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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00  
a.m. on YouTube and at 

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services 

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page
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 "Now you are the body of Christ "Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it."  and individually members of it."  

1 Corinthians 12:271 Corinthians 12:27
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Hello First Presbyterian Church Family,
In the introduction to the Letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul says, “I 
thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now.” (NRSV) I know how Paul felt. I am so thankful for all that 
you are doing to share the gospel through the ministry of our church. 
During the pandemic, our world has changed. There are things that are 
temporary, that will only be this way while we have to take the most drastic 
precautions. But there are also some things that have now changed permanently. 
I am going to reflect on one of these items and how it affects our ministries. 
For a church, online presence is a different animal since the beginning of the 
pandemic. Yesterday I was talking with a pastor that said, “Your church had a 
much easier transition to online services than most others did.” I agree. Because of 
our amazing tech crew, and because we were already broadcasting on television 
weekly, we made an easier than most transition to online transmission. The 
difference now is, it is taken for granted that a church’s services are available 
online. 
One of the ways I’ve noticed this is how online worship relates to the new 
members we have welcomed during the last year and a half. It might surprise 
some of you to hear that we have added new members during the pandemic. It 
probably isn’t as many as we would have in normal times, but we have welcomed 
several. I believe every single one told me that they watched our services online 
before attending. In many cases, it changed their expectations when they finally 
visited. Because they knew us from watching online, several came through the 
door ready to become members. Except for those that aren’t on the web at all, 
online is the new way potential members will church shop from now on. The 
way you pick or at least narrow down your list of potential churches, will be 
done online. 
As we move forward as a church, we will have to grow in our understanding of 
how to integrate people that came to the church in a different way than those 
that came before. We will need to continue many of the traditions we know, like 
being a welcoming place, but we will have a whole new host of ways we will have 
to learn this new reality that we now inhabit. We will do this by continuing to 
follow Jesus, to love his people, and to work out challenges together as we trust 
that God is still leading us. 
    Joyfully,

To contact Pastor Mark, please email pastor@1stpc.org.

How the World Has Changed
from Mark Hults

mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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It's October, Which Leads Me to Ask a Very 
Important Question:
from Fred Lundy
       How are you with Pumpkin Spice ….? Yay! Or Nay! 
Regardless how you feel about this “official taste of Fall” I hope y’all are doing well, getting into a rhythm, and 
getting ready for the cooler weather that is coming!
As we move later into the year, I hope we do so with a continued desire to be vessels for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Even in this ongoing weird time of COVID, it is still a season of opportunities for us to interact with others through 
school events, tailgates and viewing parties, trick-or-treating, and increased time with family at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, not to mention New Year’s Celebrations!
May we be doing so with a desire to look for opportunities to invite others to experience the Risen Lord through 
worship. While the stats differ, the truth is folks are more likely to respond favorably to anything if invited by 
someone they personally know, and church is no different. Fortunately for our church, this is pretty easy – whether 
worshiping live in the chapel or sanctuary, joining us on YouTube, or watching a week delayed on Cox, the ability 
to interact with our Lord and His word is perhaps easier than it has ever been. 
All we have to do is share this information with others and invite them to join us however we are joining. 
May we pray for the Holy Spirit to lead us to someone to invite in hopes they come to know Jesus as Savior or 
come back to Him!
Blessings, 

I have included a few things below that I thought might interest you: 

Young Adult and Families Ministry
We are looking forward to enjoying the cooler weather 
with opportunities to be together. If you are interested 
in knowing what is going on for and with this group 
– which is focused on adults who are out of college 
through those preparing to be empty nesters - please 
reach out to me at youngadult@1stpc.org so we can add 
your email to our list.

We’re Hiring! 
The church is looking for someone willing to help us 
clean in the Preschool area three nights a week. This 
work takes place from 5:30 - 10:00 p.m.  and  includes 
cleaning  classrooms,  hallways,  and  restrooms  by 
pulling  trash,  cleaning  floors,  and sanitizing  and 
disinfecting various surfaces. A clean drug test and 
background screening is required for employment. If 
you are interested or know someone who would be, 
please contact Fred Lundy. 

Property, Grounds, and Facilities 
Committee:
Thanks to those who prayed as the house the church 
owns was rented at the end of September! We look 
forward to the tenants enjoying their time living in this 
lovely area of Gainesville in the shadow of the steeple. 
Thanks as well to those who have contributed to getting 
the house ready, maintaining it, and actively finding 
someone to enjoy it!

Did You Know?
Our church hosts various support groups weekly. By 
doing so we provide them with much needed space to 
allow them to recover, heal, and find new ways to live 
their life free and fully. 
It is just one of the ways we meet human needs and 
serve the larger Gainesville community.
May we pray for the success of these groups and that 
those who attend come to experience the freedom, 
recovery and peace that only Christ can offer!

                                                  What did the zero say to the eight?

Wow! That belt looks great on you!

mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
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The Return
from Scott Stuart

In 1996 Mark Morrison released his number one hit “Return 
of the Mack.” It’s one of those catchy songs that just kind of 
gets in your head and won’t go away for a long time…even if 
I still can’t understand all the lyrics to this day :) The repeat 
chorus throughout the song, you guessed it, “Return of the 
Mack.”
As school returned a few weeks ago the song “Return of the 
Mack” kept playing over and over in my head, only instead 
of the word “Mack” I kept inserting in my head, “Trajectory,” 
“College Café,” and even, “College Sunday.”
I must admit, inserting my own words didn’t quite have 
the same catchy ring. As a matter of fact, it didn’t fit at all. 
However, more than anything, I am thrilled to have so many 
things return in this new school year.   Seeing students come 
to Bible Study and church and lead us in worship for College 
Sunday brings my heart so much joy.   
While everything might not be back to “normal,” at this 
point, I am excited for how God is still moving in our lives 
and continuing to reveal who He is and how He is still on the 
throne. As a reminder, if you would like to help sponsor a 
meal for College Café, I would welcome the opportunity. Due 
to trying to work within the parameters of the pandemic we 
have been doing cold sandwiches, chips, fruit, and a cookie 
in to-go boxes outside. If this is something you would like to 
help order or make, please let me know and I would be happy 
to assist you.
Blessings to you all as we continue cling to hope that we have 
in Jesus Christ,

To contact Scott, email college@1stpc.org.

It is impossible to thank you, the members of First Presbyterian Church, for your 
inestimable gifts of friendship, support, and encouragement over the years. Karen and I 
were overwhelmed by the extremely generous gift we received from you on my retirement. 
Thirty-seven years ago I had no intention of staying in Gainesville longer than five years. 
BUT, God had a different plan for me and somehow, after conducting at least 2,000 
anthems, playing at least 12,000 hymns, 4,000 preludes, 4,000 postludes, and a certain 
“Toccata” on 37 Easters, I find myself still in Gainesville with a group of Presbyterians 
who continue to glorify God through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Your presence 
in my life has had a profound influence on me, both professionally and personally. I 
thank God for each of you. My prayer for each of you is that you continue to sing with 
body, mind, and spirit as the power of music lies in its ability to enrich our spirits and 
nurture our souls. 

A Note from Dr. Mark Coffey

mailto:college@1stpc.org
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2021-2022 2020-2021
Total Budget Total Budget

Pledges 665500,,000000                      665500,,000000                        

Loose Offering 116600,,000000                      115500,,000000                        

Interest/Investments 117700,,000000                      228822,,000000                        
Presbytery Student Center (Interest) 8811,,000000                          8811,,000000                            
Preschool Revenue 444477,,000000                      447799,,000000                        
Rental houses income 2299,,550000                          1144,,770000                            
Grants 88,,000000                              110099,,005533                        
Together in Faith for Tomorrow 55,,000000                              1144,,000000                            
Fundraisers, Special Offerings, Family 
Contributions 4477,,555500                          4477,,555500                            

Total Income 11,,559988,,005500$$              11,,882277,,330033$$              

2020-2021
Total from Total from Total Total

General Budget Other Sources* Budget Budget

Christian Education $2,800 22,,880000                              5,000                         
LOGOS $2,800 3,000            55,,880000                              8,000                         
Congregational Care $500 550000                                    800                            
College Outreach $20,000 2200,,000000                          30,000                       
Loc. Mission/Service $8,000 12,650          2200,,665500                          27,150                       
Membership $1,000 11,,000000                              1,000                         
Operations $70,000 7700,,000000                          84,049                       
Property $170,000 117700,,000000                      200,000                    
Stewardship $300 330000                                    300                            
Global Missions $2,000 1,100            33,,110000                              7,100                         
Witness/Denominational $9,000 99,,000000                              9,000                         
Per Capita $6,600 66,,660000                              6,604                         
Worship $15,000 2,000            1177,,000000                          22,000                       
Youth/Fam. Fell. $2,000 22,,000000                              4,000                         
Young Adult Ministries $4,000 44,,000000                              8,000                         
Human Resources $820,000 882200,,000000                      900,000                    
Montreat - Music $10,000 24,000          3344,,000000                          39,000                       
Art, Architecture, Archives 500                   550000                                    500                            
Preschool Expenses 405,000            440055,,000000                      479,000                    
Other Expenses 1,000                4,800            55,,880000                              5,800                         

Total Expenses 1,550,500$   47,550$        11,,559988,,005500$$              1,837,303$                 

EXPENSES
2021-2022

FPC Session Approved 2021-2022 Budget
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Production of sweetie pies will begin on October 16. Plan to join us in the kitchen at 9 a.m. Fridays or 9 
a.m. Saturdays for rolling, peeling, filling, fluting, bagging, and freezing hundreds of pies for the Montreat 
Worship and Music Conference fundraiser. Please check the sign-up sheet by the choir room to sign up 
for pie making or contact Troy Bleeker at tableeker@gmail.com. Volunteers must be age 14 or older, fully 
vaccinated for COVID, and symptom-free. Masks will be required for all volunteers. We hope you will join 
us for this wonderful baking time!!!! To order pies please email ceisrael@cox.net, use the order form below, 
or fill-out a card available in the pew racks.

Calling All Pie Makers!

Production is beginning and freezer space gets very tight; pies will be available for pickup soon. Please make 
checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and put “pies” on the memo line. Put your form in the offering 
plate, send it to the church office, or email ceisrael@cox.net. Please do not leave payment in the back hallway.  
The order deadline is Sunday, November 14. Proceeds will benefit the 2022 Montreat Worship and Music 
Conference.

Qty Frozen Price per Pie Total
Apple 10” $14
Cherry 10” $14
Pumpkin 10” $14
Pecan 10” $17
Mincemeat 10” $17
Key Lime 8” $14
Chocolate Cream 8” $14
Apple 6” $7
Cherry 6” $7
Pumpkin 6” $7
Pecan 6” $9
Mincemeat 6” $9
Shut-In Pie 6” *will be baked $7

Total $

Name I can take my pie order early      YES      NO
Phone Email 

I am able to volunteer            YES            NO

Order Up!

mailto:tableeker%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ceisrael@cox.net
mailto:ceisrael@cox.net
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Sanctuary Flowers
Every Sunday, there are bouquets of flowers that 
decorate the chancel for the Worship services. 
These flowers are available for members of the 
congregation to purchase in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one. Dates are on a first come, 
first served basis and the cost is $30. Contact 
Jenny Chamberlain through the church office or 
at communications@1stpc.org to sign-up. 

Available Sundays
October 10
October 17 
October 31
November 7

     For more than thirty-
five years children, youth, and adults  from First 
Presbyterian Church have attended the Presbyterian 
Association of Musicians annual worship and music 
conference in Montreat, North Carolina. The week-
long  conference begins with a worship service 
on Sunday evening for the 1,000 conferees from 
Presbyterian Churches nationwide. Daily classes begin 
on Monday and are designed to enrich understanding 
and develop skills in the corporate worship of the 
church. Each conferee attends worship, choir, Bible, 
handbells, Orff, dance, and one elective course each 
day. The impact of this week at Montreat is far greater 
than the knowledge gained at the conference. The 
benefits of living, worshiping, praying, and playing 
together in community for a week are life-changing. 
Each conferee pays approximately $400 for the 
conference registration and $80 for food. In addition, 
each conferee is responsible for their "fairshare" of 
$150 for housing and transportation. The children 
earn their fairshare by participating in fundraising 
events held throughout the year. This year, our church 
budget allocates $10,000 towards the cost of housing 
and transportation. This year our goal for fundraising 
for Montreat housing and transportation expenses is 
$29,000. 
Two Montreat fundraising opportunities will be 
held in the month of October:
Delicious homemade pies (Sweetie Pies) will be made 
on Fridays and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. during the 
months of October and November for members and 
friends of the congregation. Please see the order form 
on the next page of the Bugle or the card in the pews.
Homecoming Parade Parking in the church SW 2nd 

Avenue Parking Lot on Friday, October 8 beginning at 
9 a.m.
Thank you for your continued support.

HELP CELEBRATE
The town of Micanopy is celebrating its Bicentennial. 
The historical society is presenting, Stirring the 
Leaves, a drama production of historical fiction and 
facts of the last two hundred years. Members of First 
Presbyterian are involved: Mimi Carr is the Spirit of 
Micanopy, Andrew Osmun a pioneer, Dylan Tillery 
the stage manager, and Vi Asmuth wrote and is 
directing the script. Performances are November 12 
at 7 p.m. and November 13 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the 
open-air Thrasher Warehouse (behind the museum), 
607 NE Cholokka Blvd. Tickets are adults $3 and 
children (12 and under) $1. For online ticket sales, 
visit micanopyplay.ticketleap.com/micanopyplay 
after October 1. If using cash or check, purchase 
at the Micanopy Historical Museum Wednesday - 
Sunday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come join us!

Member Information
New Members
Katherine Bowlus

Jim and Donna Johnson

Births
Rhiannon Eskin, August 25, 2021

Church Triumphant
Eileen Wilcox, September 19, 2021

Barbara Williams, September 30, 2021

Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Let the sea  
and everything in it shout his praise! Let the fields and their 
crops burst out with joy! Let the trees of the forest sing for joy

before the Lord, for he is coming! Psalm 96:11-13a

mailto:communications@1stpc.org
http://micanopyplay.ticketleap.com/micanopyplay
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Children's Worship Bags are 
located in the Chapel, Narthex, and the 
Sanctuary entrance from Gordon Hall. 
Pick one up before the worship service to 

help your child participate in worship. After the service, 
please return all bags to the baskets. *Digital versions of 
our children’s worship guides can be found in the Weekly 
Invite emails from the church. We encourage your family 
to discuss worship together - even if you don’t use the 
guide.

Time for Young Disciples
During our 11 a.m. worship service, you are invited, 
regardless of age, to a point in the service where we hold 
space for a lesson dedicated to all God’s children. During 
this time, we ask for everyone to remain in their seat for 
our Time for Young Disciples. 
We look forward to the day when all can safely come 
forward for this portion of the worship service and thank 
you for continuing to engage in the lesson from your 
seats each week.

Children and Youth Sunday School 
Our Elementary (K-5th Grade) and Youth 
(6th-12th Grade) Sunday School classes are 
meeting via Zoom on Sunday mornings. 
The Elementary class meets from 9:30-
9:50 a.m. and the Youth class meets from 
10:00-10:20 a.m. in which both classes 

spend time in fellowship, the morning lesson, and prayer. 
The Christian Education Committee is in the process of 
holding mid-semester evaluations to decide how Sunday 
School will move forward for the second half of the Fall 
semester. The committee meets on Tuesday, October 12 
to discuss the evaluation results and discern the best way 
of loving our neighbors and meeting human needs for 
this next session.
Youth Connection is a space for our 6th through 
12th grade students to connect and grow in their faith. 
We invite our youth to join us from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on 

October 3 at The Thomas Center for food, Bible study, 
fun, and fellowship. On Sunday, October 17 we will meet 
at Hollow Oaks Corn Maze from 4-6 p.m. for fun and 
fellowship. Look for more information regarding Youth 
Connection in the Children and Youth Ministry Weekly 
Updates.

Confirmation Class
Our Confirmation Class of 2022 
meets on Mondays from 4:30-
5:30 p.m. with Pastor Mark Hults, 
Mr. Andy Vloedman, and Ms. Vicki Sumner via Zoom. 
The small class size and flexibility of zooming in create 
a special atmosphere for this group. We are enjoying 
learning and growing in our faith together.

Connections meets Wednesdays for 3 year old-
12th grade students. Our Zoom 
gatherings begin with greeting 
one another and answering the 
question of the week. Each group 
participates in worship arts 
(drumming, singing, or xylophone), 
Bible study, and recreation. We end 

each gathering with a prayer. Connections will follow 
our regular schedule on October 6 and the schedule 
may shift on October 13 due to some groups meeting 
in the Sanctuary to record their worship arts music for 
upcoming worship services. The LOGOS Committee is 
still in conversation with families regarding the second 
half of the Fall semester and will announce the plan 
following their October 12 meeting. Contact Vicki 
Sumner with questions.

Wednesday Zoom Times
3's-VPK 5:45-6:15
K-2nd 3:15-3:45
3rd-5th 3:45-4:15
6th-12th 4:30-5:15

Christian   Education

 

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Youth Opportunity to Assist in Worship
Our 6th through 12th grade students are invited to 
participate in serving as (in-person) lay readers during 
our 11 a.m. worship service the second Sunday of each 
month. If this is something your youth is interested in 
doing, please contact Vicki Sumner.  
Children and Youth Ministry Weekly 
Updates: 
Stay informed and connected to these ministries of our 
church by clicking on the link for more information 
regarding Children and Youth Ministries in the Weekly 
Invite email sent out from the church office. Contact 
Jenny Chamberlain, communications@1stpc.org, to 
sign- up.

LOGOS Family Gathering:
Our LOGOS Committee is happy to invite you to the 
first of other gatherings to bring our church family 
together. Please join us on Wednesday, October 20 from 
5-6:30 p.m. at Hogtown Creek Headwaters Nature Park. 
We will have food and fellowship while playing on the 
playground, walking the exercise trail, and doing some 
fall games from previous Fall Festivals. We ask all to 
bring a mask but know they are optional to wear as it is 
an outdoor event (you may want to put it on if you plan 
to hold close conversations with friends). We will provide 
hand sanitizer, turkey sliders, and drink coolers for refills 
and ask each family to bring their own water bottles/drink 
containers, fruit or chips to share, sunglasses, bug spray, 
and chair. This is a family event and we look forward to 
seeing you! Please attend with your child/youth or pre-
arrange for someone to look after them if you are not 
able to stay. We do not have the ability to safely host the 
event and ensure all are looked after properly without 
each family taking responsibility for their own children 
and youth. Please RSVP by Thursday, October 14 to Vicki 
Sumner, children@1stpc.org. Contact Vicki Sumner or 
Bev Vloedman, dvloedman@aol.com, with questions.

Gordon Hoover Sunday School
The class has returned to Zoom at 9 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. The Zoom link will be sent out in the Weekly 
Invite email at the end of every week. Email Perry Foote 
at palbertfoote@gmail.com with questions.

They searched the Scriptures day after day to see if Paul 
and Silas were teaching the truth. As a result, many Jews 

believed, as did many of the prominent Greek women 
and men. Acts 17:11b-12

Gordon Hoover
October 3 Acts 15 Betsy Berry
October 10 Acts 16 Don McGarity
October 17 Acts 17 Perry Foote
October 24 Acts 18 Bob Bailey
October 31 Acts 19 Tim Schubert

Members of our college Trajectory ministry and 
Kappa Phi Epsilon led us in worship on College 
Sunday in September.  The word was preached, sung, 
and spoken as we gathered in His presence.

Cover Art

Christian   Education

mailto:communications@1stpc.org
mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:dvloedman@aol.com
mailto:palbertfoote@gmail.com
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An Opportunity to Participate in our 
Church's Mission to "Meet Human Needs"!

First Presbyterian actively supports Family Promise of Gainesville, a ministry to homeless 
families which partners with local churches to provide housing, meals, educational, and 
spiritual help. The goal is to see each family transition to a home of their own.   
Some families are ready to move into their own housing units and there is an urgent need for 
the following household items: Pots & Pan Sets, Kitchen Utensils, Plastic Tumbler/Glass sets, 
Silverware Sets, Baking Pans/Casserole Dishes, Knife Sets, Pillows, and Shower Curtains/Rods.  
Walmart, Target, and Publix gift cards are also welcome.  
You may also purchase items from the Family Promise Amazon Wishlist found in the Weekly 
Invite emails.
Please bring new or gently used items to the Family Promise Day Center at the south end of our 
church parking lot, Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.   
Thanks for your practical support for local missions!
Local Missions Committee

Our church will be providing meals for Family Promise this fall 
from Oct. 25 through Nov. 5, 2021. Please sign up for your desired  

dates directly on the FP Sign Up Genius link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4ba5af28a2fd0-2021. 
Thank you in advance for your willingness to serve our local 

community in this way! 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/TFQZ9VL1N9AD/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4ba5af28a2fd0-2021

