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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00  
a.m. on YouTube and at 

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services 

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page
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 "Happy are those who live in 
your house, ever singing your 

praise."  Psalm 84:4



2

Hello First Presbyterian Church Family,
Here we are, seventeen months into the pandemic, and once again, things have gotten worse. I hate that. At the 
time I am writing, every indicator on the Alachua County COVID-19 Dashboard has gotten worse, with the 
exception of the number of new vaccinations. 
As your pastor, I need to comment on this from two perspectives, and avoid commenting from one point of 
view that is appealing. First is the theological component. How do we understand God as we move through this 
stage of the pandemic? Understanding God at this time, likely requires us to be checking our hearts and our 
minds for how this pandemic is messing with us. Anger, frustration, feelings of loneliness, and the like, often 
are great insights into how we are or are not trusting God with the challenges before us. In these situations, our 
fears push us into a position of devotion to things that have no chance of bringing new life to us or our world. 
Other times they prevent us from hearing what God is saying. If you find yourself in one of these positions, it 
might be a good idea to unplug from the news or websites that result in moving us to unhealthy positions and 
use that time for connecting with God or others. 
The second area we need to talk about is how the pandemic is affecting how we do things at the church. 
Operationally, this pandemic messes with us in lots of ways, but one big one has to do with our calendar. It’s 
always hard for a church to communicate well. Just think of all the different ways we prefer our communication. 
Some prefer email, others texts, still others use some social media platform, while the mobile phone or landline 
are the preferred method for some. There have been several calendar items that have been altered because of 
this new uptick. A caring member of our congregation recently pointed out that we had three different dates 
listed in three different places for the same event. That is frustrating. I’m not asking you to give us a pass on 
things like this, but to understand, make us aware, and work with us to communicate better. 
Finally, one of the great temptations during this pandemic is to practice medicine without a license. We’ve all 
gotten sucked in at times. I constantly need, in sermons and in conversations, to make sure I’m not parroting 
something I heard or read, because it isn’t appropriate, nor is it my area of expertise. 
This is hard. Start there. But move to a position of hope and trust in a God that loves you and has not abandoned 
you, no matter how difficult this gets. 
     Thankful to be your pastor,

To contact Pastor Mark, please email pastor@1stpc.org.

Sanctuary Flowers
Every Sunday, there are bouquets of 
flowers that decorate the chancel for 
the Worship services. These flowers 
are available for members of the 
congregation to purchase in honor of or 
in memory of a loved one. Dates are on a 
first come, first served basis and the cost 

is $30. Contact Jenny Chamberlain through the church 
office or at communications@1stpc.org to sign-up. 

Available Sundays
September 26

October 10
October 17
October 31

Another Swell
from Mark Hults

*Chart taken from the Alachua County COVID-19 
Dashboard. Source: Florida Department of Health 

COVID-19 Weekly Situation Reports. 

Pastor Mark 
in the required 
gear on a visit to 
a congregation 
member in Oak 
Hammock!

http://Alachua County COVID-19 Dashboard
mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
mailto:communications@1stpc.org
https://dashboards.alachuacounty.us/COVID19/
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Happy September!
from Fred Lundy
If you have kids or are a teacher or professor who started back at school – please know we are praying for you 
as another semester begins! If there is anything in particular we can join you in bringing to our Lord, please let 
me know by emailing me at youngadult@1stpc.org.
If you are faithful to read this monthly communique - Thanks! I hope you are able to be informed, inspired, and 
maybe even entertained as you peruse. We appreciate you and your desire to know more about our family of 
faith at First Pres Gainesville.
Thanks as well to this family of faith for another great year of ministry! The end of August marks my anniversary 
for starting on staff at this church, so September marks the beginning of the next year – in this case, year 
seven. As you are aware, the past few years have been interesting ones for all of us – yet I am grateful for the 
opportunity to be with you here together: ministering, serving, worshiping, growing, forgiving, and giving.
May we continue to look back at the Lord’s faithfulness, while also staying eager and expectant for what He has 
in-store for us next!
Blessings, 

I have included a few things below that I thought might interest you: 

Young Adult and Families Ministry
After a summer of getting together both live and 
online, we are working on what Fall will look like for 
this ministry. If you are not on the email list for this 
ministry, please reach out to me so we can correct that 
(youngadult@1stpc.org). Also, stay tuned to the weekly 
bulletin for how you can grow in your relationship 
with the Lord and with others at our church.
Art and Architecture Committee:
A little over a year ago, right as we were discovering 
what COVID-19 was, this committee was completing 
work they had already begun on redoing the padding 
for the cushions in the Chapel. As Pastor Mark 
reminded us, after 525 days we were able to enjoy the 
results of their labor. Soooo cushiony and supportive!
Thanks to those on the Art and Architecture 
Committee and others who helped this happen. If you 
would like to experience them for yourself, feel free to 
join us on a Sunday morning at 8:30AM.
Sextons:
Ever since I have been involved in vocational ministry, 
I have assisted with the property and grounds and the 

unsung (and, unfortunately, all too often unknown) 
heroes who make sure our rooms, buildings, and 
grounds are always ready for those who join us.
Often times with this group we talk about how we 
know they are doing their job well if no one is saying 
anything about what they are doing. When things are 
clean, well-maintained, well-stocked, and well cared 
for – no one notices. And, Thanks to them, this is how 
it is almost always at our church!
I encourage you to notice them - Tony, Ms. Margaret, 
Dawn, and Laurie – by thanking them and praying for 
them often and with gladness.
We’re Hiring! 
The church is looking for someone willing to help us 
clean in the Preschool area three nights a week. This 
work takes place from 5:30 - 10:00 p.m. and includes 
cleaning classrooms, hallways, and restrooms by 
pulling trash, cleaning floors, and sanitizing and 
disinfecting various surfaces. A clean drug test and 
background screening is required for employment. If 
you are interested or know someone who would be, 
please contact Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org.

I thought the dryer was shrinking my clothes…

…Turns out it was the refrigerator all along!

mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
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Are You Ready For . . . College Sunday?
from Scott Stuart
As I look at Jesus’ ministry, I cannot help but see 
how he used surrounding circumstances to reach the 
people. Whether Jesus was saving a wedding host in 
Cana from embarrassment, or feeding 5,000 so that 
no one would go away hungry, or having a one-on-
one conversation in private, Jesus constantly used the 
present circumstances in front of him to bring hope to 
those who needed it most. While I will never measure 
up to way Jesus reached those around him, I still feel 
encouraged by the way he did things, and therefore I 
try to emulate what Christ did.
With these things in mind, I look at our present 
surroundings here in Gainesville and try to use them 
for God’s glory and what is more present in our town 
in the fall than . . . Football!!!
While every season is BIG, this one for sure fits the 
bill. In case you have not brushed up on the season's 
schedule, I would draw your attention to September 

18 when we are hosting Alabama in the Swamp. This 
has not happened in ten years. Sure, we have played 
them in bowl games from time to time, but this is in 
our backyard. What better present circumstances to 
use as we declare the hope of Christ?
While I cannot tell you who is going to win come that 
Saturday, what I can tell you is that the following day 
we are having College Sunday. Historically speaking 
this is a time where our college students lead us in 
worship. I can't think of a better time for College 
Sunday to happen than on the heels of the biggest 
game we will have all season long. 
It has been over a year since we have had a live College 
Sunday. And while it's important for us to show up 
every Sunday, I want to encourage us as a congregation 
to lean into God’s word as it will be proclaimed to you 
by the next generation of leaders. 

   Blessings to you all as I look forward to sharing this year's College Sunday with you all,

College CafÉ: 
College students gather in the North Courtyard with Scott 
Stuart for the first College Café of the new school year. Thank 
you to Jane Morris and John and Nancy Carswell for providing 
the meal.

If you are interested in cooking or 
providing a Sunday College Café lunch, 
please contact Scott Stuart. The breaking 
of bread and fellowship on Sundays is a 
highlight of the ministry. Email Scott 
at college@1stpc.org or call the church 
office.
As you therefore have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you 
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
Colossians 2:6-7

mailto:college@1stpc.org
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Meet our New Director of Music and Organist
Please join us in celebrating the appointment of our Director of Music and Organist, 
Mr. Mitchell Rorick. His education includes degrees from Wheaton College, Franklin 
University, Indiana University Jacob’s School of Music, and Florida State University. 
He has completed three levels of Kodaly training, a specialized approach to music 
education, and is certified by the Chorister’s Guild Institute for Directors of Young 
Singers (K-8) in churches and church schools. In addition to serving music ministries 
in Florida, Illinois, Indiana, and Georgia, Mitch has conducted and sung in professional 
community choirs, as well as taught at various universities. He has been a clinician 
and/or served in leadership for the American Choral Directors Association, American 
Guild of Organists, Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, and the Handbell 
Musicians of America.  
“I believe that we serve God and those around us through church music ministry. 
Worship is central to humanity. As a people, created by God, we are called to worship 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Music is a wonderful way that humans are drawn closer to God’s presence. It is also 
a way that we humans connect with each other. The sacred music ministry involves not only being a skilled musician 
but also being a servant leader and minister.”
Three years ago, Mitch’s wife, Laura, accepted a position in the musicology area in the UF School of Music. At that 
time, Mitch joined the staff as our Associate Director of Music and Organist. Fast forward three years: they have 
come to love living in Gainesville and feel very blessed by the relationships they have formed at First Presbyterian 
Church and the University of Florida. In March of 2020, they welcomed their son Ned, and they are delighted that he 
is part of the First Presbyterian Preschool. Mitch will officially begin as Music Director on Monday, September 13.
Next Steps Committee & Music Director Search Committee: Alison Barat, Dr. Mary Birkner, Rev. Mark Hults, Dr. 
Russell Robinson, Elizabeth Wood, and Dr. Timothy Schubert, chair.

Sing a New Song
Just when everyone believed that the pandemic was in 
decline, the Delta variant reared its ugly head. And yet, the 
Chancel Choir will still gather each Thursday, beginning 
August 26 at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary for a 50-minute 
rehearsal. The Choir will be masked and vaccinated, with 
socially-distanced seating in the pews, and we will SING. 
We are hopeful that we can record anthems for our 
Sunday morning live stream and television broadcasts. 
Please join us Thursdays. For more information, please 
contact Mark Coffey (music@1stpc.org) or Mitch Rorick 
(music2@1stpc.org).

Ring the Handbells
The Jubilate Ringers resume Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. in Gordon Hall. 
The Joyful Carol Ringers resume Thursdays from  6-7:15 
p.m. in Gordon Hall. 
For more information on joining either of these handbell 
groups, please contact Mark Coffey (music@1stpc.org) 
or Mitch Rorick (music2@1stpc.org).
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;  sing the glory of 
his name; give to him glorious praise. Psalm 66:1-2

Frances Reitz Scholar
Roger and Marilyn Bachmann Scholar
Judyth Dawson Scholar
Tony and Jean Rosenbaum Scholar
Donald and Cecilia Caton Scholar 
Esther Jones Scholar
Donald and Cecilia Caton Scholar 
Dean and Orene Schoenfeld Scholar 
Dean and Orene Schoenfeld Scholar  

Raul Giovannetti
Alanna Parfait
Simon Lynch 
Alexis Vellis
Danielle Alexander
Megan Sabella 
Daemyung Hyun
Colin Hall
Andrew Netardus

 The scholars will actively participate in the ministry of music at First Presbyterian Church. 
We are grateful for their commitment of time and talent to the Glory of God.

The Worship Committee is pleased to announce 
the 2021-2022 Choral Scholars:

mailto:music@1stpc.org 
mailto:music2@1stpc.org 
mailto:music@1stpc.org 
mailto:music2@1stpc.org 
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Children's Worship Bags are located in the 
Chapel, Narthex, and the Sanctuary entrance from 
Gordon Hall. Pick one up before the worship service to 
help your child participate in worship. After the service, 
please return all bags to the baskets. *Digital versions 
of our children’s worship guides can be 
found in the Weekly Invite emails from 
the church. We encourage your family 
to discuss worship together - even if you 
don’t use the guide.

Time for Young Disciples
During our 11 a.m. worship service, you are invited, 
regardless of age, to a point in the service where we hold 
space for a lesson dedicated to all God’s children. During 
this time, we ask for everyone to remain in their seat for 
our Time for Young Disciples. 
We look forward to the day when all can safely come 
forward for this portion of the worship service and thank 
you for continuing to engage in the lesson from your 
seats each week.

Youth Opportunity to Assist in Worship
Our sixth through twelfth grade students are invited to 
participate in serving as (in-person) lay readers during 
our 11 a.m. worship service the second Sunday of each 
month. If this is something your youth is interested in 
doing, please contact Vicki Sumner.  

Children and Youth Sunday School 
Our Elementary (K-5th Grade) and Youth 
(6th-12th Grade) Sunday School classes 
began their academic year on Sunday, 
August 22 via Zoom. The Elementary 
class meets from 9:30-9:50 a.m. and 
the Youth class meets from 10:00-10:20 

a.m. Both classes spend time in fellowship, the morning 
lesson, and prayer. The Christian Education Committee 
will re-evaluate the need to meet in person after the first 
nine weeks of the public school year. We aim to begin 
classes in-person as early as Sunday, October 17.

Youth Connection (6th-12th Grade) is a space for 
our sixth through twelfth grade students to connect and 
grow in their faith. We kicked off the Fall semester on 
Sunday, August 29 with a pizza picnic provided by the 
parents of Kate and Parker Lundy at the Thomas Center. 
We invite our youth to join us from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the month (9/5 and 9/19) for more 
fun and fellowship. We will host a mission project on 
Sunday, September 19 as we met in the church parking 
lot. From 5-6 p.m. we will encourage our church family 
and others in our community to drive by and drop off 
non-perishable food items for us to donate to Gainesville 
Community Ministries. 

Confirmation Class
Our Confirmation Class of 2022 
(mainly, 8th Grade students) began 
their one-year course with Pastor 
Mark Hults, Mr. Andy Vloedman, 

and Ms. Vicki Sumner on Monday, August 23 from 4:30-
5:30 p.m. via Zoom. The small class size and flexibility of 
zooming in create a special atmosphere for this group. 
We hope to add new elements such as mentors and in-
person sessions as part of the curriculum this year.

Connections - Big Choices in the Bible:
Connections is a way for our three-year-olds through 
twelfth graders to grow in their relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ as they spend time in Bible study, 
Recreation, Worship Arts, and Family Time each week. 
These four elements are each important to Christian faith 
formation and are included as simplified versions of our 
traditional LOGOS. Connections begins on Wednesday, 
September 1.

Wednesday Zoom Times
3's-VPK 5:45-6:15
K-2nd 3:15-3:45
3rd-5th 3:45-4:15
6th-12th 4:30-5:15

Christian   Education

 

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Christian   Education
Gordon Hoover Sunday School
The class has returned to Zoom at 9 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. The Zoom link will be sent out in the Weekly 
Invite email at the end of every week. Email Perry Foote 
at palbertfoote@gmail.com with questions.

We are aware there are some pre-Covid-19 ministries 
missing from the information above. We want to bring 
everything back and the reality is we still need more time. 
We are working first and hardest to open the Nursery for 
those attending the 11 a.m. worship service wishing for 
nursery care for their 6 week old-VPK aged children. We 
have a few other ministries or offerings which are still in 
the works. 

Nursery 
Our goal is to hire a Nursery Coordinator and enlist 
adults to join a volunteer rotation in the nursery, as 
well. Please let us know if you are interested in helping. 
While waiting, please remember the sanctuary is a house 
of worship for all of God’s children. Our playground is 
available for any who wish to utilize it mid-service.

Mommy and Me Room
Prior to 2020, we had a room upstairs 
in the Christian Education building 
which parents of young children 
could use on Sunday mornings to 
nurse their child and/or to use as an 

alternative safe space to sit with their nursery aged child. 
The 11 a.m. worship service was accessible via the live-
streaming service for those who wished to log-in. We 
hope to bring this room back somewhere at the church 
as we are able.

Acolytes
In the years leading up to 2020, our 3rd-6th Grade 
students were encouraged to serve in our 11 a.m. worship 
service as acolytes. Though we are not bringing the role 
of acolyte back into our worship service at this time, we 
look forward to their return.
Acolytes are much more than just candle-lighters, they 
are true worship leaders serving God. When acolytes 
enter the sanctuary, they symbolically bear the light of 
the Holy Spirit. When they light the chancel candles, 
they remind us of God's presence and Jesus’ words: "I 
am the light of the world." At the end of the service the 
acolyte extinguishes the chancel candles and then carries 
the light from the sanctuary. This reminding us that God 
is with us in all places and at all times and urging us to 
take His light out into the world.

Kids-4-God was a children's ministry of FPC for 
VPK-2nd Grade students which took place immediately 
following the Time for Young Disciples during the 
academic year at FPC prior to 2020. At this time, we are 
not bringing this children's worship ministry back but do 
have plans to bring it back in some form in the future.

Gordon Hoover
September 5 Acts 11 Don McGarity
September 12 Acts 12 Perry Foote
September 19 Acts 13 Pam Bailey
September 26 Acts 14 Tammy Bleeker

Missing 
Ministries 

The choir gathered 
on August 26 for 

the first rehearsal 
since March 2020. 
The sanctuary 
provided room 

to distance while 
also allowing the 

members to hear each 
other as they raised their voices in song.

Cover Art

mailto:palbertfoote@gmail.com
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As most of you know, Dr. Mark Coffey, our Director of 
Music and Organist is retiring in September after thirty-
seven years of faithful service to First Presbyterian 
Church.
To responsibly honor Dr. Coffey’s dedicated service to 
the Lord and to His church and his contributions to our 
community, a full reception will be held at a later date, 
when it is safer to gather, visit, and eat. However, a love 
offering will be collected now for Dr. Coffey.
Please send your contribution by September 3 to the 
church office, attention Trudy Bonerba, or through the 
Push Pay option on the church’s website. Be sure to 
designate as "Dr. Coffey Love Offering."
On Sunday, September 12, we will present the Love 
Offering to Dr. Coffey after the 11 a.m. worship service. 
"and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God." Colossians 3:16

*Artwork by Kaylee Bleeker

With Gratitude


