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Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Philippians 4:4

First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
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Worship In-Person
Livestream at 11:00
Watch Sunday services
at 11:00 a.m. in the
a.m. on YouTube and at
at 9:00 a.m. on Cox
Sanctuary
1stpc.org
Channel 11
1 videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page
*Worship

Going Forward
from Mark Hults

Hello First Presbyterian Church Family,
It’s great to think of you as I write. I hope you are doing well. We’ve been having fun around here. Lots of
things are picking up. Weekly worship has a good mix of younger and older people. Several more join our
services online. We have been bringing people into membership and doing baptisms. More college and
youth activities are happening. It feels really, really good.
If you’ve read any church prognosticators in the last several years, those folks that poll and forecast the
church, their message is rather bleak. Although there are a few churches here and there doing well, for
the most part, churches are hurting. They don’t have enough people or enough resources to do what they
used to do. They can’t keep their buildings repaired. They face challenge after challenge. This isn’t new with
Covid, it’s been this way for a while.
As Covid descended on us, most of us started asking, “When are we going to get back to normal?” We did,
and we still do, need to ask questions about when it’s safe to start doing things we have been prevented
from doing. However, is getting back to normal the right focus for us to have? Could this be the time to
start asking God, "What now?"
I think this is the time to dream. To call out to God, “We don’t just want to go back, we want to go forward?”
What are the things we could fix or adjust or even dare I say, change, that would give us a better experience
as we move forward to where we want to be? This isn’t the time to go crazy; we don’t want the rug pulled
out from under us, but we also don’t want to settle. “God, what is your dream for us?”
I look forward to more things getting back to normal, but I also look forward to what God is willing to do
in us and through us. Let’s dream together and see what God has in store!
Joyfully,

To contact Pastor Mark, please email pastor@1stpc.org.

Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your
neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and
good repute in the sight of God and of people. Trust in the Lord with
all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
Proverbs 3:3-6

Music
2021-2022

University of Florida
Symphony Orchestra
A Tribute to John Williams

Raymond Chobaz,
Conductor

Member Information

Sunday, February 13, 2022
4 p.m.

Church Triumphant
Carol Crevasse, November 17, 2021
Arthur Kluge, November 22, 2021
Linda Winn, December 14, 2021

First Presbyterian Church
300 Southwest Second Avenue
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Happy New Year!

from Fred Lundy
We are excited about starting another year with y’all
and look forward to what 2022 will bring!

January and end before Palm Sunday – most likely
covering eight total weeks and four episodes.

One thing I hope it brings is you having the opportunity To get a taste of “The Chosen” click here or type the
to answer the following question –
type the ling below –
Is the Young Adult & Family Ministry a Small Place for
you?

https://watch.angelstudios .com/thechosen/
watch?vid=the-chosen-shepherd-trailer-with-ctaYou might remember reading Reverend Hults' article season-1&ap=true
last month about “A Big Place and a Small Place” in
which church involvement becomes enriched when Other ways to gather:
- Monthly men’s breakfast
it includes both Sunday Corporate Worship (the Big
o We will pick back up meeting, eating, and
Place) and Small Places – other groups, gatherings,
building community with each other.
and ministries in our church where your faith can
- 1-on-1’s with Fred
grow deeper, relationships mature more personally and
o Breakfast, brunch, coffee, lunch, lunper / lunner,
community can be closer and more impactful for you
quick chat, etc. – reach out to me if you want to
and others!
grab some time.
For the Young Adult & Family Ministry (YA&FM), the
following will be opportunities for the upcoming Spring Please know for any event drinks, refreshments, or food
Semester.
will be the responsibility of those joining us.
I encourage you to try out something and see if we are a
Small Place with immense impact for you.

Just a reminder:
If you are not getting emails about the YA&FM so you This group is focused on those who are roughly in their
can know more about these and other opportunities, late 20’s through late 40’s and includes grad students
please reach out to me at youngadult@1stpc.org and I (remember we have a LEGIT College Ministry too!),
singles, marrieds, and those with kids and those
will add you to the email list.
without.
I feel like it is a group that best resembles what most
of our larger Thanksgiving meals feel like – a diverse
group of folks who like to spend time together sharing
stories, meals, and time with each other while giving
thanks for where they are and sharing excitement for
where they are headed!

“The Chosen” viewing and discussion:
Join us for viewing parties and discussion time for “The
Chosen” – “the first ever multi-season series about
the life of Christ.” To learn more check it out here: The focus of this ministry is as follows:
https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen
- Engaging in Relationships, Fellowship, and
Community
Our hope is to engage with an episode for two weeks:
- Participating in a Core Identity focused on Local
- Week 1 – Watch an episode
Missions and Outreach
- Week 2 – Discuss the episode.
- Allowing for Growth in our individual and collective
relationship with Christ through time in the Bible
We will start after the Martin Luther King holiday in

What do you call it when a snowman
throws a tantrum?
		
A meltdown!
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A New Adventure

from Scott Stuart
Plato once said, “The beginning is the most important part of the work.” While every job or moment has its
place in the spectrum, beginning, middle, and end, one could make a sound argument for Plato’s thoughts.
After all, one could never finish a project if it did not have a beginning. What is more, I would imagine that
a lot of work in the world goes unfinished because it never had a strong beginning.
Regardless of where you might sit on the spectrum of strength when it comes to the beginning, middle,
or end, one thing is for sure, it is a new beginning as we look ahead into the 2022 year. I for one love new
beginnings and if there was ever a year that carried a certain amount of excitement when it comes to the
beginning of a new year, this one has a great hope about it.
With these things in mind, I want to start the beginning of the new year well with my students. Our desire
is to make the most out of the new semester with Bible Study, service projects, and fellowship times. This
time last year, Zoom was a complete familiarity, and while we were all ready to be back live, we all waited
patiently for that moment to arrive when we could meet back in person. Slowly, as the fall semester began,
we were able to shed a few layers back and meet in person while outside. This semester our plan is to
continue to wade further in the deep end as we start back with Bible Study on January 11.
The old saying is true, “You never know what you've got until it's gone.” I never would have thought I would
be in a position where meeting in proximity would have been in question. Now as the new year has begun, I
look forward to more and more of these opportunities where I can be with my students indoors or in a van
as we load up and head out on some great adventure.
Here is to New Beginnings,

To contact Scott, email college@1stpc.org.

Do not remember the former things, or
consider the things of old. I am about
to do a new thing; now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it? I will make a
way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert.
Isaiah 43:18-19

Year-End Contribution
Statements will be sent upon request

after January 15. Please contact Trudy Bonerba at
business@1stpc.org or through the church office
and specify if you prefer email or regular mail.
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Solo Organ Recital with David Higgs
Sunday, January 9 at 4:00 p.m.
One of America’s leading concert organists, David Higgs is Chair of the Organ Department
at the Eastman School of Music. He performs extensively throughout the United States
and abroad and has inaugurated many important new instruments including the
Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas, the Church of St. Ignatius Loyola New York
City, and most recently, Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati. His performances with
numerous ensembles have included the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, the
Orpheus Ensemble, Chanticleer, and the Empire Brass.
Mr. Higgs frequently performs, teaches, and adjudicates at the great organ festivals and
competitions around the world. His performances for colleagues include international,
national, regional and pedagogy conventions for the American Guild of Organists and
other organizations, as well as in the United Kingdom for the Annual Congress of the
Incorporated Association of Organists, and the International Congress of Organists.

Photo by Stephen
Kennedy

Mr. Higgs has recorded for Delos International, Pro Organo, Arsis, Loft, and Gothic
records.
Fantasie g-moll					Johann Gottfried Müthel
Two chorale preludes 				
Gottfried August Homilius
In Quiet Mood					
Florence Beatrice Price
Prelude and Fugue on B-A-C-H		
Franz Liszt 		
Sweet Sixteenths: a concert rag for organ
William Albright
Suite pour orgue, Op. 5				
Maurice Duruflé

Join the Song
January is a great time to join a choir at First Presbyterian Church! There are
choirs and handbell groups for a variety of ages. Please contact Mitch Rorick
at music@1stpc.org with questions or to find the right group for you.

The preschool was excited to celebrate Christmas and the magic and glory of the
birth of Jesus. All of the classrooms completed all educational units for the month
and added in music and activities that center around Christmas.
We enjoyed Christmas stories, gingerbread cookies, and making crafts for our
families, and VPK enjoyed smashing a gingerbread house filled with candy. Thank
you to the Graham family for providing a yummy gingerbread smash house kit for
VPK.
The VPK classroom held their first outside play in the court yard to celebrate the birth of Jesus, singing
Christmas songs and songs learned in weekly chapel.
Thank you to so many families for helping make Christmas special for the staff with the teacher giving fund
and teacher party donations. I greatly appreciate all the donations, cards, and support for our program.
Happy New Year!!!
Lisa Hershkowitz, Preschool Director
preschool@1stpc.org
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Christian

Children’s
Worship classes spend time in fellowship, the morning lesson, and
Guides are located in the prayer. The Christian Education Committee is working to
bring Sunday School off Zoom and back into the church
building in the coming months. Please join us in prayer
while we work to equip volunteers to lead these classes
and let us know if you feel called to lead. Please contact
Vicki Sumner with questions and to volunteer.

Narthex and the Sanctuary
entrance from Gordon Hall. Pick
one up before the worship service
to help your child participate in
worship. After the service, please return all bags to the
baskets. *Digital versions of our children’s worship guides
can be found in the Weekly Invite emails from the church.
We encourage your family to discuss worship together even if you don’t use the guide.

Youth Opportunities to
Assist in Worship: Our 6th

through 12th grade students are invited
to participate in serving as (in-person) lay
readers during our 11 a.m. worship service
Time for Young Disciples
the second Sunday of each month. If this
During our 11 a.m. worship service, you are invited,
is something your youth is interested in
regardless of age, to a point in the service where we hold
doing,
please
contact
Vicki Sumner.
space for a lesson dedicated to all God’s children. During
this time, we ask for everyone to remain in their seat for Gordon Hoover Sunday School
our Time for Young Disciples.
Meet in the Church Library at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday
We look forward to the day when all can safely come mornings. Enter through the Mary Gate or the sanctuary.
forward for this portion of the worship service and thank All are welcome! Email Perry Foote with questions at
you for continuing to engage in the lesson from your palbertfoote@gmail.com.
seats each week.

Children and Youth Sunday School

January 2
January 9
January 16
January 23

Our Elementary (K-5th Grade)
and Youth (6th-12th Grade)
Sunday School classes are
meeting via Zoom on Sunday
mornings. The Elementary
class meets from 9:30-9:50 a.m.
and the Youth class meets from
10:00-10:20 a.m. in which both

January 30

Gordon Hoover
Acts 27
Acts 28
The Holy Trinity
Galatians Intro
and Ch 1
Galatians 2

Nursery Coordinator Needed

Ray Davis
Pam Bailey
Don McGarity
Perry Foote
Tim Schubert

We are hiring an individual to staff and run the nursery. The paid
position is 8-10 hours a week which includes Sunday mornings,
weekly planning, and special events. Several volunteers are already
committed to serve with the children. Contact Evelyn Lewis with
questions at citytr122@gmail.com. While we are searching for the
new hire, please remember the sanctuary is a house of worship for
all of God’s children. Our playground is available for any who wish
to utilize it mid-service.
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Education
Confirmation Class

Our Confirmation Class of 2022 will resume meeting on
January 10. This class meets on Mondays from 4:30-5:30
p.m. with Pastor Mark Hults, Mr. Andy Vloedman, and
Ms. Vicki Sumner via Zoom. The small class size and
flexibility of zooming in create a special atmosphere for
this group. We are enjoying learning and growing in our
faith together.

It is a new year and we are excited for new things!
Connections, the online adaptation of LOGOS during
the pandemic, concluded in December and it is finally
time to rebuild and relaunch LOGOS. Our LOGOS
Intergenerational Ministry intends to relaunch in
January (our tentative start date is January 12, yet subject
to change based on volunteer involvement status as
Children and Youth Ministry Weekly we work to run this programmatic ministry). We look
Updates: Stay informed and connected to theses forward to being together again and will send out more
ministries of our church by clicking on the link for information on how it will work soon. Thank you for
more information regarding Children and Youth your prayers, patience, and willingness to volunteer as
Ministries in the Weekly Invite email sent out from the we get this ministry up and running again. Please contact
church office. Contact Jenny Chamberlain to sign up at Vicki Sumner with questions, to volunteer, or for more
communications@1stpc.org.
information.

Youth Connection (6th-12th Grade) is a

space for our students to connect and grow in their
faith. We invite our youth to join us from 4-6 p.m. on
January 9 and January 23. The locations of the two
gatherings will be announced as the dates approach.
We found our youth and families enjoyed the twice
a month schedule during the first semester and will
echo this model this academic year. Look for more
information regarding Youth Connection in the
Children and Youth Ministry Weekly Updates.

Cover Art
Youth Connection met at the home of Hayden
and Emerson Hults for a Christmas Party in
December. Can you guess who is wrapped in the
red and green tissue paper?

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.
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Generosity and Thanksgiving
The Local Missions Committee thanks the congregation for making our Hope for the Holidays gift drive a
success! You were generous in providing the requested gifts for each of the Family Promise children, along with
gift cards for their families. We appreciate that you navigated technology to do this online. Special thanks to
Lindsey Childs-Kean, Brenda Pickens, and the church staff for their help.
Thank you too for your contributions to Gainesville Community Ministries. They provided more than fifty
Christmas boxes to local families, which were distributed through the holidays, thanks to generous donations.
The food pantry has been especially busy, so there is a continuing need for food and supplies which you can drop
off at church.
In December your donations also supported current and retired church workers in their time of need and
students in their time of promise through the Christmas Joy Offering, and on Christmas Eve you gave to help
Family Promise start the new year strong.
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase
the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to God.
2 Corinthians 9:10-12

