
1

First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00  
a.m. on YouTube and at 

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services 

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page

May Bugle
Volume 50 
Issue 5

    
The Lord has done great things for us,The Lord has done great things for us,

    and we rejoiced.      and we rejoiced.  
Psalm 126:3Psalm 126:3
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Hello First Presbyterian Church Family, 
My Bugle article this month addresses a handful of items that we as a congregation need to understand to 
stay up with what is going on around our church. The church is the people and knowing what is going on 
with the people is extremely important. If you are sick, in the hospital, or if something challenging is going 
on with you or your family, please let one of our staff know. This has become much more difficult in the 
past two years. Covid and staff transitions have changed how we often casually found out these things in 
the past. Now, you might have to be intentional by calling, texting, or emailing what just became known 
in the past. Please do let us know. We want to respond to your situation, pray for you, and walk with you 
through it. You will always have control over how the information is or isn’t shared. It will also be your 
decision as to whether we visit you. We are willing, but we will honor your wishes. Thank you for sharing 
this information with us. 
I also want you to know where I am going to be for a couple of weeks. From April 25-May 8, I am going to 
be on a continuing education trip to Israel. It’s a trip that is being paid for by The Ministry Collaborative 
(https://mministry.org), a ministry that brings together cohorts of pastors from different backgrounds and 
churches to learn from and with each other. I’ve been part of one of these cohorts for the past three years 
and we are finally taking the trip that we were supposed to take in the summer of 2020. I hope the time 
shapes and forms what I do as a pastor and as a disciple of Jesus. 
Lastly, I want you to know that conversations with the group that is making an offer on our parking lot are 
continuing. I hope we will soon be at a point where we as a congregation can understand the final offer 
and make a decision about it. Remember, only the congregation, by voting in a congregational meeting, 
can make a decision about any property matters. No person or other body (Session, Trustees, etc.) has that 
authority. 
I look forward to seeing you when I get back. 

 

To contact Pastor Mark, please email pastor@1stpc.org.

 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one 
another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 

whatever gift each of you has received. 
1 Peter 4:8-10

In the Loop
from Mark Hults

During the pandemic, Family Promise has had to make changes in how they operate and help 
families find housing. Come hear how they have transitioned and what their plans are going 
forward. On Sunday, May 22 bring a bag lunch and join us for the Presbyterian Women Birthday 
Lunch with Family Promise in the north courtyard after worship, weather permitting. If it is too 
hot or raining, we will quickly set up some tables and eat elsewhere in the church. Everyone is 
invited - men and women. We too are trying things a little differently. Drinks will be provided. 
Please let Betsy Berry or Beth Wood know if you plan to attend so we can make sure we have 
enough seats. We hope to see you on the 22nd!

What's In Store For Family Promise

https://mministry.org
mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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I hope each of 
y’all have had a 
great 2022 thus 
far!
As the academic 
year comes to 
a close and  the 
summer begins 
at the end of this 
month and as we 
transition with 
it to a different 
schedule in 

our church and community, I just want to take this 
opportunity to thank those of you who have helped us 
get through another scholastic year.
Thanks to all our volunteers who enable us to do ministry 
day-in-and-day-out each week and month. We appreciate 
the time you give and thank each of you:

- Ushers
- Bugle preparers 
- Office receptionists
- Pew straighteners
- Nursery helpers
- Sound/Video/Streaming techs
- Sunday after-church hospitality hosts

Your continued and consistent time allows us to continue 
to minister well and with much hospitality!
As well, we thank those who continue to support the 
mission of our church as we continue to Glorify God–
Make Disciples of Jesus Christ–&–Meet Human Needs 
through gifts of food, finances, and function – giving of 
what you have to bless those who need help and allowing 
us to continue to be salt and light on the corner of SW 

2nd Ave and SW 3rd St and into our neighborhoods, 
workplaces, schools, communities, and beyond.
Your faithful and unfailing generosity allows us to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus allowing us to live as children of 
the King and help others to become His spiritual children 
too.
I also think of the mercy ministries in our immediate 
area and how our partnerships with them continue to 
allow our church to do more than we could alone. Family 
Promise, Gainesville Community Ministry, and Saint 
Francis House; just to name a few. Thanks for your tireless 
dedication and unwavering support for families and folks 
who are in need of a hand up.
As we come alongside you and watch the work you do 
with those in deep need, we are encouraged, inspired,  
and allowed to be involved in seeing lives changed and 
positively affected for generations.
And on a personal note, thanks to Andy, Vicki, and 
Reverend Hults for the time you have spent with Kate 
this year in Confirmation Class. As we were not raised in 
a reformed tradition, things have looked a little different 
for our family in our time here. Yet this past year and the 
time you spent with her has helped solidify the decision 
she made a few years back on Ash Wednesday to follow 
the Lord in believers’ baptism as she continues to mature 
in her Christian life and faith.
Each of you are representative of and a great reminder 
of how our church family seeks to personally grow and 
help others do the same. Thanks for the time you spent 
edifying, encouraging, and emphasizing the need we 
all have to be continually growing and maturing as a 
Christians.

Happy May!
from Fred Lundy

If April showers bring May flowers – What do May Flowers bring?
Pilgrims!

C’mon – it’s May, what do you expect?!?
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Summer Fruit
from Scott Stuart
It is funny to think that students are heading into their summer break when it is still technically spring. 
But then again, they also took their “Spring Break” at the end of winter. Regardless of what the seasons say, 
summer break has officially begun for our college students. Some students will head home, while others will 
look to enroll in summer school. With these things in mind, I begin brainstorming as to what do with my 
students in the months ahead.
On the one hand I want to give our college students a break, as many of them need a recharge after a long 
year of rigorous academics. On the other hand, I do not want to let the whole summer go by and miss 
opportunities for faith growth. Every year during this time I ask myself, “What do these students need and 
what can I do to help create such an environment?”
What stands out to me more than anything this summer is Acts 2:42 “And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles teaching and fellowship, to the break of bread and the prayers.” Typically, I pick a book study or topic 
during this time, and we spend the summer diving into what these ideas mean. However, this year I feel like 
it is not one component, but perhaps all four, God’s Word, fellowship, meals, and prayer.
While I don’t have a clear grasp at this point as to what all four of these might like for the summer, I am 
excited to explore different ideas for how to integrate all four of these into our daily lives and to see what 
transpires. 
I do look forward to keeping you all updated as I go and pray that these days find you well. 
Blessings to you all as we enter another summer together,

All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and 
 goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 

having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were  
being saved.
Acts 2:44-47

Summer Choir is scheduled to begin 
on May 22. Rehearsals will be held 
on Sunday mornings from 9:30 
a.m.–10:40 a.m. in the sanctuary 
immediately preceding worship. 
Well aware of summer schedules, it 
is not necessary for members of the 
summer choir to be present every 
summer Sunday. The anthems are 

selected to match the abilities of those in attendance. 
Please contact Mitch Rorick at music@1stpc.org if you 
have questions.

Summer Choir
Volume II of our Church Cookbook 
is available for Mother’s Day.  The 
cookbook committee was more 
than pleased to receive over 500 
of your wonderful recipes!  There 
are so many varied and delicious 
recipes, with favorite stories 
attached to some. This book will no 
doubt become a favorite! Cost for 

each cookbook is $20.  All proceeds benefit the 2022 
Montreat Worship and Music Conferees. Thank you for 
your support in this wonderful project!

Church Cookbooks

mailto:music@1stpc.org
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No matter how hard we try to escape it, the church yearly 
sends us a letter or letters talking about stewardship 
and pledging to the annual budget. We hear it from 
the pulpit and even sometimes the choir sneaks in a 
stewardship anthem, “Give of Your Best to the Master.” 
They all tell us how God owns everything we have and 
that we are simply stewards of his gracious gifts. But 
so often the church beats around the bush and never 
comes out saying emphatically: “We Need Money!” 
Other organizations and civic groups are not afraid to 
ask for money to support good and worthwhile causes. 
So why shouldn't the church do the same?
After all, from our perspective, many spiritual 
endeavors cost money. If you want to help feed the 
poor and hungry it takes money. Now we know that 
First Presbyterian helps the poor and needy through 
ministries like Gainesville Community Ministry. For 
40 years GCM has provided emergency help and hope 
to families and individuals who are in crisis and lack 
the basic necessities of life. They provide practical 
assistance to the elderly and the disabled, as well as the 
"working poor" who are vulnerable to economic crises 
and have fallen between the cracks of other programs. 
And what about St. Francis/Arbor House where FPC 

volunteers provide meals on the first and third Mondays 
of the month? This includes preparation and serving 
the guests at St. Francis House. 
First Presbyterian Church provides services to the 
community and beyond as as well as needed ministries 
to our members. Please remember Family Promise, 
Habitat for Humanity, and Christians Concerned for 
the Community. For many years, we have supported 
the work of the Shalom Presbyterian Church in Estelí, 
Nicaragua. 
Be reminded as the Master said: “Truly, I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 
sisters you did it to me" (Matthew 25:40). Now that is a 
good enough reason to give. So let us go ahead and say 
it plainly, simply, and unafraid, “We Need Money!” We 
shall make wise use of it especially seeing the needs and 
knowing our pledges make a difference.
Join us in sending your “Pledge Card” today or place it in 
the offering plate this Sunday. Freely we have received, 
freely let us give!
Faithfully,
Stewardship Committee

Emphasis on Stewardship

As a congregation, we collected 
4.5 bins of nonperishable food 
goods  for Gainesville Community 
Ministry during Lent. Thank 
you for your donations and your 
heart for those in need. 

40 Days of Food

On Saturday, June 18, children, youth, and adults from 
our church will board a charter bus and a 12-passenger 
van to travel to Montreat, North Carolina for the 2022 
Worship and Music Conference. The theme of this year’s 
conference is In the Stranger's Guise.
Our Montreators will be challenged by stimulating 
conductors and teachers, and inspiring preachers and 
worship leaders for a mountaintop worship and music 
conference as they sing, ring, dance, play, pray, and 
worship.

Please become a Noteworthy Sponsor. Beginning 
April 24, you may visit the Noteworthy Sponsor 
table in Gordon Hall after worship,  place a check in 

the offering plate with the memo "Montreat Noteworthy 
Sponsor," or mail a check to the church office. To date we 
have raised $10,000 towards our goal of $25,000. 

2022

Member Information

New Members
Aimee Peeples
Emerson Hults

Kate Lundy

Church Triumphant
Ruth Payne Lukoski, March 19, 2022

Helen Ballester, April 12, 2022
Lois McGrady, April 27, 2022
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May 1 Philippians 2 Jed Keesling
May  8 Philippians 3 Tim Schubert
May  15 Philippians 4 Tammy Bleeker
May  22 Introduction 

and Colossians 1
Bob Bailey

May 29 Colossians 2 Ray Davis

Gordon Hoover Sunday School
Meet in the Church Library at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. Enter through the Mary Gate or the sanctuary. 
All are welcome! Email Perry Foote with questions at 
palbertfoote@gmail.com. 

Nursery Volunteers Needed
Our Nursery is open on Sundays from 
10:45 a.m. through the end of 11 a.m. 
worship for 6 week olds through those 
who have not yet entered Kindergarten. 
We are desperately looking for those 
who feel they are called to serve the 

littlest in our congregation to sign up to volunteer on 
a Sunday morning. We have a wonderful new nursery 
coordinator and still depend on our church members to 
share their gifts and talents during this season of hiring 
a full staff.

Children and Youth Ministry Weekly 
Updates
Stay informed and connected to these ministries of our 
church by clicking on the link for more information 
regarding Children and Youth Ministries in the Weekly 
Invite email sent out from the church office. Contact 
Jenny Chamberlain, communications@1stpc.org, to sign 
up. 

Children and Youth Sunday School
We have made many wonderful memories, enjoyed rich 
conversations, shared silly household items through our 
“show & tell” times, prayed together, and spent time 
learning more about our Lord and our own beliefs. Thank 
you to all who participated in this year of ministry with 
us, and we wish you all the best this summer! 

Park and Play
Our children, youth, and families are 
invited to San Felasco Park Playground 
(behind the COX building) for a church 
playdate between 4:30-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 11. Come and go as you 
wish! Make sure to bring some bug spray 
and wear clothing appropriate for playing at the park. All 
children and youth are required to have their own adult 
supervision. We encourage you to bring your own water 
and snacks, if you will need them. This will simply be a 
time for church friends to have playground and park fun 
together.

Confirmation Class of 2022
On Sunday, April 24, two of our youth, Emerson Hults 
and Kate Lundy, reaffirmed their baptismal covenants 
by publicly professing their faith and became members 
of the church and assumed greater responsibility in 
the life of the church and God's mission in the world. 
Congratulations to the Confirmation Class of 2022! We 
celebrate this joyous occasion in your lives and in the life 
of our church.

Cover Art
Our All Church 
Fellowship and Lake 
Day at Montgomery 
on April 23 was 
a wonderful time 

where around 60 members of our intergenerational 
church family enjoyed being together in God’s creation. 
Easter Event
Our children and families gathered for an Easter Event 
for the first time in two years on Easter weekend. It was a 
joyous time for all who came to celebrate and hunt eggs 
together.

 

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.

Christian Education

mailto:palbertfoote@gmail.com
mailto:communications@1stpc.org
mailto:children@1stpc.org
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Congratulations and Blessings to the Class of 2022
High School

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May 
God give you the grace to not sell yourself short. Grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything 

but truth. And the world is too small for anything but love. May God take your mind and think through it; may God 
take your lips and speak through them; and may God take your heart and set it on fire. Amen.

College
Jonathon Haney Simon Lynch Alanna Parfait Evan Waxman

Scholarship Recipients
The Scholarship Committee on behalf of the Trustees is pleased to announce the following Scholarship Recipients 

for 2021-2022: 

Howard and Emily Patton Scholarship Alexis Vellis

William K. Robertson and 
Ruth H. Maren Education Scholarships Dylan Tillery

Hank and Margaret Weech,  
John R. Greenman, and  
J. Wayne Reitz Scholarships Elizabeth Osmun

On behalf of the Trustees, the Scholarship Committee would like to thank the donors and the families of the 
donors for their generous contributions to the Scholarship endowment funds that continue to make it possible for 

First Presbyterian Church to award scholarships to qualified applicants year after year.  
If you would like information on creating or contributing to a scholarship fund,  

please contact Trudy Bonerba, Office Manager, at business@1stpc.org.
Scholarship Committee members: Geoff Spiegel, Chair, Carol Israel, Brenda Pickens, Louise Rothman, Margaret 

Weech, Trudy Bonerba, ex officio staff, and Mark Hults, Pastor.

Jonathon Haney is graduating from the UF Law School 
with a Juris Doctor degree. He has currently been 
accepted into the UF Tax Law program and will continue 
further studies here in Gainesville.
Simon Lynch is graduating with his bachelor’s in music 
education. He currently applying for teaching positions 
in and around Syracuse, New York.
Alanna Parfait graduated with a Bachelor of Music 
Education with a choral emphasis, as well as a 

Certificate in Vocal Performance. She is currently taking 
a gap year in schooling to apply and decide upon a school 
to pursue a masters in vocal performance. Alanna is 
also taking this time in between studies to explore other 
avenues of music such a production and recording.
Evan Waxman graduates with his master’s in electrical 
and computer engineering. Evan has taken a job as a 
System on Chip Design Engineer at Intel in Portland, 
Oregon.  

mailto:business@1stpc.org
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Love in Action
A different type of music concert was presented on April 3 titled Love in Action. The beautiful and inspiring music 
was combined with mission information that illustrated scripture verses from Matthew 25. The overall theme was 
broken down into segments as Jesus instructed us to serve those who are hungry and thirsty; strangers who need a 
welcome; the naked who need clothing; and the sick or in prison who need visits. Two of the featured community 
organizations listed below that most of the audience had never heard about before were Friends Across the Ages, 
whose volunteers visit the lonely in nursing homes, and the Baker Interfaith Friends, which recruits volunteers to 
visit immigrants held in the Baker Detention Center. The music was chosen for the text that fit each section. At the 
end, offering plates were passed for cards that indicated how the listening audience was willing to spend time on 
mission endeavors. The participants named activities they planned to do to meet the scripture teachings. The one 
area that did not have much response was helping strangers. The idea of combining a music concert with mission 
needs was from our new music director, Mitch Rorick. The script for the program was by Vi Asmuth.  
The Local Missions Committee supported by World Missions is investigating a possible project for welcoming 
strangers. Stay tuned.

BAKER INTERFAITH FRIENDS
bakerinterfaithfriends@gmail.com  
352-281 7053    
Joan Anderson, Program Director
 
FAMILY PROMISE OF 
GAINESVILLE 
familypromisegvl.org  
352-378 2030   
Jayne Moraski, Director

FRIENDS ACROSS THE AGES 
friendsacrosstheages.org
352-335 0655
Steve Blay, Director
 
GAINESVILLE COMMUNITY 
MINISTRY
gcmhelp.org
352-372 8162
Michael Wright, Director

HELPING HANDS CLINIC
helpinghandsclinic@gmail.com
352-519 5542
Brendan Shortley, Director
 
ST. FRANCIS HOUSE 
stfrancishousegnv.com
352-378 9079   
Lauri Schiffbauer,  
  Executive Director 

mailto:bakerinterfaithfriends@gmail.com
http://familypromisegvl.org
http://friendsacrosstheages.org
http://gcmhelp.org
mailto:helpinghandsclinic@gmail.com
http://stfrancishousegnv.com

