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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00  
a.m. on YouTube and at 

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services 

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page

December Bugle
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 ‘Prepare the 
way of the 

Lord,
make his 

paths 
straight,’ 

Mark 1:3b
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Hello First Presbyterian Church Family,
Blessings to you all as we begin the season of Advent. Because of what I do, I am regularly in conversations 
about all things church. That probably doesn't surprise you all that much, but the variety of content in those 
conversations would shock all but those that are the most familiar with a pastor’s ministry. If it happens, or 
should happen, around a church, I’m probably regularly talking about it. 
One of my favorite topics is actually one of the most common. People regularly ask me, “How do I get 
the most out of my involvement with the church?” Now, the question isn’t always that straightforward. 
Sometimes it comes when people are looking over what our church has to offer. Other times I hear it 
from someone processing some unsettled feeling they have. There is no limit to all the different forms this 
question can come in. 
Despite all the differences, my answer is incredibly consistent. We have some people that are able to be 
involved in a bunch of different places in our church. They are a blessing and it is a blessing to them to be 
involved so widely; but for most of our people, they only have so much time to offer. So, what about those 
of us who are limited on how much time we can offer? What should we be doing? 
For most of our people, I recommend finding a big place and a small place. The big place is kind of a given; if 
you can only commit to one, your big place should be one of our two worship services each week. Regularly 
attending this gathering will bring you together with people like you and those who are very different. You 
will participate, watch, and listen to what God has for us as a community, and then you will leave trying to 
put those concepts into action. 
But where your big place comes from only two options, your small place has endless possibilities. You 
can attend a Sunday School class, you can join a small group, you can get involved with any of the music 
opportunities our church has, you can serve on a committee or some other way, etc, etc, etc. But there is 
a special catch to this. Regardless of what your small place is, you have to use it as a means of connecting 
deeply with others. Maybe the group you pick does some task, like our audio-visual team. Don’t just settle 
for doing that task. Commit to other members of the team, show interest in their lives and their faith 
journeys, and invite them into yours. Deep mutual discipleship can happen while you do a task together 
and take opportunities to grab a cup of coffee or some wings and get real about life. If you do this, you will 
also start praying for your new, or new level, friends and they will start praying for you. 
Being involved in both big and small aspects of church life gives you the opportunity to have your life 
changed by God working in you and through you. Don’t believe me? I feel so confident in this, I really dare 
you to prove me wrong. Try it! If you have any questions about what your small thing should/could look 
like, please contact me, one of our staff, or someone that is deeply involved in our church. We would love 
to help you figure this out.
There are many good things ahead, 
 

To contact Pastor Mark, please email pastor@1stpc.org.

A Big Place and a Small Place 
from Mark Hults

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 
so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, 

according to the grace given to each of us. Romans 12:4-6a

mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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Happy Advent and Christmas!
from Fred Lundy
I wish each of y’all the fullness of this season when Christ came to earth to bring fulfillment, light, and life and to 
offer us forgiveness, repentance, and restoration!
Here’s a bit of praise and requesting:

Not “the most wonderful time of year” for all of us
I realize that this time of year is particularly hard for some. If you find yourself in this place, please know, the 
church staff and I and our church family are here for you and want to be here with you. If you find yourself 
struggling to find Hope, Peace, Love, or Joy – please reach out. Call the church office (352-378-1527) or contact 
me via email at youngadult@1stpc.org. Allow us to journey with you and the Lord.

What did one snowman say to the other?

Do you smell carrots?

Young Adult and Families Ministry
Thank you to those who joined us on Zoom for our 
early discussion of Advent with the Family Advent 
Devotional! I hope we are all more prepared to celebrate 
the Christ who came and who is coming again. 
May we all be aware of our role to be those who bring 
the Lord’s Hope – Peace – Love – and – Joy into our 
daily lives! 

Local Missions Committee
A Kudos and Well Done goes to the this committee and 
to our church family who helped feed and treat Family 
Promise families at the end of October and beginning 
of November! From meals to bags of candy, to dental 
care and other fun items, you reminded people they are 
loved and seen. Thanks as well to the Family Promise 
hosting team. Together we were the hands and feet of 
Jesus!

Art and Architecture Committee
Special thanks to the volunteers who helped decorate 
our church in late November for Advent and Christmas! 
This effort, led yearly by the Art and Architecture 
Committee, includes many from our church family and 
now we all get to enjoy the sights, lights, and greenery 
that continues to help this time of year be special. If you 
were unable to help directly, but would like to in the 
future, please let me know so you can be included in 
that number.

Sextons
The most wonderful time of the year is typically 
brought to us by the most wonderful kind of people – 
mom’s, customer service representatives, Santa, and 
sextons! This year this group of fantastic folks will be 
prepping, setting up, tearing down, cleaning, making 
sure everything is ready for us to worship, and tidying 
up after we leave. 
I encourage you to thank them for their service!
They are typically here well before we arrive and stay 
after we have gone. And this will be especially true 
on Christmas Eve as they will need to make sure the 
Sanctuary and Gordon Hall are ready after we meet on 
Friday so we can meet again on Sunday morning.
I also will encourage you to do the same for those who 
serve you at your home whether they pick up your trash, 
recycling, or yard debris, or deliver your paper, or drop 
of your mail, or help you or a loved one on a day-to-day 
basis – I hope we are those who thank them for serving 
us. Give them a note or other gift to let them know they 
are seen and appreciated for all they do!

mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
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All is Calm
from Scott Stuart

On December 25, 1914, somewhere in the trenches of Germany, 
British, Belgian, and French soldiers put down their arms and 
stepped on the battlefield holding hands high and declaring a truce 
for one day. Many stories have been passed around as to how this 
moment began; however, to this day no one really knows. Thousands 
of old journal entries confirm this once in a lifetime moment, but a 
couple of stories remain as the heartbeat of this miracle. In one, the 
soldiers played soccer together. In another, they joined in voice as 
one, singing Silent Night. 
In the life of student ministry, I cannot help but hear those familiar 
words over and over in my mind, “All is calm.” As the campus 
empty’s out, there comes a sense of peace and calm as our students 
head back to their respective homes. While school is no battlefield 
by any stretch of the imagination, many academics still carry the 
feelings of exhaustion; between papers, deadlines, and exams, it can 
be a lot to shoulder through the year. The time of rest complimented 
with family and friends is much needed during this season. 
I invite you during this season to lift our students up like never 
before. The fatigue of school and Covid has been a lot for our 
students to bear throughout this past year. My hope in this time 
is that our students would feel and know the love of Christ, so 
much that they would take the biggest exhale during these next few 
weeks. In doing so, may they come back refreshed and recharged, 
ready to hit the ground running with new energy and hope. After 
all, if a group of soldiers can find rest on the battlefield of Germany 
on a cold Christmas day through a soccer ball and Silent Night, 
surely we can pray for our students over the next several weeks to 
find a refreshing hope in our Savior's Birth.
Merry Christmas Everyone! May your hearts be refreshed in Christ 
this season like never before. 
 

To contact Scott, email college@1stpc.org.

Contributions made through Friday, December 31, 2021 will be credited to the calendar 
year 2021. Contributions may be placed in the offering plate on December 26, made 
online by midnight on December 31, or postmarked by Friday, December 31. The office 
will be closed December 27-31.

Year-End Giving

mailto:college@1stpc.org
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Christmas Poinsettias
During the Christmas season our worship spaces will be decorated with poinsettias. Flowers are available to 
purchase in honor or in memory of a family member or loved one. The poinsettias are $15 each and can be ordered 
by filling out the form below to place in the offering plate or mail to the church office by Sunday, December 5. The 
poinsettias will be available to take home after the Christmas Eve service.

Poinsettias Given by: __________________________________________________

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________

Cover Art
Thank you to the team of volunteers, led by Maralyn 
Foote, who came to decorate the church for Advent 
and Christmas. You help make the season special 
for all of us. 

Wednesday,
December 15, 2021

7 p.m. 

Handbell Concert 
First Presbyterian Church

Joyful Carol Ringers 
and Jubilate Ringers

The Oak Room at
Oak Hammock

December 8  
December 12

December 14 

December 15 

December 19 
 
December 24 
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- LOGOS Family Gathering
- 5:00 p.m. Festival of Nine  
   Lessons and Carols
- 12:15 p.m. AGO Organ Advent  
   Recital
- 7:00 p.m. Handbell Concert at    
   Oak Hammock
- 11 a.m. Festival of Nine  
   Lessons and Carols
- Christmas Eve Worship Service  
   5:30 p.m. Prelude

Solo Organ Recital with David Higgs
Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 4 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church
Mr. Higgs is the Chair of the Organ Department at the Eastman School of Music. 

"a feeling for music and the shaping of it in interpretation that is instinctive rather than 
learned . . . a joy to hear."  –The New York Times
". . . superbly persuasive." –The San Francisco Chronicle
"Never once does Higgs fail in finding just the right sound, molding it with care, 
affection, sincerity, and intelligence." –The DiapasonPhoto by Stephen 

Kennedy

All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken  
by the Lord through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”
Matthew 1:22-23
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For 33 years children, youth, and adults from First Presbyterian 
Church have attended the Presbyterian Association of 
Musicians’ annual Worship and Music Conference in Montreat, 
North Carolina. The week-long conference begins with a 
worship service on Sunday evening for the 1,200 conferees 
from Presbyterian Churches nationwide. Daily classes begin 
on Monday and are designed to enrich understanding and 
develop skills in the corporate worship of the church. Each 
conferee attends worship, choir, Bible, handbells, Orff, and one 
elective course each day. The impact of this week at Montreat 
is far greater than the knowledge gained at the conference. The 
benefits of living, worshiping, praying, and playing together in 
community for a week are life changing. 
This week is made possible, in part, by Operation Sweetie 
Pie. For 19 years, members of First Presbyterian Church have 
gathered in the kitchen and rolled, fluted, filled, and baked 
over 10,000 pies! Their contribution of time and talent is vital 
to the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church. 
The 40 children, youth, and chaperones that will be attending 
the conference in Montreat next summer are grateful that, 
because of the commitment of our volunteers, they will spend 
a week singing and praying in the hills of North Carolina. First 
Presbyterian Church is blessed to have so many dedicated 
volunteers.

Operation Sweetie Pie

Alison Barat
Emmy Barat 
Norah Barat
Lorraine Barber
Kaylee Bleeker
Troy Bleeker
Genie Boothby
Katherine Bowlus
Karen Coffey
Rachel Coffey
Mary Jo Deichler
Lorie Drewke
Larissa Eskin
Maddye Fleming
Goksun Goksel
Zeynep Goksel
Brian Gray
Mimi Gray
Georgine Hager
Emerson Hults
Lynn Hults

Thank you to Carol Israel and all our Pie 
Makers, who rolled, filled, fluted, baked, and 

boxed over 900 Pies:
Carol Israel
Glenn Israel
Eunice Knowlton
Evelyn Lewis
Eli Moore
Sydney Moore- 
  Greulich
Andrew Netardus
John Netardus
Laura Netardus
Brenda Pickens
Susan Roland
Mary Lou Schubert
Tim Schubert
Sandra Snyder
Kris VanSickle
Kate Vellis
Beverly Vloedman
Cyndie Williams
Beth Wood
Libby Wood

  

Music 
2021-2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
300 Southwest Second Avenue 

Gainesville, Florida 
 

convenient parking 

 
Festival  

of  
Nine Lessons and Carols 

 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 

5 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 14  at 12:15 pm
Declan Tse, pianist and Mitch Rorick, organist

Mid-Week Advent 
Organ Concert 

The Montreat Committee invites you to shop 
for stocking stuffers at the Christmas table in  
Gordon Hall. All proceeds benefit the children and 
youth who will attend the 2022 Montreat Worship 
and Music Conference next summer.

Stocking Stuffers
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Each year First Presbyterian Church invites the congregation to join us 
in our Hope for the Holidays Christmas drive. We provide gifts for our 
Family Promise families and children to help make their Christmas a 
little brighter. In the past, we placed a Christmas tree in Gordon Hall 
with ornaments that listed the desired gifts. Church members chose an 
ornament and returned a gift to the tree. Then the gifts were wrapped and 
delivered to individual families. 
Last year, with COVID restrictions, we used Sign-Up Genius to virtually 
choose gifts and then returned them to the van in the church parking 
lot on a Sunday afternoon. This year we are again using Sign-Up Genius. 
What is new is that gifts can be sent directly to Family Promise through 
Amazon. Please note the following instructions:
1) First, go to the Sign-up Genius website found here. Then copy and paste 

the link under a child's name into a browser to see their wish list. Click 
on the green button on the Sign-up Genius page to sign up for one or 
two of the gifts listed for a child.

2) Order from the Amazon wishlist and have the gifts delivered directly to 
Family Promise through Amazon.

3) If you prefer to buy the gifts yourself, wrap and bring them to the Family 
Promise Day Center in the southwest corner of our church parking lot. 
They are open Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Or bring 
your gifts to church and place them in the Family Promise baskets in 
the narthex or Gordon Hall and we will deliver them to the Day Center. 
To avoid duplication, if you make your purchase outside of Amazon 
please email Cyndi Fields at cyndi@familypromisegainesville.org so 
that the gift can be removed from the wishlist. 

4) You may also sign up to give a Walmart gift card. These can be brought 
to the church office, put in the offering plate, or given directly to Brenda 
Pickens. Please indicate that the card is for the Hope for the Holidays 
gift drive.

5) All gifts and gift cards must be sent or delivered by December 12.  
Thanks for sharing the meaning of Christmas in a tangible way with these 
families! 

Share your Christmas Giving!
from Local Missions

Member Information
New Members

Orvin and Recie Jenkins
Elizabeth McClain Jenkins
Jesse and Linda Williams

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094aa4a629a4fa7-family
mailto:cyndi@familypromisegainesville.org
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Children and Youth Sunday School 
Our Elementary (K-5th Grade) and Youth (6th-12th Grade) 
Sunday School classes are meeting via Zoom on Sunday 
mornings. The Elementary class meets from 9:30-9:50 
a.m. and the Youth class meets from 10:00-10:20 a.m. in 
which both classes spend time in fellowship, the morning 
lesson, and prayer. *We will conclude our first semester on 
Sunday, December 12 and begin a Winter Break for the 
remainder of 2021. The Christian Education Committee 
is in the process of reassessing how to meet for the 
spring semester. Please join us in prayer while we hold 
conversations with families and discern the best way to 
love our neighbors and meet human needs going into the 
new semester.

Confirmation Class
Our Confirmation Class of 2022 meets on Mondays 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. with Pastor Mark Hults, Mr. Andy 
Vloedman, and Ms. Vicki Sumner via Zoom. The small 

class size and flexibility of zooming create a special 
atmosphere for this group. We are enjoying learning and 
growing in our faith together. *We will conclude the first 
semester on Monday, December 6 and start back up on 
Monday, January 10, 2022.

Gordon Hoover Sunday School
Meet in the Church Library at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. Enter through the Mary Gate or the sanctuary. 
All are welcome! Email Perry Foote with questions at 
palbertfoote@gmail.com.

Youth Connection is a space for 
our 6th-12th grade students to connect and 
grow in their faith. We invite our youth to 
join us from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on December 5 
at the home of Hayden and Emerson Hults 
for cookie decorating, playing games, and 
participating in a gift exchange as we conclude 
our first semester with our Christmas Party. 
In November, Youth Connection made a trip to Devil's 
Millhopper to explore God's creation, hear a Bible lesson, 
and do a nature scavenger hunt. They also gathered at 
the home of Phillip Peddie to enjoy food and fellowship, 
to reflect on gratitude, and to play a game.
More information on 
Youth Connection 
can be found in the 
Children and Youth 
Ministry Weekly 
Updates.

Christian Education

Gordon Hoover
December 5 Acts 24 Don McGarity
December 12 Acts 25 Perry Foote
December 19 Christmas 

Message
Don McGarity

December 26 Acts 26 Bob Bailey

mailto:palbertfoote@gmail.com
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Christian Education

 

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

LOGOS UPDATE
We are thankful for the ways our church staff, 
volunteers, families, youth, and children adapted and 
stayed connected during these ever-changing and very 
different days of doing ministry through the internet 
and while social distancing. We have one more week of 
Connections (the online form of our mid-week children 
and youth ministry) on Wednesday, December 1 and 
then will celebrate the end of 2021 with a LOGOS Family 
Gathering on Wednesday, December 8. Please look to 
the Children and Youth Ministry portion of the Weekly 
Invite emails for more information regarding the LOGOS 
Family Gathering or contact Vicki Sumner.
Our LOGOS Intergenerational Ministry intends to 
relaunch on Wednesday, January 12. We look forward 

to being together again and will send out information 
on how this will look and feel in the coming weeks. 
Thank you for your prayers, patience, and willingness to 
volunteer as we get this ministry up and running again. 

Nursery Coordinator Needed
We are hiring an individual to staff and run the nursery. 
The paid position is 8-10 hours a week which includes 
Sunday mornings, weekly planning, and special events. 
Several volunteers are already committed to serve with 
the children. Contact Evelyn Lewis with questions at 
citytr122@gmail.com. While we are searching for the 
new hire, please remember the sanctuary is a house 
of worship for all of God’s children. Our playground is 
available for any who wish to utilize it mid-service. 

Advent Workshop
It was wonderful to gather with 
our intergenerational church 
family on the first Sunday of 
Advent to share a meal, spend 
time in Christian community, 
decorate graham cracker 

churches, and fill ourselves with hope for the future as we 
began to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Savior.
Special thanks to Lorraine Barber, Jessica Berger, 
Andy Greer, Evelyn Lewis, Howard & Margaret Lingg, 
John Lingg, Barbara Probert, Eleanor Samuels, Eileen 
Stephens, and Andy & Beverly Vloedman for the extra 
you did to make the Advent Workshop a special time.

"It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us 
memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope." 
-Pope Benedict XVI (Joseph Ratzinger)
If you missed the Advent Workshop and still wish to 
receive an Advent Workshop in a Bag kit, contact Vicki 
Sumner to have her set one out for you to pick up.

mailto:children@1stpc.org
mailto:citytr122@gmail.com
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A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 
him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and 

fear of the Lord—and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
Isaiah 11:1-3a

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 12 at 5:00 p.m.

The choir and congregation of First Presbyterian Church celebrate the Advent season with a 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 5 p.m. Come sing and 
hear lessons and carols for Advent and Christmas showing the development of the loving 
purposes of God as seen through the windows and words of scripture. At 4:30 p.m. the 
Gainesville Brass Quintet and First Presbyterian Jubilate Ringers present seasonal music.     
Music to be sung by the choir includes “In dulci jubilo” by Matthew Culloton; “Still, Still, Still” 
by Norman Luboff; “Bogoroditse Devo" by Sergei Rachmaninoff; “What Sweeter Music” by 
John Rutter; “I Saw Three Ships” by Donna Schultz; and "O Holy Night” by Paul Langford.  
Carols by the choir, congregation, and brass include “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” and 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
This Festival is patterned on the annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols of King’s College, 
Cambridge, the backbone of which has remained virtually unchanged since it originated in 
England during the Victorian period. The Festival begins with the traditional processional 
hymn “Once in Royal David's City” sung by a single treble voice joined by choir and 
congregation. 


