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 "Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God."

Hebrews 13:16

First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

Digital Ways to Join Us for Worship!

1 Worship Videos on 
YouTube the day of 
the service

2         Audio Livestream  
Sundays at 10:55 a.m. 
on 1stpc.org

3 Sunday services on 
Cox Channel 11 at 
9:00 a.m.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_mwrdrnSOrbc_mzc5uO7w/videos
http://1stpc.org
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Member Information
Births

Eliana Adongo, July 21, 2020
New Members

Kaylee Bleeker
Buzz and Ann Boyd
Honest Chiputula

Jim Conner
Breezy Dowling

Josephine Henderson
Lynn Hults

Susan Kluge
Lacy Pirkle

Church Triumphant
Jacob Binner, May 30, 2020

Archie McCormick, June 20, 2020

Holding Up
from Mark Hults

Hello First Presbyterian Church,
In the Book of Romans, the Apostle Paul begins by reminding the Roman Church that they are loved by God and 
called to be His holy people. My guess is, all of us need that reminder a lot more these days. As I write, COVID 
cases are growing rapidly, there is significant economic impact, our universities and schools are struggling to 
develop reopening plans that are stable yet able to adjust, and our entire culture is trying to figure out life in this 
stage of the pandemic. If that weren’t enough, societal friction over politics and ethnic tensions are extremely 
high. It isn’t an easy time. 
The Book of Romans, and maybe much of the New Testament after the gospels, is written to a church that 
is struggling. Jews and Gentiles didn’t do much together and they didn’t like each other. At the time Romans 
was written, some in both groups find themselves responding to the call of Jesus. The new churches that 
are sprouting up are a mix of both. How do you think they are getting along? You’re right, not well. Jews are 
struggling with thinking Gentiles are unclean and Gentiles think the Jews are this weird little nothing group 
that thinks too highly of themselves. 
Paul reminds this diverse church that they are loved by God and that God offers them His grace (meaning 
something good, instead of what they earned) and His peace. If they seriously considered these promises, it 
must have felt so foreign from what they were experiencing, maybe even impossible. As we struggle with what 
the right courses of action are right now, personally and as a church, we need this reminder and hope. We will 
often feel differently about what is the right course of action, but God loves us and is calling us together to work 
out our stuff as the community of believers, the church. It’s hard, and it’s always been hard. 
As you struggle with your next steps, hear God remind you that you are loved by Him and called by Him. 
Because of God, you are one of His holy people and are offered a future that is better than you deserve. A future 
without chaos and calamity. Let’s find this future together, extending grace and peace to each other and our 
world. 

Joyfully, 

 
Contact Pastor Mark at pastor@1stpc.org.

mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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Adulting . . . When you continue to wonder 
“What’s next?” . . .         from Fred Lundy

Outside it feels like Summer – hot, muggy, heavy.
My longer than normal COVID hair has quickly developed quite an ability to soak up whatever moisture it finds 
– from me, the air, or any noticeable body of water I might find relief in.
Yet, to be honest, weather aside it does not FEEL like the end of summer or the beginning of the school year. 
I know it is. The calendar says it is. The beginning of the academic year indicates it is. But without those hard 
facts, if left to my own devices, I do not FEEL like we are turning the corner from a time of rest to a time of 
starting, a time of something new.
Nick Vellis, one of our deacons, and I were talking earlier this year and he told me how a boating buddy of his 
reminded him of the importance of looking at the wake. For those of you who have not spent much time on the 
water, the wake is the water that gets turned up behind a boat as the hull pushes water aside thereby forming 
a continual wave known as the wake. A lot of water sports folks love it because it provides them something 
to jump from in the middle of an otherwise placid lake. The person behind the wheel of the boat appreciates 
it because it indicates his track – is the boat moving in a straight line or does it look like he spent the last few 
minutes just turning the steering wheel between 9 and 3 o’clock?
The interesting thing about the wake of a boat is that it can help guide a captain as to how they are to move 
forward. Looking backward helps guide us forward, because just as the wake shows us how true we have been 
over that course, so it also gives us bearing to how we are doing in reaching our desired destination.
As we continue now into our fifth month of COVID-19, for some reason, I have thought a lot about Moses and 
his leadership of the nation of Israel as they transitioned from slavery in Egypt, to the Exodus, to reaching the 
Promised Land. Specifically, I have thought a lot about the end of Moses’ life as found in Deuteronomy 31-34 – 
specifically what it must have been like for him to climb Mount Nebo to the peak of Pisgah and gaze outward, 
seeing the future home of the people he had led so diligently for decades. The land promised to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. And as I contemplate what all must have gone through his mind, I am struck by the words that end 
Deuteronomy and begin Joshua, “Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD 
knew face to face. After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 
assistant, saying . . . 'As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and 
courageous . . .' ” A promise that actually began four books back in Exodus 17 when we first read of Joshua and 
his military exploits as the Israelites crossed over the Jordan.
As I read this, I feel like I can almost see this elderly, wise, sinful leader – who is enjoying the grace of God on 
Earth before he will enjoy it completely forever – resting high on the mountain basking in the joy of the Lord 
who is true to Himself and everything He creates.
And, likewise, in the valley, is Joshua – the young, up-and-coming main of faith, like all the other leaders of the 
nation before him, chosen by the Lord to help those chosen by God acquire that which God had set aside for 
them.
In Hebrews 11, these two men are recorded as being those who lived “by faith” as they followed the “I AM.”
May we find comfort, during these uncertain times, and may we not be remiss in living “by faith” following the “I 
AM” – He Who was, Who is and Who will always be – whether we are on the mountain or in the valley – may 
we not miss the blessing. For we too are lifted up, rejoicing in His goodness and benevolence to us, whether 
we can see what’s next for us or whether we have to step out in faith and figure out what’s next for us and those 
around us.
So while it is fun to look back at the wake and see the waves expand out, may we also look upon the horizon and 
remember the promises of God are always greater than the giants in the land.
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I remember the joy of being a kid and 
having my mom or dad pull up to a 
McDonald's drive-thru window and 
my hopes of receiving the coveted 
prize of a Happy Meal! There are a 
lot of things that made this occasion 
exciting. One, it didn’t happen often, 
so on the rare moments that it did, 
it was one worth getting excited for. 
Two, back then the fries were deep-
fried in animal fat, which made them 
taste extra good. Three, lets just be 
honest, as kid you knew what was at 
the bottom of that cardboard box… 
the Toy of the Month. You put all this 
together and it is no wonder you have 
a “Happy” meal. 
Since those days when the first Happy 
Meal was born back in 1979, the menu 

and presentation has evolved over the years. Fries are no longer fried in animal fat, they now use vegetable oil; 
and instead of fries, one can now substitute sliced apples. As for the ice cream sundae, that’s now extra. And 
instead of a cardboard box with the arches as a handle, chances are you’re just going to get a paper bag. While 
it’s clear the Happy Meal has changed over the years, a couple of things remain the same. You still get a burger 
and you still get a toy which, at the end of the day, still makes children like my daughter happy.
Much like the evolution of the Happy Meal, my heart has changed as to what makes me happy. As a kid, I found 
so much joy in receiving a meal from a window and now what brings me joy is what I like to call the “Reverse 
Drive-Thru.” If you are asking, “What’s a reverse drive-thru?”, allow me to tell you that it is exactly what it sounds 
like. This summer we had the opportunity to create a drive-thru where we as a church did not receive anything 
in our car or window, but rather we passed food out of our windows and into a large bin. We then were able to 
distribute the goods that we collected to some of our local food pantries, thus creating the “Reverse Drive-Thru.” 
In the end we collected roughly 4 bins of food and supplies.
Since COVID we as a church body have had to come up with some creative ways to be the Lord’s hands and feet. 
I see things like this as merely the beginning of what we can do when we unite. As we plan for the fall, no one is 
certain as to what ministry is going to look like with COVID being a constant presence. However, this does not 
mean that we are going to stop doing ministry or wait for the perfect time. It just means the Lord is going to use 
us in new and creative ways. I for one look forward to what more of these moments will look like. 
It is strange, the older I become the more I find myself saying, “Jesus is right.” While this should not be a 
breakthrough of any kind, it is however the truth and proof that my heart is still being molded by Him. What 
Jesus is right about, Paul says in these words from Acts 20:35: 

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

Long gone are the days when receiving a toy from a box makes me happy. Now it is the reverse. I find the joy in 
giving and that just makes me “Happy.”
Let us not use our current circumstances to keep us from doing the Lord’s work. Join me as we put our heads 
together and think of new and fun ways as to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

What Makes you Happy?
from Scott Stuart
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This year’s Montreat Worship and Music Conference 
theme was “A Great Cloud of Witnesses.” 15 members 
of First Presbyterian Church attended the conference 
virtually. Ask anyone who has attended Montreat and they 
will tell you that bones of Montreat is worship; the flesh of 
Montreat are the workshops, and the heart of Montreat 
is the fellowship. Our Montreators missed the heart of 
Montreat the most this year. Several of our Montreators 
share their highlights of the Montreat Conference:

--I sat down to my computer, opened the Zoom app, typed 
in the meeting numbers and password. I waited a few 
moments, then the photo of Lake Swan appeared on the 
screen, and, like that, Montreat 2020, A Great Cloud of 
Witnesses, had begun.  
The week was educational, entertaining, and so spiritually 
enriching. The word “spiritually” reminds me of one 
of my favorite sessions of the week which were Dr. Mel 
Bringle’s presentations on the evolution of hymnody. Her 
first lecture dealt with how our forefathers wrote hymns to 
cope with ever present death. Sounds sort of dreary? Not at 
all. It was fascinating. She made me notice the words that 
are repeated in those early hymns, (some which are still 
sung today), words like peace and rest. The word “rest,” she 
explained, was seen often in the songs of enslaved black 
people in the United States, songs that are called spirituals 
and are also part of the Presbyterian hymnal. Rest was 
something yearned for by people who had to work so hard 
for no pay and were regarded as property. Death would 
let you lay down your heavy burden and Rest. All of her 
lectures were beautifully illustrated by hymn singing and 
music. Perhaps some of you got to attend Dr. Bringle’s 
lecture at First Presbyterian some time ago. I’m sure you 
will agree that she is a masterful teacher.  
It’s Montreat, so the music was out of this world. I am 
so thankful I lifted myself out of my sheltering in place 
lassitude and went virtually to North Carolina. It was all 
good for my soul.     Mimi Carr

-- I have been to Montreat PAM Worship and Music 
Conference once and I was looking forward to being back 
this summer to enjoy the fellowship with God’s people and 
the beauty of the mountains. However, I am happy to have 
participated in the online worship and music conference. 
I enjoyed seeing again the beauty of Montreat’s campus 
through Montreat Moments. The Adult Bible study 
sessions, Bearing Witness in the 21st Century, and Routley 
Lectures were my most favorite sessions in this year’s 
online conference. It was wonderful to hear the Word of 
God and participate in worship. One thing I liked about 
the online conference is that I could watch the recorded 
versions of the sessions I could not watch live which made 
it possible for me to watch as many sessions as I wanted. 
Thanks to the organizers and session leaders for the 
wonderful job.   Jonathan Chiputula
--I have been to Montreat twice and have enjoyed every 
moment. I was looking forward to going back this summer 
to appreciate amazing God creation. I am glad I was able to 
participate this year through virtual conferencing. Thanks 
to modern technology the Word of God was preached and 
heard regardless of the situation. Otherwise I would have 
been left out and missed the whole uplifting event. This 
year, I enjoyed the Bible Study Sessions, Routley Lectures, 
morning prayers, and singing. Jesus Christ is the light of 
the world indeed. The beauty of the Montreat campus, the 
decorations inside the Auditorium, and the whole ideas 
behind the decorations were amazing. The organizers did 
a great job and God bless them with wisdom and more 
creative ideas for next year’s conference. May I take this 
opportunity too to thank our sponsors and coordinators 
and all who made this possible.  Chichi Chiputula

--This year Montreat 
was a little different but 
still fun. My favorite 
class was photography. 
The teachers were 
funny and had humor. 
In photography I 
learned different types 

of cameras. They explained how each camera works and 
how it has evolved. Next, I learned how to take pictures. 
We talked about the elements in photography which are 
balance, contrast, symmetry, unity, pattern, movement, 
and emphasis. Another point we touched on was how I 
would take a picture of Jesus and his disciples while he 
was doing his ministry using the different techniques of 
taking pictures. Overall, my experience was amazing and 
different. Thank you to all the people who made Montreat 
online worship and music conference possible during this 
time of social distancing.   Honest Chiputula

ReflectionsReflections
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-- This year my favorite class on virtual Montreat worship 
and Music conference was art. The projects were fun. 
Also, they were colorful and decorative. I got to learn 
how to make a rain stick. The sidewalk chalk art had a 
variety of colors to use. I’m happy to have participated 
in the online worship, although I still missed the fun of 
being with my church friends at Montreat.
            Watipatsa Chiputula

-- I attended the "Montreat Worship and Music 
Conference" in June 2019 for the first time. It is a 
rejuvenating and inspiring week that every person 
should get the opportunity to experience. I was very 
much looking forward to returning this summer. But by 
early spring, with the spread of the novel coronavirus and 
the "stay at home" order, I realized that even if things got 
better, I would not be comfortable attending. Then virtual 
Montreat became an option. I decided to participate, and 
I am thankful that I did.
On Father's Day, Sunday evening, I clicked on the link 
provided, and opening worship was the kick-off for the 
week - set in the familiar stone and wood construction of 
the majestic Anderson Auditorium. It was the next best 
thing to being there. 
Weekday mornings started off bright and early at 8:30am 
with Yoga. Krista Wright chose a different scenic spot for 
each day's class, one of which was the very top of Lookout 
Mountain. Beautiful.  
Each day’s offerings were a little different, with musical 
and spiritual contributions from the Planning Team, 
Artists-In-Residence and Co-Directors; worship 
reflections and Bible study; and handbells, masterclasses, 
concerts, and more through zoom or on-site with masks 
and social distancing.
The daily sessions helped us to think about

• how to have a safe choral experience during a 
respiratory pandemic 

• how to start up a handbell choir, handbell techniques, 
and socially distant ensemble performances ideas 

• liturgical art and ways we can be creative even when 
our worship services are online

• what has been happening in worship the last few 
months and what may happen in the future 

• and how leaders can infuse creativity, faithfulness, 
and responsiveness into the worship experience 

The evening sessions were a diverse offering that included 
Worship on three evenings, an Organ Recital, and a 
Hymn Festival - each followed by a close of day hymn 
and prayer.
Needless to say, nothing compares to being physically 
present in Montreat, N.C. and enjoying the firsthand 
experience of the conference, so that's what I'm hoping 
for in 2021 and beyond. But the virtual conference was 
a very impressive accomplishment. Maybe it will be 
possible to provide both options in the years ahead. 
     Mimi Gray
-- The Routley lectures this year were given by Dr. Mel 
Bringle, whom many in our congregation will know from 
her Keeter lecture on the Glory to God hymnal. The 
theme was Singing Here and Hereafter, and Dr. Bringle 
focused on the approach of hymnody to the Four Last 
Things: Death, Judgment, Hell, and Heaven. 
The first day outlined the modern approach of hymns 
to Death, beginning with grief and moving toward the 
triumphant power of God. Particularly poignant was We 
Grieve the Senseless Death, which ends with “And yet, we 
hope, we trust, we live, we love.” 
The second day covered both Judgment and Hell. 20th 
century hymnals, Dr. Bringle pointed out, might be 
better said to focus on “Hell, the Conquest of”, as in “That 
soul, though all Hell shall endeavor to shake / I’ll never, no 
never, no never forsake.” 
The third day, Heaven, gave one of Dr. Bringle’s trademark 
"Gee Whiz" facts: Jerusalem, My Happy Home, written 
about Heaven as a Holy City, gives us the tune for 
America, the Beautiful and the final stanza of Amazing 
Grace (“When we’ve been there ten thousand years…”). 
The lecture series wrapped up with a discussion of 
modern hymns that give us a picture of the New Heaven 
and New Earth: “The grace of the Lord / comes to life in 
the Word / and all flesh shall see it together."
      Ben Williams

 
Contact Dr. Mark Coffey by email at music@1stpc.org.

mailto:music%401stpc.org?subject=
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Sunday Morning Worship
Worshiping together in the sanctuary has been postponed 
until further notice. Please join us Sunday mornings with 
full-service audio found on the webpage or videos on 
YouTube. Search "1stpc" on YouTube or links are sent 
in the Weekly Invite email late in the week. **For closed 
captioning on YouTube, hover over the bottom of the 
video and click on the       sign for auto-generated subtitles.

GALMI GLOBAL 
MISSION PROJECT Update
In 2016-2017 First Presbyterian Church sponsored the 
purchase of 14 goats to support the ministry to mothers 
and children at Galmi Hopsital's CREN (Center for 
Nutritional Rehabilitation and Education). 
 

Your compassion and 
generosity in giving to the 

CREN mission in Galmi, 
Niger continues to 
produce results. Susan 
Falzone Kraus shared 
this recent photo from a 
friend she worked with 

in Galmi. One of our goat 
milk formula orphans is in 

school now. 

Mission Background
One of First Presbyterian Church’s global mission 
projects is in Galmi, Niger, where two medical 
doctors, James and Susan Falzone Kraus and their 
four children, Anna, Samuel, Sara and Jonathan, have 
devoted a significant amount of their lives. Niger is a 
landlocked and food-deficit country, dominated by the 
Sahara Desert. More than 2 million people in Niger are 
chronically food insecure, 4.5 million are at risk of food 
insecurity, and millions more are affected by transitory 
food insecurity during the lean season. 42.2% of children 
under five are chronically malnourished. 
Young children are particularly vulnerable to hunger 
and malnutrition, especially during the lean season and 
during years of poor rainfall. Malaria and other acute 
illnesses cause many to suffer severe acute malnutrition.  
SIM, an interdenominational mission, has set a goal 
of “changing the future for hungry children and 
families in Africa.”  At SIM Galmi Hospital’s CREN 
malnourished children and their caregivers are treated 
for acute malnutrition and illness, while learning to 
make nutritious foods from locally available resources.  
The cost to feed a malnourished child along with his 
or her caregiver at the Galmi CREN is about $30 per 
month.  When children reach their goal weight and are 
no longer severely malnourished, they are discharged 
but return to CREN for check-ups and outpatient care.

Gordon Hoover Class
Everyone is welcome to join us!

August 2 Introduction 
and 1 Peter 1

Perry Foote

August 9 1 Peter 2 Scott Stuart
August 16 1 Peter 3 Pam Bailey
August 23 1 Peter 4 Bob Bailey
August 30 1 Peter 5 Matthew Morse

Church Notes
The Church Office is closed to visitors until further 
notice. Our church staff is still available at (352) 378-1527 
during regular office hours, Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or via email. Calls are forwarded on the 
weekends. Please wait through the entire recording to be 
connected or to leave a message.

College Trajectory Bible Study is meeting 
through Zoom. For more information, please email Scott 
Stuart at college@1stpc.org. 

Young Adult Ministry 
We are meeting regularly via Zoom. For more information 
on Young Adult Ministry or specifically on these meetings, 
please email Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org.

The Gordon Hoover Class is Zooming! 
They meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome! If 
you’re interested in joining the class, please contact Perry 
Foote at palbertfoote@gmail.com.

mailto:college@1stpc.org
mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
mailto:palbertfoote@gmail.com


8

Summer Highlights 

CAMP IN A BOX - Christmas 
at The Great Escape was postponed 
to the summer of 2021. So this July, 
we spent four days with fourteen of 
our youth on Zoom as we offered a 
“Camp in a Box" experience from the 
comfort of our homes. We enjoyed 
two sessions a day which included 
devotions, quiet time, recreation, 

worship, a running skit and four guest speakers, group 
discussion time, candy, and fun memories made. Each 
session began with an introduction video with guests 
from our church family, too. We are thankful to Youth 
Conference Ministries for providing the content for our 
experience and to our church family for supporting and 
encouraging us as we embarked on this experience. 
Want to know more about this experience? Contact Vicki 
Sumner, children@1stpc.org. 

Virtual VBS - We know this summer was challenging 
not being together physically and missing some of the 
camp experiences we cherish. Even though we are on an 
off year from Vacation Bible School, we wanted to help 
our children experience some form of a VBS experience 
from the comfort of their homes, too. This summer, we 
were invited to join First Presbyterian Church of Bristol, 
Tennessee's Virtual Vacation Bible School - on Facebook 
and YouTube.
One of the best things about this 
Virtual VBS Experience is that is 
was recorded and anyone can still 
join in the fun! Our church family 
is invited to watch their recorded 
VBS whenever the timing works 
best for your household.
Click here for the Facebook link 
and click here for the YouTube link 
to check it out. Contact Vicki Sumner to receive the daily 
talk sheets, supply lists, and with any other questions (all 
can be done without supplies and print outs, too).

Looking forward

– Coming Fall 2020 - We know this summer turned 
out very differently than any of us expected. We are thrilled 
to be able to give our youth a “mission trip experience” 
at home this fall! Youth Conference Ministries’ planning 
team, volunteers, and staff have put together a way for 
us to have our own Son Servants experience – digitally 
and connected with a local mission partner. Our world 
needs YOU to be a neighbor, showing God’s love, now 
more than ever. Our prayer is that our youth can still 
experience community as they serve together as the body 
of Christ and learn what it means “to love is to serve”.
Please join us in prayer as we 
finalize the details of this mission 
trip experience and connect 
with local missions to help our 
community during our “trip” this 
fall.
Contact Vicki Sumner with questions and look to the 
upcoming worship guides and Digital Discipleship emails 
for more information.

Christian Education

Glorify God, Make Disciples, Meet 
Human Needs - As many of you know, our 
children and youth spent time in Face to Face Digital 
Spaces (Zoom) for a time of glorifying God, making 
disciples, and meeting human needs from the week 
we closed the doors of our church facilities (March 
15) until taking a summer break (beginning the week 
of July 27). Our Christian Education, LOGOS, and 
Youth Connection Committees are in communication 
with churches across the country (and globe) to hear 
what they are doing in digital discipleship and we 
are prayerfully considering best practice and next 
steps for the children and youth ministries of First 
Presbyterian Church this fall. We will continue to seek 
guidance from our reopening committee and church 
session and promise to relay our fall plan once it is 
determined. We ask for our church family to join us 
in prayer during this time of seeking and discerning as 
we continue practicing social distancing as an act of 
loving our neighbors.

Youth Mission Trip Experience  

mailto:children@1stpc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fpcbristol/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-OuvoAcdASg_w2ts0p8KlRjm2vVy0K1J
mailto:children%401stpc.org?subject=VBS%20supplies
mailto:children%401stpc.org?subject=Son%20Servants
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People you are
praying for:

SPRINGTIME SERMON NOTES FROM HOME
One of today 's worsh ip songs :

What room are you in?
 
 

What are you sitting on?
 

What do you like about
worship at home?

Who is worshiping
with you?

Who
do
 

Draw you: PJ's or dress 
clothes or 

comfy clothes??
 
 

Are you snuggling 
with a blanket or 

a pet?

Decorate your door!

you
miss?

 
name

I praiseyou God for:

To
da

y'
s 

B
ib
le
 :

  
bo

ok
:  

  
  
ch

ap
te

r 
  
 :

What does God 
want you to do?

Something you want
 to ask God:

How many
 times

did you hear 
these 
words:

love

trust

faith

he
av

en

3 
things 

you learned
from today's
message that
will grow you 
closer to God!

ve
rs

e

pa
ss

ag
e:

WELCOME
TO CHURCH

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

M
. N

or
m

an

Ongoing Digital Discipleship
Weekly Dose of Digital Discipleship - As 

we continue practicing 
social distance as an act 
of loving our neighbors, 
we will send weekly 
emails which aim to 
refuel and connect us. 
This space is created for 
the intergenerational 

church family and will provide links to online devotionals, 
information regarding children and youth ministries, and 
various tools for refueling which will change intermittently.
If you are not receiving the Weekly Dose of Digital 
Discipleship emails, please reach out to our Director of 
Children’s Ministries to be added to the contact list.

Children's Worship Guides - We continue to 
send digital versions of our children’s worship guides for 
you to print and use as you participate in worship during 
this time of social distancing. These Children’s Worship 
Guides can be found as attachments 
in the Weekly Invite emails from 
the church office. We encourage 
your family to discuss thoughts on 
worship together - even if you don't 
use the guide.

FPC Connects - FPC Connects is a link to the heart of 
our church from the hearts 
of our families.
Tune in for our final 
episode to see our what our 
intergenerational church 
family has been up to and 

hear an introduction to our last week of our summer Face-
to-Face Digital Spaces for children and youth.
Click here watch the last episode of FPC Connects.
In case you missed any - click here for a playlist of all eight 
episodes of FPC Connects .

Session Highlights
-- At their July meeting, Session decided that our 
preschool will open as planned on August 10 for the 
academic year, 2020-2021. This decision represents 
a tremendous hope by the leaders of our church and 
we still have tremendous challenges ahead of us. If 
you know of anyone that 
is looking for a preschool, 
we would appreciate you 
recommending ours. For 
more information on the 
preschool, please contact 
Lisa Hershkowitz at 
preschool@1stpc.org.
-- Session is continuing to meet and consider 
reopening possibilities and procedures for the church 
as a whole. Please keep the Session and the Reopening 
Committee in your prayers.

Cover Art
Thank you to everyone who 
participated in July’s donation 
drive-thru to support local 
ministries. Together we covered the 
floor of the church van with food 
and school supplies. We will have 
another donation day in the future. 
Watch the worship guide for more 
information.

Hey Campers!
In our "Camp in a Box" Quiet 
Time, we were being led through 
a study of the book of Ephesians. 
Our lessons dug deeper into these 
themes - God loves us, and we 
belong to Him; We have a problem; 
He is the solution; and God will 
work through you.  But it doesn't 
end there! Get Going on days 5 
through 8. Spend time in prayer, 
reading God's Word and thinking about what it 
means, and figuring out what to do about what you've 
just read and learned. 

"Long before he laid down earth's foundations, he has 
us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, 
to be made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago 
he decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus 
Christ." Ephesians 1:4-5 The Message
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Jonathan Chiputula first arrived in Gainesville on his own to complete his Masters work in 
Agricultural Engineering at the University of Florida. In 2016, after earning his degree he 
returned to Malawi and brought his family with him to the US to begin his doctoral work. 
Jonathan, a beloved follower of Christ, recognizes the importance of having a church home 
along with family devotions to grow one's faith. On his return to Gainesville, he brought his 
family to First Presbyterian Church. In their years at our church, the Chiputulas have been 
active participants in supporting many of the church's ministries and missions. They joined the 
church in January of 2019. Chi Chi, Honest, and Wati are active members in choir and handbell 
choirs and have all worked hard to explore and exercise the gifts God has given them. Wati's 
gentle and joyful spirit along with an eagerness to participate, have been welcome additions to 
our youth programs including Sunday School and LOGOS. Honest's bold voice and heart full 
of love have brought a world perspective to the other youth in LOGOS and Youth Connection 
that they may have otherwise never have experienced. Chi Chi, through Presbyterian Women, 
has led the charge for our church in the Days for Girls mission. Jonathan has been an active 
participant in our men's breakfast, always willing to share a cultural perspective on different 
topics.
As a family so visible in our church, they have been a constant reminder of how great God's 
kingdom is and how far it stretches around the world. As they prepare to leave Gainesville, 
I know the church will be praying for their safety, provision, and continued use as a shining 
example of God's love.
The Chiputula family will be returning to Malawi in September. We are collecting a love offering 
for their costs as they return home and settle in to life there. If you would like to contribute, 
please send donations as soon as possible to allow them to make travel arrangements. Mail 
checks to the church, Attn: Trudy Bonerba, and note “Chiputula Love Offering” in the memo. 
Any questions should be directed to the church office.

God Be with You Till We meet again


