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. . . for in him all things in heaven and
on earth were created, things visible and
invisible . . .
Colossians 1:16a

First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
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Worship In-Person
Livestream at 11:00
Watch Sunday services
at 11:00 a.m. in the
a.m. on YouTube and at
at 9:00 a.m. on Cox
Sanctuary
1stpc.org
Channel 11
1 videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page
*Worship

How to Use Your Summer
from Mark Hults

Hello First Presbyterian Church Family,
Are you feeling it? Our colleges and universities have already had their commencement services. Our
primary and secondary schools are wrapping up their academic years and getting in their end of the year
field trips. Summer is almost upon us. Some of us will be getting out of town. Others will be planning all
kinds of things to keep your families engaged. A few of us won’t experience much of a change at all. What
about you?
As you plan for your summer, or as it just becomes a reality, make some space for your spiritual health as
well. Figure out some things that will help shape your faith. What is important is to find things that fit who
you are and help you progress. Your church staff team is here to help you. If you feel lost about how to do
that, please contact us. Here are some general suggestions that I have (in no particular order):
• Reinvest in a regular devotional practice-If your time of prayer and scripture reading has been a little
flat or irregular, try something new. Read through a book of the Bible. You can do a chapter a day, but
it’s also beneficial to read the whole book like you would a novel. Find a book of prayers to read as a
jump-start on your own prayer. Find a devotional book or daily email devotion that leads you to new
revelations.
• Take a spiritual retreat. Block off a morning (or even longer) and spend some extended time with God.
Read, pray, journal, and listen for God’s voice.
• Find a Christian book to read. It doesn’t matter if it is fiction or nonfiction, but make sure it is something
that matters. Often the best sellers aren’t the best books for our souls. If you don’t know where to
look, consider Christianity Today’s Book Award List. This year’s list can be found at https://www.
christianitytoday.com/ct/2022/january-february/christianity-today-2022-book-awards.html. If you
don’t see what you are looking for, don’t limit yourself to 2022. A Google search will find several years
of their book awards for you to consider.
• Listen to a Christian podcast. This may be a new experience for some of you, but podcasts, which you can
listen to from your computer or your phone, are a great way to deliver and receive information. Two places
I would consider are Christianity Today’s Podcasts Guide 2022 (https://www.christianitytoday.com/
partners/gift-guides/2022-annual-podcast-guide.html?utm_source=CT+Weekly+Newsletter&utm_
medium=Newsletter&utm_term=72953&utm_content=9422&utm_campaign=email) and Fuller
Seminary’s (https://fullerstudio.fuller.edu/podcasts-introduction/).
In no way are any of these suggestions supposed to be the final word. There are many good options outside
of the few I recommend. What matters is that you do things that continue to respond to the God that is
calling you to himself. I hope that your summer will be a time where you can renew and recharge.
Joyfully,

To contact Pastor Mark, please email pastor@1stpc.org.
All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17
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Happy Summer!

from Fred Lundy
It’s a Twofer of June and July – so grab an iced tea, Fall has not started; Advent and Christmas still feel
lemonade, or Arnold Palmer combo – just make sure a long way off; Spring, Lent and Easter are more of a
it has ice in it!
memory than on our radar – heck, even our liturgy
Summer always makes me think of moving because calls us to growth during this season. We dedicate
all of our significant moves have happened between time to it and color our paraments green to think of
May and August. And this year marks seven years how we should be sending roots deep and branches
wide so our faith drinks deeply and continually of
since we moved back to Gainesville in late May.
“the water that causes us to never thirst again” so the
Who knew what life would hold for us personally and Lord can use us to be those who provide shade and
collectively in that relatively short amount of time?
shelter to those in need.
Lots of living and LOTS of changes – Yet we are still And while we want to be part of this – we all know
here, and so are you.
our own growth in any area is dependent on what
One thing I hope for each of us is that we are – and
continue to be – more like Christ year-in and yearout.

areas we choose to grow in.

So, take some time this summer to grow in those
areas where God is calling you – prayer, scripture
reading, meditation – being with Him, so you can be
more like Him.

And while this might be easiest to determine by
looking at larger swaths of time like months and
years, the real work of this kind of maturing happens
on a much smaller scale, in days, hours, and minutes
of our life.

If you are in your late 20’s through late 40’s, single,
married, working on your nest egg, living in a full
nest, or preparing for an empty one – we invite you
So, as I look fondly at what the past seven years have to join the Young Adult & Family Ministry as we
brought me and our family – I would also like you to fellowship and build community by knowing others
assess the same: for you and your family – and for us in our church family more.
and our church family:
Just contact me to make sure you are getting the
How have we matured to be more like our Savior,
God’s only Son?

information on how to be involved.

Make some time and take some time to grow and
help us do the same.

Where are we plugged in?
Where do we need to be?

Color your summer green – and – color with us when
you can!

How is our heart?
How does God want it to be?
Who is helping us and how do we need to be helped?
Who are we helping and how do those around
us need to be helped?
Typically, Summers are a great time to evaluate these
kinds of things because of the pace and the space –

Member Information
New Members
Frank Lukowski
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Understanding Truth

from Scott Stuart
In today’s world, when someone asks a question many of us cannot help but pull out our phones and look up
the answer immediately. This is part of our time and culture as we often seek instant gratification. However,
in Jesus’ time, when someone asked a question it was often answered with another question. All throughout
the Bible, questions are proposed to Jesus, and very rarely does he ever outright answer them. While it is just
my opinion, I believe out of all the questions Jesus asked, the most important was, “Who do you say I am?”
This question comes to his disciples as they are separating the very notion of what he is, what he is not. Many
people wondered as they do now, "Is Jesus a moral teacher? A prophet? Or something even greater?" Peter in
this moment answers correctly, “You are the Christ.” This interaction forces us to examine just who Jesus is
and who he claims to be.
On another occasion the roles are reversed. Rather than Jesus asking the question, someone else proposes
the question. In this moment, Pontius Pilate, the governor of Rome, stands before Christ and asks, “What is
truth?” Had Pilate known who he was talking to, he would understand that very essence of truth itself stands
before him, for Jesus tells us in his own words, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”
I bring this idea up for several reasons for we are no different in today's culture. On one hand, we want to
know the truth; on the other, we are met with the temptation to ignore truth for our own self gain. College
students in particular face the scenario daily. So much so that they are met with the popular idea and coined
phrase, “My Truth!” The idea of "My Truth" says what may be true for me may not be true for you and vice
versa. As you might be able to imagine, there are a lot of holes in this sort of philosophy; however, this is
where students live in the present culture.
Seeing this idea and way of thinking has prompted me to engage the topic of Truth with our students this
summer. With this in mind, our summer read will be Saving Truth by Abdu Murray. Abdu is a converted
Islamic and a practicing lawyer. Much of his life in searching for God and within his professional practice is
based on same question Pilate asked, “What is Truth?” By understanding what truth is, we can live in God’s
grace and understand Jesus’ words when he says, “and the truth will set you free.”
I invite you to join in me in prayer as we journey through this book this summer studying the truth claims
of Jesus.

In Recognition

Cover Art

On this anniversary, we want
to recognize the following
staff member with gratitude
for her work and ministry:
*5 years* Jenny Chamberlain
is both the Communications
Assistant at First Presbyterian Church and Assistant
to the Music Director. Her roles include creating the
worship guides and Bugle and sending most print and
email communications, as well as maintaining the
music website and advertising for the Concert Series.
Jenny joined the church in February of 2017 and
accepted the job at First in June of that year.

In
the
spring,
our
preschool students made
bunnies and butterflies to
help celebrate the return
of warmer weather. Now
as summer has arrived,
they are spending time outdoors with water play in the
courtyard and look forward to the return of soccer and
fitness classes in Gordon Hall.
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At the end of May, 13 VPK students graduated and are
ready for the new challenges that Kindergarten will
bring. We are sad to see them go but pray blessings on
them and their families for the fall.

Local Missions Committee Annual Report 2021-22
Local Missions thanks God for direction and the congregation for helping to meet human needs in our community
this year. We resumed in-person meetings and more hands-on participation with our ministry partners.
You provided canned goods and donations to fill pantry shelves at Gainesville Community Ministries. We held
a summer drive-through collection, supported GCM’s backpack drive, and contributed to Thanksgiving baskets
and Christmas stockings for needy families. The church filled large bins four and a half times during the 40 Days
of Caring Lenten Food drive.
We sponsored Family Promise families for two weeks in fall and spring, providing meals and gift cards during
their stay in local motels. We filled Halloween and Valentine’s Day baskets for twenty-five to thirty children in
partnership with our youth. Church members purchased Christmas gifts for Family Promise children through our
Hope for the Holidays project. We will host families at our church again starting this fall.
Under Mitch Rorick’s leadership, FPC presented two concerts supporting local missions. The Concert for a Cause
with the UF symphony orchestra raised $1,652 for St. Francis House. Mitch partnered with Vi Asmuth and our
committee to present Love in Action, a program of music and stories centered on Jesus’ call in Matthew 25 to serve
“the least of these”. The audience pledged time and money.
Offerings from Christmas eve, Easter, and concerts, plus designated funds provided $16,976.35 above our budget
to support local ministries. Thank you!

Summer Opportunities to Serve
The Local Missions Committee thanks the congregation
for your contributions of time, money, and supplies
to our Gainesville ministries over the past year. By
following Christ's command to share our faith through
practical action, you have truly blessed the community
around us.

Hosting of families in churches has resumed starting
this May. Our church will be hosting this fall (more
details later). These efforts help fill the gap of affordable
housing that is so needed in Gainesville.

Gainesville Community Ministry: Thank you for the
food provided during our Forty Days of Caring. We
We have several opportunities to continue in our are still collecting canned goods for their pantry -mission to meet human needs:
it empties quickly! Thanks to Fred Lundy and Scott
Family Promise: There is a need for gift cards (Publix, Stuart, who deliver your contributions weekly to GCM.
Walmart, Target) for families who have moved to more Local ministries can use your help! There are many
stable housing with the support of Family Promise. in Gainesville and a few of those are listed below. We
You may bring these to church or directly to the Family pray that our congregation can make an impact in our
Promise office at the back of our church parking lot on community this summer.
weekdays.

BAKER INTERFAITH FRIENDS
bakerinterfaithfriends@gmail.com
352-281 7053
Joan Anderson, Program Director

FRIENDS ACROSS THE AGES
friendsacrosstheages.org
352-335 0655
Steve Blay, Director

HELPING HANDS CLINIC
helpinghandsclinic@gmail.com
352-519 5542
Brendan Shortley, Director

FAMILY PROMISE OF
GAINESVILLE
familypromisegvl.org
352-378 2030
Jayne Moraski, Director

GAINESVILLE COMMUNITY
MINISTRY
gcmhelp.org
352-372 8162
Michael Wright, Director
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ST. FRANCIS HOUSE
stfrancishousegnv.com
352-378 9079
Lauri Schiffbauer,
Executive Director

Christian

Nursery Volunteers Needed

Youth Connection

Our Nursery is open on Sundays from
10:45 a.m. through the end of 11 a.m.
worship for 6-week-olds through
those who have not yet entered
Kindergarten. Please find the signin cart in the Christian Education
building by rooms 109 and 113 to get your
young ones settled in.
Our Nursery is desperately looking for those who feel
they are called to serve the littlest in our congregation
to sign-up to volunteer on a Sunday morning. We have
a wonderful new nursery coordinator and still depend
on our church members to share their gifts and talents
during this season of hiring a full staff.

Our sixth through twelfth grade students are encouraged
to save the date for our Youth Connection welcome
back party on Sunday, September 11. After testing over
the past year, we learned the twice a month model for
meeting worked well for the majority of our families
and brought the bulk of our group together for each
scheduled meeting. We will mirror this model this
academic year and send the Fall schedule of meetings out
with the August Bugle. For now, enjoy your summer and
plan to gather with us for Youth Connection on Sunday
afternoons beginning this September. Please contact
Vicki Sumner with questions.

Gordon Hoover Sunday School

Meet in the Church Library at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday

Children and Youth Ministry Weekly mornings. Enter through the Mary Gate or the sanctuary.
Updates
All are welcome! Email Perry Foote with questions at
Stay informed and connected to these ministries of
our church by clicking on the Children and Youth
Ministries link in the Weekly Invite email sent out
from the church office. Contact Jenny Chamberlain,
communications@1stpc.org, to sign-up.

palbertfoote@gmail.com.
June 5
June 12
June 19

Children and Youth Sunday School

June 26
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

Our Christian Education Committee looks forward to
holding Sunday School in the building this Fall. Please
save the date to join us for Children and Youth Sunday
School beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, September 11.
We are in the process of setting our curriculum, calling
our class leaders, and preparing our classrooms for the
big day.

Youth Opportunities to Assist In
Worship
Our sixth through twelfth grade students
are invited to participate in serving as
(in-person) lay readers during our 11
a.m. worship service the second Sunday
of each month. If this is something your
youth is interested in doing, please
contact Vicki Sumner with questions.

Colossians 3
Colossians 4
Mark Intro and
Chapter 1
Mark 2
Mark 3
Mark 4
Mark 5
Mark 6:1-29
Mark 6:30-56

Scott Stuart
Perry Foote
Betsy Berry
Bob Bailey
Pam Bailey
Tim Schubert
Betsy Berry
Perry Foote
Perry Foote

Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he
is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he
is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves,
just as he is pure.
1 John 3:2

For questions about any of our children and youth ministries, please email Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.
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Education
Park and Play

Disney’s Encanto (PG). We look forward to spending time
in community with our church family. Please contact
Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org, with questions and to
R.S.V.P. so we know how much food to prepare.

Our children, youth, and families are invited to Hogtown
Creek Headwaters Park (also known as the zipline park)
for a church playdate between 4:30-6 p.m. on Wednesday,
June 8. Come and go as you wish! Make sure to bring
some bug spray and wear clothing appropriate for playing
at the park. All children and youth are required to have
their own adult supervision. We encourage you to bring
your own water bottle/cup to refill and snacks, if you will
need them. This will simply be a time for church friends
to have playground and park fun together. We aim to
host a second Park and Play summer event on Monday,
August 1 and the parameters are still to be determined
and announced. Please contact Vicki Sumner, with any
questions.

LOGOS Intergenerational Mid-Week
Ministry

Our LOGOS Committee has been hard at work getting
the church building ready for in-person ministry this
Fall. We aim to begin with a party on Wednesday, August
17 and continue in the church building the following
weeks. Please spend time in prayer for our committee as
they discern who is being called to serve in this ministry
and for our students and families as they anticipate the
upcoming LOGOS year. Please contact Bev Vloedman,
dvloedman@aol.com, with questions or to get involved
in this intergenerational ministry.

Church-Wide Movie Night

Fun in the Son 2022

The Christian Education, LOGOS, and Youth Connection
Committees are hosting our annual church-wide
intergenerational summer movie night. Please consider
joining us on Thursday, July 21 beginning at 6 p.m. in
Gordon Memorial Hall. We will provide Publix fried and
rotisserie chicken, cookies, and drinks, and encourage
all to bring a side to share. This summer’s movie will be

We look forward to a journey out of the Wilderness with
Youth Connection this July 10-15 as eleven youth and five
leaders participate in Youth Conference Ministry’s Fun in
the Son Conference in Hilton Head, SC. We invite our
church family to join us at the 11 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, June 26 as we have a special time of prayer for the
group before their journey.

mon reat 2022
To some Montreat may be a little town in between Asheville and Greensboro that doesn't show up on a map, but
to First Presbyterian it is an inspiration and a place to grow in faith. Montreat provides wonderful opportunities for
everyone to feel closer to God from drumming to choir to the daily worship services. Montreat is truly a mountain
top experience. One of the joys of Montreat is that our children and youth join with adults of all ages from our church
and share these experiences together. And so, we are pleased to award these full-tuition scholarships to the following
youth:
The Marshall M. and Paula P. Criser
Scholar

The Arnold Penland Scholar

The Ted Fearney Scholar

Zack Conerly

Norah Barat

Alex Conerly

The Barbara Fearney Scholar

The Carol Israel Scholars

Kaylee Bleeker

Breezy Dowling

The David and Phyllis Little Scholar
Emerson Barat

Oliver Dowling
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MONTREAT 2022

Please keep our children, youth, and adults in your prayers as they depart for Montreat
on Saturday, June 18 for what is always a life-changing week.
Jonathan Ball . Emerson Barat . Norah Barat . Cameron Black . Kaylee Bleeker . Tammy Bleeker
Troy Bleeker . Rachel Coffey . Alex Conerly . Zack Conerly . Breezy Dowling . Oliver Dowling
Brian Gray . Mimi Gray . Beverly Hellenthal . Carol Israel . Elizabeth Jenkins . Eunice Knowlton
Evelyn Lewis . Ginger Neuhaus . Thomas Niemi . Coleen O'Brien . Jim Roland . Susan Roland
Mitch Rorick . Tim Schubert . Matt Sumner . Shane Sumner . Simon Sumner . Vicki Sumner
Alexis Vellis . Kate Vellis . Samuel Wacha . Ben Williams . Dan Williams
Sam Williams . Jennifer Williams . Beth Wood . Libby Wood

