African Americans made in the past and 
continue to make in our country and local communities. The children also celebrated 
Valentine's Day with classroom parties, fun crafts, and a valentine's card exchange. 
Finally, February was also children's dental health month. Classes talked about going 
to the dentist, brushing our teeth, and a healthy diet.
For more information on any of our classes, please email the preschool.

Sincerely, Lisa Hershkowitz
Preschool Director, preschool@1stpc.org

Sanctuary Flowers
Every Sunday, there are bouquets of flowers that decorate 
the chancel for the Worship services. These flowers are 
available for members of the congregation to purchase in 

honor of or in memory of a loved one. 
Dates are on a first come, first served 

basis and the cost is $30. Contact Jenny 
Chamberlain through the church office 
or at communications@1stpc.org to 
sign-up. 

Available Sundays
March 21
March 28
April 18
April 25

mailto:preschool@1stpc.org
mailto:communications@1stpc.org
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I am sure that you have all heard of the book The Giving Tree. 
The Local Missions Committee would like First Presbyterian 
to be known as "The Giving Church." As you read the words, 
you may be thinking, "Enough, enough. I gave cans to Souper 
Bowl Sunday and food and gift cards to the Family Promise 
stay. What do you want from me now?"
Local Missions is having a food drive for Lent that, through 
your generosity, will help hungry people who depend on 
Gainesville Community Ministry. If you are tired of giving 
food, then flip your thoughts to remember those around us 
who are tired of being hungry.
One way to organize your giving is to get nonperishable food 
item(s) every time you go to the store. Store the items in your 
car trunk and then you will be all set to turn them in on Palm 
Sunday, March 28, between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. in the church 
parking lot (or any Sunday in the church foyer if attending 
church). Another option is to give online to the Virtual Food 
Drive and the food will go directly to GCM. Donate here: 
yougivegoods.com/40daysoffood2021.
To help you remember, there will be a slogan every week in 
the Worship Guide. If you have an idea for a slogan contact 
Vi at bobviasm@aol.com. 
Let First Presbyterian be known as THE GIVING CHURCH.

40 Days of Food

https://yougivegoods.com/fpcgsboc2021
https://yougivegoods.com/fpcgsboc2021
https://yougivegoods.com/40daysoffood2021
mailto:bobviasm@aol.com

