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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00  
a.m. on YouTube and at 

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services 

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page

"A shoot shall come out from 
the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord 

shall rest on him . . ." 
Isaiah 11:1-2

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_mwrdrnSOrbc_mzc5uO7w/videos
http://1stpc.org
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Facing the Finances
from Mark Hults

Dear First Presbyterian Church,
I hope the excitement of Thanksgiving is causing you to think and reflect on God’s goodness to us, even as 
COVID-19 continues to create restrictions with our ability to celebrate with friends and family. 
As we near the end of our calendar year, I think it’s important for me to talk about the current financial 
situation of our church. I am thankful for the generosity of this congregation. Even during a pandemic, your 
giving has been generous and consistent. At this point in our fiscal year, our pledged and unpledged giving 
has been very close (within $5,000) to what was originally promised and hoped for. Thank you!
Our annual budget is $1,837,303. As of the end of October, we are running a deficit of $89,255.42. Just over 
$60,000 of that deficit comes from our preschool. This is of no fault to anyone. The pandemic has been a 
perfect storm that has affected all preschools -- not just ours. Some parents have moved to working remotely 
indefinitely and decided to keep their children home with them. While others have quit working in order to 
help their older children attend virtual school; in turn, they withdrew their younger children from preschool. 
Still others are newly unemployed and were forced to remove their children from schooling because of the 
loss of income. Due to these factors and more, we unfortunately have lost many of our usual enrollments (20+ 
in all). And our careful COVID-19 protocols, while excellent, have prevented us from combining classes as 
the day goes on so that we can lower our salary costs. It’s a challenging time. 
However, this year marks the 60th anniversary of our preschool. What a milestone that is worth celebrating! 
Many members of our congregation, and many more in the greater community, have relied on this important 
ministry to care for their children. There are current staff who have their children enrolled, as well as 
members who value sending their children to our preschool. Even still, we have other members and friends 
who are hoping to send their future children to our preschool! As we can see, the preschool plays a unique 
role in the life of our church; without it, we will lose one of our direct extensions to the outside community. 
So, how are we responding? Our preschool team has been actively promoting our preschool in several ways, 
attempting to bring new students into our preschool. They have even applied to Santa Fe College to receive 
full-tuition scholarships for select students. Our Trustees have also created a committee to study the entire 
deficit problem and plan a strategic response to it. More information is coming from them on that front soon. 
But as always, we will trust God with the challenges before us. I hope these challenges will push each of 
us to a time of increased hope and trust in the God that has carried this church and is continuing to carry 
this church. I think it would be great if all of us regularly took this situation to God in prayer. Do you know 
anyone that needs to know about our church or preschool? Now is a great time to mention it to them. They 
can check out our church risk free, without even leaving home. And if you have the ability, we could use some 
additional funding right now. 
Time after time, people have asked me, “Isn’t this a hard time to be starting at a new church?” It has its 
challenges, but both my family and I remain excited about the possibilities that are in front of us and strive to 
trust the God who is leading us. We are happy to be here! 
If you have any questions about any aspect of our budget or financial situation, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me, the Chair of our Trustees, Dick Rauber, and/or our Finance Committee Chair, Margaret Weech. 
Thanks for being in this with your church family. 
Joyfully,

To contact Reverend Mark Hults, email pastor@1stpc.org.

mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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Adulting . . . by receiving and giving hope, peace, 
joy, and love           from Fred Lundy

Happy Christmas!
This is, seriously, one of the most wonderful times of 
the year. 
Even when we get lost in Christmas decorating, 
buying, wrapping, and giving gifts, and spending time 
with family and friends – this time of year draws us to 
Bethlehem.
Even when we add to our plate figuring out how to do 
them during a time of a global pandemic – we are drawn 
to the simplicity of a stable.
Even when we realize this year will be different than 
perhaps any other year of our lives – we are drawn to 
the brand new life in the manger.
Even when we are not sure how we are going to get 
everything done and cannot envision what to do next – 
we are drawn to see the star that showed the way.
One of my favorite of Christmas traditions in our 
Christian tradition is the advent wreath. As we walk 
through the four Sundays of Advent we take time to 
think on some of the most generous characteristics of 
God – hope, peace, joy, and love. And as we think of 
them and the depths to which they were poured out 
on creation and continue to be lavished upon us as the 
Lord’s spiritual children, we must be drawn to be those 
who live them out too.
In the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible these 
four words appear 1,540 times in total – over, and over, 
and over again telling, teaching, and reminding us of 
who God is, how He relates to us, and what our lives are 
to look like as followers of His Son.
One passage of scripture where these words are found 
together is Romans 15, especially verses 13 and 30, where 
we are called to allow these verses to strengthen our 
relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
and to be, ourselves, those who expend themselves in 
such ways for and towards others.

So, on Sunday as we light candles of blue and pink during 
this season of Advent – may we be reminded that the 
Messiah, who came once for all, continues to come into 
lives and will one day, victoriously, come again. That 
He who is our hope, peace, joy, and love also defines 
and gives example of how we are to emulate those same 
traits in our own lives. And may we be reminded and 
encouraged this season of Advent and Christmas, as we 
experience these in our own lives, to move forward as 
those who have seen the Light of the world and allow 
His Light to overtake even our darkest areas.
Because on Christmas Eve, when we light that one white 
candle in the center, we do so in celebration – with 
quivering lips, tears on our cheeks, and countenances 
overwhelmed – because we are reminded that God is 
with us! 
Hope has come and is here. 
Peace is alive and well. 
Joy is fresh and overflowing. 
And perfect, unconditional, forever love washes over us. 
Christ has come!
May we be drawn to Him more each Christmas as we 
understand Him more each day.
And may we be earnest in our prayers for those who 
do not personally know Him to experience the hope, 
peace, joy, and love that only He can bring.
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 – NRSV
“I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest 
prayer to God on my behalf,” Romans 15:30

      Hope  ,  Peace  ,   Joy   ,  Love
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My Latin may be a little rusty, or to be quite honest, it flirts with the line of non-existent. However, there are a few 
words I recognize with one of them being “Adventus.” As you may have guessed, Adventus is the Latin word for 
“Advent.” It is hard to imagine, but it's that time of year again, a time of celebration as we live out the definition of 
“coming; arrival.”
With this in mind, we eagerly wait with great expectation for the coming of Christ. As I ponder on this idea, I think 
about all the ancient prophets who kept waiting with great expectation for the coming of the Christ child. All of the 
Old Testament scripture pointed to the hope of the One who would come and live the perfect sacrificial life so that 
we would not have to. Then it happened; God spoke into a dark world and called an unlikely group to herald His 
name. He used a virgin teenage girl named Mary, a group of shepherds (who at the time had a lowly social status), 
and a few Magi to declare the good news that the world no longer had to wait for the arrival, but that the Christ 
was here. 
The word Advent takes on a great meaning and one that brings out a question for all of us. Why do we celebrate 
Advent during this season when he has already arrived? Here in itself is the beauty of the word as it takes on a 
trifecta meaning. The first is that we celebrate the past knowing that Christ did arrive some 2000 years ago. Jesus 
stepped off His throne taking on the form of earthly flesh, living the perfect life for us, and paying the ultimate 
sacrifice for all of humanity. The second reason we celebrate Advent is knowing that Christ's work is not finished 
and that He will come again to restore all that is broken to its rightful place. The third is that we wait for the arrival 
of the Holy Spirit to come inside so many hearts who do not know Him as Lord and Savior. 
Like many of you I too wait with anticipation for the arrival of Christ. With everyday I try to put my hope in Him 
and pray “Let thy will be done.” I have often wondered, “Lord why haven’t you brought your second coming already?” 
I feel like His answer to me over years has been, “My will is for more to come to know me.”
In the midst of a global pandemic and the arrival of the Advent season, I definitely feel like this year is unlike 
any other. In such moments I find myself saying “Come, Lord Jesus, come” and yet I am reminded that He is still 
working, still calling names, and still writing them in the Book of Life. 
Until then my friends, I celebrate with you the Advent of the past, knowing that the Christ Child came into the 
world for all of us and I celebrate the Advent to come, both in hearts that do not know Him, and the Advent of the 
second coming. 
Blessings to you all this Adventus season, 

Great Expectation
from Scott Stuart

Year-End Giving
2020 Contributions made through Thursday, December 31, 2020 will be credited to the 
calendar year 2020. Contributions may be placed in the offering plate on December 
27, made online by midnight on December 31, or postmarked by Thursday, December 
31. The office will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
December 29, 30, and 31.
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Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 20, 2020

The choirs and congregation of First Presbyterian Church celebrate the Advent season with 
a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 20, 2020. The congregation  is 
invited to hear lessons and carols for Advent and Christmas showing the development of the 
loving purposes of God as seen through the windows and words of scripture. The Gainesville 
Brass Quintet and First Presbyterian's Joyful Carol Ringers and Jubilate Ringers present 
seasonal music as prelude to the Festival of Nine Lessons.    
Music to be sung by the choirs includes “Keep Your Lamps!” Andre Thomas; “What is 
This Lovely Fragrance?” Healey Willan; “Song of Mary”, Margaret Rizza; and “O Beatum et 
Sacrosanctum Diem” Peter Philips.
Carols by the choirs and brass include “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” and “Good Christian 
Friends, Rejoice.” 
This Festival is patterned on the annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols of King’s College, 
Cambridge, the backbone of which has remained virtually unchanged since it originated in 
England during the Victorian period. The Festival begins with the traditional processional 
hymn “Once in Royal David's City” sung by a single treble voice. 
The Festival of Nine Lessons will be available online on First Presbyterian Church’s website. 
For more information, please call (352) 378-1527. 

The ½ hour program will include Jean Charpentier’s Noel XI, J.J. Niles’ I Wonder 
as I Wander, J. Weinberger’s Czech Christmas Carol, and P. Benoit’s Noel Basque.
Michael Clark taught and performed at colleges in Tennessee and Florida, where 
he served as Music Coordinator, teaching courses including piano, organ, music 
theory, sight singing, and serving as musical director for over 50 productions as well 
as arranging, recording soundtracks, composing, and serving as musical consultant 
for over a dozen more. In addition he has served as interim and substitute organist 
and/or choir director for several Jacksonville churches, including an appointment 
as interim principal organist at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine, and was 
musical director for Florida’s State Play “Cross and Sword” for two seasons. A 
native of Abingdon, Virginia he earned degrees in piano performance from the 
Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore and The Catholic University of America and 
is grateful for having had the opportunity to study with Samarah Bellardo, Julio 
Esteban, Elisabeth Katzenellenbogen (technique), Marilyn Neeley, and Betty 
Layman.

Attendance is limited to 50. A reservation and screening is required.  
Please contact the church office.

Advent Organ Concert 



6

This Christmas, in lieu of poinsettias we are asking you to support one of our local mercy ministries, 
St. Francis House. The vision of St. Francis is the end of homelessness and hunger in our community. 
As in years past, donations may be made in honor of or in memory of a family member or friend.  
Fill-out the form below and place in the offering plate or mail it to the church office in December 
13. Checks should be written to First Presbyterian Church, note "Hope for the Holidays" on the 
memo line.

Hope for the Holidays - Part Two

The Time is NOW
Ring-a-ling, Ring-a-ling, Time for Christmas giving!  For many years First Presbyterian has 
conducted a Christmas giving drive titled Hope for the Holidays. White paper ornaments 
were placed on a Christmas tree in Gordon Hall and church members took an ornament, 
bought the listed gift, and brought the gift to the tree. Then the elves, the chief one being 
Brenda Pickens, wrapped and delivered the gifts to Family Promise families. This year the 
logistics are not quite so easy. The children still need Christmas joy, so the Local Missions 
Committee is trying to make the process simple for you. Your options are listed below:

1. Go to this Sign-Up Genius link 
          - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094AA4A629A4FA7-holiday

Choose a child and click on "sign-up" to register so there will not be duplications. 
Purchase age-appropriate items to be placed in a purchased Christmas stocking. Do 
not spend a lot of money on the stocking as what is inside is more important. This can 
all be done online if you are avoiding stores. Dollar Tree has some nice 18” stockings 
for $1. 
Since we are using stockings this year, the items need to be small. Gift cards are good 
for older children. Gift cards will also be given to the parents. If your budget is low, call 
a friend and do a stocking or gift card together.
Bring the stocking on Sundays between 10:30 -11:00 a.m. before corporate worship 
and give it to Brenda Pickens or on Sunday, December 13 between 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. to 
the church parking lot during our monthly mercy ministry donation drive.

2. Purchase Walmart gift cards and give to Brenda in an envelope so not to be lost.

3. See Hope for the Holidays Part 2 below for another giving option.

ALL STOCKINGS, GIFT CARDS, AND CHECKS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
DECEMBER 13. 

 Joy comes to us in many ways and you will find joy in giving.
    - MERRY CHRISTMAS, LOCAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Hope for the Holidays Given by: ________________________________

In Honor of: ___________________________________               In Memory of: ___________________________________

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094AA4A629A4FA7-holiday
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Weekly Dose of Digital Discipleship 
We continue to send weekly 
emails aiming to refuel and 
connect us as we are practicing 
social distance as an act of 
loving our neighbors. This space 
is for our intergenerational 

church family and provides links to online devotionals, 
information regarding children and youth ministries, and 
various tools for refueling which change intermittently.
If you are not receiving the Weekly Dose of Digital 
Discipleship emails, please reach out to our Director of 
Children's Ministries to be added to the contact list.

DIGITAL Children's Worship Guides 
Digital versions of our children’s worship 
guides are sent out each week for you to 
print and use as you participate in worship 
during this time of social distancing. These 
Children’s Worship Guides can be found 
as attachments in the Weekly Invite emails 
from the church office. We encourage your family to 
discuss thoughts on worship together - even if you don't 
use the guide.

The Jesse Tree (our Cover Photo)
The Jesse Tree is an Advent tradition in which 
a small tree is decorated with symbols of 
people and events that led to Jesus’ coming. 
This tradition provides something significant 
that adds to the mood of hopeful waiting. 

The Jesse Tree is based on Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot shall come 
out from the stump of Jesse, a branch shall grow out of his 
roots,” and is a kind of family tree. From trunk to leaf each 
part of the family tree is important. Some family members 
may look strong, and others may look weak. Still, each 
has a place, each has a time in the life of the tree. During 
our Connections time our children and youth have crafted 
their own Jesse Trees like the one on the Bugle cover and 
during the season of Advent our church family is invited 
to participate with their own sticker Jesse Tree devotionals 
which were included in the Advent mailouts. Each day, a 
member of the family places a different decoration on the 
tree and explains the meaning of the symbol.

Confirmation Class 
This year as our students go 
through confirmation, they are 
learning about the essentials of 
our faith and worship as they 
also work on writing their own 

statements of faith. The class meets on Zoom and is 
lead by Andy Vloedman, Pastor Mark Hults, and Vicki 
Sumner. Please pray for these students as they learn to 
put their faith into actions and words.

Connections
Our children and youth are engaging in a form of 
Digital Discipleship called Connections. This month, 
we will gather on Zoom for a time to see and connect 
with church friends, learn about Jesse Trees, make 
ornaments for our own trees, and learn the meaning 
behind the ornaments we make. We will gather the 
first two weeks of December and then take a break for 
the winter. Connections is led by Ms. Vicki, Dr. Coffey,  
Mr. Mitch, and Mr. Scott. For more information, contact 
Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

Wednesdays
3:15-3:45 p.m.  

Kindergarten through Second Grade Connections
3:30-4:15 p.m.  

Third through Fifth Grade Connections
4:30-5:15 p.m.  

Sixth through Twelfth Grade Connections
5:45-6:15 p.m.  

Three-year-old through VPK Connections

Christian Education

mailto:children@1stpc.org


8

Gordon Hoover Class
Everyone is welcome to join us!

December 6 Titus 1 Perry Foote
December 13 Titus 2 Ray Davis
December 20 Virtual Class  

Christmas Celebration
December 27 Titus 3 Betsy Berry

Virtual Worship Updates
Please join us online  for Sunday morning worship. Full-
service audio is found on the webpage or worship videos 
are on YouTube. Search "1stpc" on YouTube or links are 
sent in the Weekly Invite email late in the week. Both 
options are available live at 11 a.m. or anytime after 
noon. **For closed captioning on YouTube, hover over 
the bottom of the video and click on the       sign for auto-
generated subtitles. 

The Church Office is closed to visitors until 
further notice. Our church staff is still available at (352) 
378-1527 during regular office hours, Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or via email. Calls are 
forwarded on the weekends. Please wait through the 
entire recording to be connected or to leave a message.

College Trajectory Bible Study is meeting 
through Zoom. For more information, please email Scott 
Stuart at college@1stpc.org. 

Young Adult Ministry 
We are meeting regularly via Zoom. For more about 
Young Adult Ministry or specifically on these meetings, 
please email Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org. 

The Gordon Hoover Class is Zooming! 
They meet on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome! 
If you’re interested in joining the class, please contact 
Perry Foote at palbertfoote@gmail.com. 

Presbyterian Women
We may be sheltering at home, but Presbyterian Women 
are gathering via Zoom to do Bible Study, pray together, 
and enjoy at least seeing each other after so long a time. 
Any female member of the congregation who would like 
to join in is welcome to do so. For more information, 
contact Elisa Neale-Tobener, PW Moderator; by email at 
enslp1016@gmail.com. 

Worship In-Person
We invite you to in-person worship every Sunday with 
one service at 11 a.m. RSVP's are required to attend. 
Sign-up on our web page (www.1stpc.org), in the weekly 
invite emails, or by calling the church office at 352-378-
1527. RSVP's typically close by the Thursday prior to 
the service at 5 p.m. All individuals who attend worship 
will be asked to complete a short questionnaire either 
online, over the phone, or in-person. Seating on Sunday 
morning will be limited. Please respect our need to keep 
attendance to the first 98 individuals.  

Church Notes

Oh, Sweetie Pie!
The First Presbyterian Sweetie Pie tradition continues even during the pandemic. Carol and 
Glenn Israel, Eunice Knowlton, and Larissa Israel Eskin rolled, fluted, sliced apples, and 
filled 60 cutie pies for homebound members of First Presbyterian Church. Appreciation 
is expressed as well to the elders, deacons, members of the Congregational Care 
Committee, and members of First Presbyterian Church who delivered the cutie pies.

On Saturday, November 7, one hundred-sixty Nic-
to-Go meals were prepared and enjoyed by members 
of First Presbyterian Church. Sixty of those meals 
were delivered to our homebound members. 
Although these meals were offered as a thank you 
to the congregation for their continued support for 
First Presbyterian Church’s mission in Nicaragua, 
over $885 was given as a “Thank You for the Thank 
You.” Our appreciation to chefs Beverly and Andy 
Vloedman, as well as assistant chefs Kathy Decker 
and Beth Wood, who prepared the meals and to 
the elders, deacons, members of the congregational 
care committee, and members of the congregation 
who delivered meals to our homebound members.

Nic-to-Go Celebration

mailto:college@1stpc.org
mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
mailto:palbertfoote@gmail.com
mailto:enslp1016@gmail.com
http://www.1stpc.org
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An Exciting New Program
First Presbyterian Preschool has been offered a grant working with Santa Fe 
College for the next three years providing preschool care to families receiving 
the PELL grant to attend college. Santa Fe will be paying the full preschool tuition 
of these families should they decide we are the right fit and right location. It will 
be exciting to enroll and grow the preschool with new families seeking a loving 
preschool and possible church family. 

Santa Fe will be looking to place around ten new families in January 2021. I am asking that the preschool 
be kept in prayer for the growth of our school and the success of this new program.  
Sincerely,
Lisa Hershkowitz, Preschool Director
preschool@1stpc.org

Member Information
Church Triumphant

Ellen Farber, November 20, 2020
J. D. Henry, November 22, 2020

We want to give a BIG thank you to everyone who so lovingly and graciously donated to our Halloween basket drive 
this past October for our Family Promise families. Thanks to you, more than fifty children and their parents were 
surprised with beautiful Halloween buckets filled with wonderful goodies! Every single child LOVED receiving 
their surprises. Thank you for giving the gift of excitement and joy (and toothbrushes, books, and candy!) to so 
many this Halloween! We truly appreciate your ongoing support of this important ministry.  

You were a Blessing to Many

mailto:preschool@1stpc.org
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December Bugle

Advent Organ Concert
Tuesday, December 15
12:15 p.m. Sanctuary

Contact the church to RSVP.

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 20

Gainesville Brass Quintet
Joyful Carol Ringers and Jubilate Ringers

Online Only

Christmas Eve Worship
Thursday, December 24
Christ Is Born, Alleluia!

Holy Communion
Worship In-Person or Online

RSVP's will be required for in-person worship.

All services available at www.1stpc.org  
or at the church YouTube page.

Advent and Christmas 
Celebrations 2020

http://www.1stpc.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_mwrdrnSOrbc_mzc5uO7w/videos

